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King to meet with Arafat on Sunday 

AMMAN (AFP) — Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat will 
pay a short visit to Jordan on Sunday to brief His Majesty 
King Abdullah on the results of a world tour to drum up 
support for a Palestinian state, the Palestinian embassy 
here said Saturday. Arafat will present the outcome of his 
talks with U.S. and European leaders about his intention to 
declare an independent Palestinian state on May 4 when 
the five-year interim period of the Oslo peace accords 
expires, Palestinian Ambassador to Jordan Omar Khatib 
told AFP. Khatib said the two leaders will also discuss 
“Israeli-imposed obstacles" to implementing Israeli-Pales- 
tinian peace accords. 
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Demirel, Arafat to discuss 
statehood issue 

DOHA (AFP) •— Turkish President Suleyman 
Demirel is to discuss the possible declaration of a 
Palestinian state with Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 
when the two men meet in Ankara on Monday. 
Demirel told the Qatari news agency QNA on Satur- 
day that the issue was “important," but pointed out 
that it was not new, us Arafat first declared a Palestin- 
ian state in 198S, at a session of the Palestine Nation- 
al Council — the Palestinian parliament in exile — in 
Algiers. ‘Turkey was one of the first countries to 
recognise the State of Palestine,’' Demirel pointed out. 
He added that Turkey “would spare no effort" to try to 
unfreeze the Arab-Israeli peace process. 
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Official sentenced 
to death over 
bridge collapse 

•. $ BELTING TAP) — In a nation- 
ally televised live court case 
about a bridge collapse that 
shocked China, a court sen- 
tenced a local Communist 
Party official to death and 12 
' others to prison terras ranging 
' from three to 13 years on Sat- 
j. urday. The No. 1 Intermediate 
People’s Court in Chongqing, 
a city in southwestern Chino, 
sentenced Lin Shiyuan, 37, to 
death for accepting bribes and 
dereliction of duty, state televi- 
sion news reported The Jan. 4 
collapse of a three-year-old 
bridge outside Chongqing 
killed at least -40 people, and 
injured 14. 

Russian helicopter 
• crash kills three 

MOSCOW (AP) — A mili- 
tary helicopter crashed in 
southern Russia on Saturday, 
killing all three crew members, 
a news report said The heli- 
copter crashed near the village 
of Kumtotkal located in the 
Caucasus republic of Dages- 
tan. the Itar-Tass news agency 
said Investigators said the 
helicopter hit a power line 
while escorting a military 
train, Itar-Tass reported 
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Records of Gandhi 
assassination case 
^ possibly destroyed 

CHANDIGARH (.AP) — A 
devastating fire that gutted the 
record room in die high court 
of India’s northern Punjab and 
Haryana states may have 
destroyed among files of 
thousands of old cases, records 
of the assassination trial of 
Indian independence leader 
Mohandas Gandhi. Judge GJS. 
Singh vi of the Punjab- 
H ary ana high court said an 
inquiry had been ordered into 
the cause of the fire. He did not 
rule out the possibility of sabo- 
tage. Last month, the union 
government had indicated it 
may reopen Gandhi assassina- 
• don case after Gopal Godse. 
^ the brother of Gandhi's assas- 
sin, filed an appeal in the 
supreme court for a fresh 
investigation. 

Protest against 
U.S.-Japan 
military relations 

TOKYO lAP) — More than 
600 people marched through 
central Tokyo on Saturday to 
protest a set of bills in parlia- 
ment that could significantly 
expand Japan's military 
alliance with the United Stares. 
Anti-war activists and leaders 
f^of groups opposed to the U.S. 

* troop presence in Japan called 
cm the government to scrap the 
so-called "defence guideline” 
bills, arguing that such laws 
would violate the nation's 
pacifist constitution. The bills 
would allow Japan's armed 
forces to provide more support 
for U.S. troops, join in searcb- 
and-rescue operations and use 
civilian harbours and airports 
during military emergencies. 

Vacuum cleaner 
saves pensioner 

TOKYO cR) — .An 80-year- 
.old Japanese man choking on 
T'devil’s tongue” was saved by 
a quick-thutking emergency 
medical worker and a relative 
who dislodged the stuck food 
with a vacuum cleaner, fire 
officials said on Saturday. The 
pensioner living in suburban 
Osaka was eating sukiyaki on 
Friday night with his family 
when" the chewy food got 
lodged in his throat, they sakL 
The dispatcher instructed the 
man’s 25-year-old grand- 
daughter on the proper way to 
insert the vacuum cleaner tube 
into the choking man's mouth. 
^*The use of the vacuum clean- 
■ er was the absolute last resort," 
a local fire official said 


Rawabdeh delivers Cabinets policy statement to House 

Government pledges measures 
to pull economy out of ‘recession’ 


By a Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The government 
pledged on Saturday to puD 
the economy our of recession 
by speeding up IMF-agreed 
free market reforms and elimi- 
nating red tape, boosting 
investment and clamping 
down on corrupt officials. 

In a statement to Parliament 
which will be the focus of a 
several-day confidence debate 
set to start on Tbesday, Prime 
Minister Abdur-Ra’uf S. 
Rawabdeh also indirectly 
blamed Israel for the dead- 
locked Middle East peace 
process and pledged backing 
for a future Palestinian state, 
with Arab east Jerusalem as its 
capital. 

Rawabdeh's remarks on the 
economy, the focus of the pre- 
mier’s 90-minute speech, 
included a rare public 

acknowledgement that the 
country has indeed fallen into 
an economic recession. 

Jordan posted negative 

growth last year, the worst per- 
formance since a 1989 eco- 


nomic crunch, blamed mainly 
on Middle East peace uncer- 
tainty and lack of bold eco- 
nomic moves. 

Officials have said the econ- 
omy grew by around two per 
cent in 1998 while indepen- 
dent economists forecast a one 
percent shrinkage in the econ- 
omy last year. 

“We have passed from a 
period of slow growth to a 
period of recession. Every sin- 
gle person can fed the stagna- 
tion,' 1 Rawabdeh said, promis- 
ing “urgent measures to get 
growth back.” 

The solution is not easy nor 
will it come in a short while, 
and it might take difficult mea- 
sures,'’ the premier told the 80- 
member House. 

Rawabdeh said the national 
strategy to overcome the coun- 
try’s economic hardships 
include four major points, 
namely improving the invest- 
ment environment to create 
more jobs, improving the per- 
formance of the public sector. 
Heating poverty and unem- 
ployment and continuing a 


policy of openness towards the 
outside world. 

Officials say that 16 per cent 
of Jordan's 4.6 million popula- 
tion are unemployed, while an 
independent survey conducted 
in 1996 put the figure at 27 per 
cent A third of Jordan’s popu- 
lation are living below the 
poverty line. 

Rawabdeh said his govern- 
ment wfll seek to solve unem- 
ployment by reducing foreign 
labour in Jordan, upgrading 
working conditions and nego- 
tiating with Gulf states to 
employ more Jordanians. 

He noted that attracting 
more investment to the coun- 
try will also help in solving the 
jobless rate. 

The premier said that in 
order to encourage exports of 
Jordanian-made products, the 
government will reduce the 
ceiling on customs duties, 
especially on industrial out- 
puts in order to reduce produc- 
tion costs. 

Rawabdeh, the first premier 
appointed under the reign of 
His Majesty King Abdullah, 


said the government is negoti- 
ating with foreign countries to 
reschedule, scrap or convert 
into grants the Kingdom's $6.8 
billion debt 

The government will pro- 
ceed with the controversial pri- 
vatisation process, Rawabdeh 
said. Privatisation, which has 
received little support from 
Parliament, falls in line with 
the economic restructuring 
programme the Kingdom 
agreed to with international 
financial institutions in the 
early 1990s. 

According to the prime min- 
ister, the government will set 
die framework for the privati- 
sation process and will convert 
the Privatisation Unit at the 
Prime Ministry into an inde- 
pendent corporation that will 
handle the issue in the future. 

He said the government will 
consult with the House before 
taking decisions cm privatisa- 
tion of public-sector firms and 
the restructuring of the King- 
dom’s national airline. 

(Continued on page 2) 


Serbs defiant after NATO strike on 
downtown Belgrade, second bridge 

G-8, Contact Group to meet next week; NATO toughens4emands 


Agencies 

SERBIA REACTED with 
shock and defiance Sanmky to 
a missile attack on file heart of 
its capital ordered by a NATO 
desperate to halt the “demo- 
graphic earthquake” rocking 
the Balkans. 

Yugoslav President Slobodan 
Milosevic's military and politi- 
cal chiefs issued a statement 
after eight cruise missiles 
destroyed the Yugoslav and 
Serbian interior ministries in 
Belgrade saying that NATO 
“cannot break the spirit” of the 
country. 

Russ a. too, denounced 

NATO’s “act of barbarity’' and 
called again for an end to 
“NATO aggression” and the 
start of negotiations on the 
Kosovo crisis. 

It was the first NATO attack 
on Belgrade since the start of 
the allied air and missile cam- 
paign on March 24 — and the 
first time since the end of 
WW n that a European capital 
has been bombed. 

NATO air strikes felled 
another bridge over the Danube 
cm Saturday, cutting one of 
Yugoslavia’s key communica- 
tions lines. 

Yugoslav state television 
reported that NATO jets bad 
destroyed the bridge at Novi 
Sad, the main dty of northern 
Serbia. 

Another bridge in the city 
was destroyed early on Thurs- 
day, nirring the Orient Express 
railway route between Vienna 
and Belgrade and blocking 
targe traffic on Europe's 
longest waterway, the Danube. 


State television showed fire 
bridge with a fcnge gap in foe 
middle span. It said civilians 
were crossing when the 
bombers struck. 

Diplomatic moves provoked 
by the crisis are gathering 
strength: the Group of Eight 
(G-8) industrialised nations — 
Britain, Canada, France, Ger- 
many, Italy, Japan, Russia and 
the United States — is to meet 
next week straight after a meet- 
ing of the six-nation Contact 
Group on Yugoslavia — G-S 
minus Canada and Japan. 

The Italian Foreign Ministry 
said the meetings had been 


agreed in telephone conversa- 
tions late Friday between Ital- 
ian Foreign Minister Lambeno 
Dim. U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright and the 
British. French and Goman 
foreign ministers. 

‘Italy and its Western part- 
nets in the Contact Group stud- 
ied the proposal of Russian 
President Bods Yeltsin to hold 
a meeting of the G-7/G-8 cm 
die Kosovo crisis to look for a 
political solution to the con- 
flict,” tire ministry said. 

Meanwhile, NATO 

spokesman Jamie Shea said the 
Serb army and police have 


caused a “demographic earth- 
quake” by forcing 29(XQ00 eth- 
nic Albanians out of Kosovo 
since March 24. 

He warned: “At this rate, the 
Serb security forces would 
have emptied Kosovo between 
10 and 20 days from now." 

NATO said it launched the 
missile attack from UJS. and 
British warships to rip apart the 
command structure of the Serb 
paramilitary police it says is 
primarily responsible for “eth- 
nically cleansing” Kosovo of 
its 1 .8 million ethnic Albanians. 

(Continued mi page 2) 









Hundreds of ethnic Albanian refugees from Kosovo queue up on Saturday to be reg- 
istered by the Red Cross in a camp at the Yugoslav-Macedonian border in Blace. The 
Macedonian government closed the border on Saturday claiming that could not cope 
with the flow of refugees (AFP photo) 



Their Majesties King Abdullah and Queen Rania meet with the visiting LLS. congres- 
sional delegation on Saturday (Petra photo) 

King, U.S. congressional team 
discuss Jordan-U.S. relations 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Abdullah on Sat- 
urday held talks with a visiting 
U.S. congressional delegation 
on joint Jordanian-UJS. pro- 
jects and voiced Jordan's 
appreciation of Congress' sup- 


_Km&Abdullah and the dele- 
gation, led by New York Rep- 
resentative Benjamin Gilman, 
discussed the government’s 
development plans and 
prospects for further U.S. aid, 
particularly in the area of water 
resources. _ 

The King outlined the gov- 
ernment’s plans to reform the 
national economy and noted 
that Jordan is seeking to pro- 
mote regional cooperation. 

Stressing that the success of 
the peace process is vital for 
file region. King Abdullah said 
that its failure would have neg- 


ative effects on the social, eco- 
nomic and security situation in 
fiie Middle East and would 
constitute a real obstacle to sta- 
bility, investment and develop- 
ment. 

Present at the King's meeting 
with file congressional delega- 
tion were Royal Court Chief 
Abdul Karim’ Kabariti, HRH 
Prince Talal Ben Mohammad, 
the King's advisor on national 
security affaire, and U.S. 
Ambassador William Bums. 

Gilman and the delegation 
later visited the grave of foe late 
King Hussein, where they laid 
a wreath. 

Earlier on Saturday, the dele- 
gation met with- the chairman 
of die Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
Held Marshal Abdul Hafez 
Mira'i Kaabneh. for talks on 
military cooperation between 
Jordan and the U.S. 


During the meeting, the two 
sides also reviewed the role of 
the Jordan Armed Forces in 
. contributing to world peace 
and security at the regional and 
international levels. 

The 30-member U.S. delega- 
tion also visited the Nabataean 
city of Petra and was briefed on 
its history and the ongoing 
development projects in the 
nearby town ofWfrdi Musa, 
The delegation visited a $31 
million water and sanitation 
project which is being financed 
by the U.S. Agency for 
International Development 
In remarks after the visit 
Gilman expressed his coun- 
try’s pride in its strong ties with 
Jordan, noting that Jordan 
plays a key role in ensuring the 
stability and security of the 
region. 


Israeli peace activists declare 
support for Palestinian statehood 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israeli peace 
activists presented a manifesto 
to the top Palestinian official in 
Arab east Jerusalem on Satur- 
day recognising the Palestini- 
ans’ right to declare a state and 
callin g for Jerusalem to be the 
capital of both states. 

The manifesto recognised 
the Palestinians’ right to “pro- 
claim the establishment of the 
state of Palestine in all the ter- 
ritories of the West Bank and 
Gaza, with Jerusalem as the 
joint espial of Israel and 
Palestine.” 

It was presented by the left- 
wing group Gush Shalom 
(Peace Bloc) to Faisal Hussei- 
ni, the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) minister for 
Jerusalem affaire and the head 
of Orient House, the semi-offi- 
cial PLO office in Arab east 
Jerusalem. 

A short ceremony took place 


after the presentation in Orient 
House in which some 100 
peace activist participated. 

Gush Shalom said it wanted 
to express its solidarity with 
fie PNA after three of its 
offices were ordered to close 
last week in an Israeli govern- 
ment crackdown on alleged 
illegal Palestinian activity in 
Arab east Jerusalem. 

Dozens of Gush Shalom 
activists marched from the 
American Colony Hotel in 
east Jerusalem to Orient 
House carrying banners with 
doves and Israeli and Palestin- 
ian flags depicted on them and 
slogans like “Jerusalem, the 
capital of two states." 

The manifesto was signed 
by 520 Israelis including writ- 
ers and academics. Prime 
Minister Benyamm Netany- 
hau's brother-in-law Matanya 
Ben-Ara and the widow of the 
late Defence Minister Moshe 


Dayan. Ruth. 

One of the march’s organis- 
ers. Uri Avineri, insisted more 
and more Israelis were pre- 
pared to accept a Palestinian 
state with Jerusalem as its cap- 
ital. 

‘There are more and more 
people in Israel who support a 
compromise for Jerusalem 
which should remain united 
but a capita] of two states.” he 
said. 

Husseini said he was pleased 
to see courageous Israelis 
speaking out in support of 
ffalestinian rights. “We see 
courageous hearts and minds 
who are able to speak on the 
rights of Ffalestinians," he told 
reporters. 

Israel occupied east 
Jerusalem in 1967 and later 
illegally annexed it to Jewish 
west Jerusalem as the “united 
and eternal capital” of the 
state. 


Analysts see renewed opportunity for Jordan to strengthen ties with Syria 


By Raua Sabbagh Gargour 

AMMAN — Syria and Jordan are 
sending clear signals they want bet- 
ter ties, but farther improvement 
hinges on their ability to balance dif- 
ferences over Middle East peace 
and uneasy links with Tlnkey and 
Iran. 

Both states have been trading ges- 
tures of goodwill since Syrian Pres- 
ident Hafez Assad, in a surprise 
move, attended King Hussein's 
funeral on Feb. 8 — setting foot in 
Jordan for the first time since 

Amman angered Syria by signing 
the 1994 peace treaty with Israd. 
Bv making a rare foray abroad. 


Assad a master strategist who had a 
history of uneasy ties with the late 
King Hussein, indicated thai he 
wanted better relations with Jordan 

NEWS ANALYSIS 


and that Syria is still interested in the 
Middle East peace process. 

‘■Naturally, the Syrians are seek- 
ing to win over Ffis Majesty King 
Abdullah and to get a better idea of 
his thinking after he ascended the 
Throne in a state that neighbours 
them and has always assumed an 
active role in regional politics,” said 
an independent politician. 


“Likewise, the King, who is start- 
ing a new era and has a natural and 
obvious interest in building good 
ties with Arab and foreign states, is 
reciprocating Syria's moves." 

Over the past seven weeks, Syrian 
and Jordanian leaders have traded 
scores of emotionally-charged con- 
gratulatory cables on various 
national occasions, indicating that 
their fractured bilateral ties are on 
the mend. 

Assad’s see Bashar, being 
groomed to run Syria in die future, 
made an unprecedented trip to 
Amman last month to get to know 
King Abdullah, the first of a new 
generation of Middle East rulers. 


Days later, Syria's state-run media 
and a Damascus-based, Iranian- 
backed alliance of eight Palestinian 
parties who oppose peace with 
Israel halted six years of routine crit- 
icism of Jordan to give diplomacy a 
chance. 

These overtures contrast sharply 
with the bad state of Jordanian-Syr- 

ian affairs that escalated to SUCh 3 

level five months ago dial even 
Egypt offered to mediate. 

Syria, on the verge of a military 
clash wife Turkey in early October, 
provoked Amman with accusations 
made by Defence Minister Mustafa 
TTass that Jordan was trying to 
“Judaise” its people and that 


Amman had obstructed the Saudi 
army from crossing into Jordan to 
aid Syria in defence of the Golan 
Heights during the 1973 war. 

Amman , in him, stepped up criti- 
cism of Syrian policies and adopted 
a more open campaign to win the 
release of more than 400 Jordanian 
prisoners held in Syrian jails, many 
for over three decades. Syria denies 
holding any Jordanians. 

Despite foe recent upbeat mood in 
both countries, many Jordanian offi- 
cials’ say in private that years of seri- 
ous underlying differences continue 
between the two neighbouring 
states over their regional roles. 

Syrian attempts to meddle in Jor- 


dan’s internal affaire over foe past 
decades and to transform foe King- 
dom into a client state like Lebanon, 
where Syria is foe main power bro- 
ker, remains an apprehension 
among Jordanian officials 
“We have told the Syrians on 
every occasion in foe past that Jor- 
dan will not sacrifice its sov ereignty 
or independence in return for "any 
improvement in ties, and that any 
bilateral dealings have to be bal- 
anced and to be fault on equal in', 
mutual respect and non-interference 
in each others' affaire,” a Cabinet 
minister told the Jordan Times. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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New government pledges 
measures to pull economy 
out of ‘recession’ 


Serbs defiant after NATO strike on Belgrade, bridge 


(Continued from page 1) 

Deputies have long com- 
plained that their views on 
privatisation were ignored, 
especially when the govern- 
ment signed on a strategic 
partner in the Jordan 
Cement Factory's privatisa- 
tion last year and announced 
plans to privatise the Aqaba 
Railway Corporation. 

Rawabdeh pledged to 
strengthen the monetary and 
financial environment in 
Jordan by reducing the 
deficit and rimming public 
spending. 

Maintaining the value of’ 
the dinar is of utmost priori- 
ty to the government, he 
said. 

In 1989 the Kingdom's 
foreign reserves were totally 
depleted and the govern- 
ment was forced to seek 
financial backing from the 
International Monetary 
Fund to oversee an econom- 
ic restructuring programme. 
The dinar had witnessed a 
sharp devaluation, but under 
the IMF adjustment pro- 
gramme the currency was 
stabilised and has remained 
steady against other curren- 
cies. 

According to the premier, 
the Cabinet will soon pre- 
sent the House with two 
draft laws intended to 
upgrade the performance of 
commercial banks and 
insurance companies. 

He said the Cabinet will 
work diligently to keep 


prices stable and fend off 
inflation, thus helping to 
guarantee the public's pur- 
chasing power. 

Rawabdeh pledged that 
the government will not hes- 
itate to fight corruption and 
will refer to the courts those 
suspected of involvement in 
such offences. 

Rawabdeh said the gov- 
ernment will concentrate on 
oil prospecting, especially in 
the southern parts of the 
country, and make optimal 
use of power projects to 
cope with energy shortages. 

Jordan receives all its oil 
and oil derivative needs 
from Iraq under a special 
arrangement with the U.N. 
Sanctions Committee. 

Turning to the economi- 
cally depressed agricultural 
sector, the prime minister 
said the government is keen 
to extend support in the 
form of soft loans to farmers 
and to formulate a national 
strategy for mediom-size 
farmers. 

On other issues. Rawab- 
deb said his government 
was determined to strength- 
en democracy and safeguard 
public freedoms, adding that 
tbe Cabinet is ready to enter 
into dialogue with opposi- 
tion parties and professional 
unions to reach a consensus. 

Many government watch- 
ers have been privately 
pushing for extensive 
reforms to the judiciary, 
including a review of the 
appointment of judges. 


He said a draft law would 
be introduced to ensure the 
independence of the judicia- 
ry and grant it a budget sep- 
arate from that of the Justice 
Ministry. 

On inter-Arab relations, a 
major challenge for the gov- 
ernment, Rawabdeh said 
Jordan will strengthen its 
ties in general, but especial- 
ly with Iraq, Syria, Egypt, 
Saudi Arabia and the Pales- 
tinian National Authority, 
and will spare no effort to 
lift the U.N. sanctions on 
Iraq, Libya and Sudan. 

Rawabdeh said Jordan 
believes that some form of 
unity will emerge between 
the Palestinian and Jordan- 
ian peoples when the Pales- 
tinians establish an indepen- 
dent state on their national 
soil with Jerusalem as their 
capital. 

He said peace with Israel 
was a strategic choice but 
added that it is not a “peace 
at any price.” 

The failure of promised 
peace dividends to materi- 
alise has soured more than 
opposition circles towards 
Jordan's 1994 treaty with 
Israel, and the intransigence 
of Israel's Likud-led govern- 
ment to make good on the 
Oslo and Wye River accords 
has only fuelled resentment- 
'll is a peace that is based 
on rights, justice and 
international legitimacy, and 
is durable and receives pub- 
lic support,” Rawabdeh 
said. 


(Continued from page 1) 

But Belgrade residents saw it 
as an assault by the United 
States on the city's population. 

“Nothing is sired for diem. I 
do not dare to think what 
would happen if the missiles 
fell just a few metres away.” 
Stqjan, a pensioner, said, indi- 
cating a maternity hospital a 
few metres from the destroyed 
ministries. 

‘It seems that die Americans 
started WWffl last night, but 
they should rake note on how 
Hi tier ended.” he said, referring 
to die last time Belgrade was 
bombed, by Nazi Germany in 
1941. 

A young man said he feared 
that “this was just a beginning 
But what can you expect from 
die country which used atomic 
bombs od civilians?' 

Low, heavy cloud cover has 
so far severely restricted 
NATO warplanes from attack- 
ing Serbian troops and tanks 
deployed in Kosovo, but the 
alliance said the weather 
should clear in the next few 
days, allowing an ‘ intensified” 
air campaign. 

“There will be an intensifica- 
tion until Milosevic fully com- 
plies with NATO's terms,’' 
British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair said on British television. 

hi Brussels, Secretary Gener- 
al Javier Solana toughened 


NATO demands for Kosovo 
on Saturday, telling Milosevic 
to puD all forces out and accept 
a NATO-Jed force to escort eth- 
nic Albanians borne. 

The shift, while not yet for- 
mally endorsed by the alliance, 
was a nan in the coffin of the 
RambomQet settlement, which 
would allow Milosevic to keep 
a reduced security presence of 
3,500 police and troops in an 
autonomous Kosovo. 

The package negotiated at 
RambomDet in nance was 
agreed by the Kosovo Albani- 
ans bin not by Milosevic. 

Major NATO allies are con- 
cerned that he may soon offer 
to accept it, after having radi- 
cally altered the ethnic makeup 
of Kosovo through a massive 
ethnic cleansing program. 

“The chance of an acceptable 
solution relying cm Rambouil- 
let is increasingly remote,” a 
high-ranking Western military 
official said “These people 
have to go home. This deporta- 
tion cannot stand” 

Solana demanded that 
Yugoslavia “stop all repressive 
and combat activity and with- 
draw its forces from Kosovo.” 

It must “accept arrangements 
in which all refugees can return 
safely to Kosovo under the pro- 
tection of an international secu- 
rity force,” he said in a stares 
nrent 

Solatia's demand indicated 


that NATO now intended to 
impose a Kosovo security 
force on Yugoslavia rather than 
allow Milosevic to agree to the 
Rambouillet peace settlement 
and its provision for an 
international peacekeeping 
mission. 

■“We will defeat you," Blair 
told Milosevic, predicting that 
the Yugoslav president would 
offer to talk peace in Two or 
three days." 

At the Albanian frontier post 
of Pashtrikur. a refugee. Ardjan 
Duraku, described the tactics 
used by Serb soldiers and 
police to clear Kosovo of its 
population. 

“They kill all those who 
don't run away in a few sec- 
onds- I’ve seen seven children 
killed. And the Serbian civil- 
ians. neighbours who promised 
to protect us the day before, 
they help them set fire to the 
houses.” he said 

The BBC showed what it 
said were the first pictures of 
massacres by Serbs of ethnic 
Albanians in Kosovo on Satur- 
day. 

The BBC said a reporter on 
the Macedonian bonder with 
Kosovo had obtained the video 
film from a Kosovo Albanian 
who had filmed his home town 
of Kiusa in the south of the 
province after Serb units had 
left. 

The film, which the BBC 


said was too gruesome to 
broadcast in all but far-off 
glim pses until later in the 
evening, purportedly showed a 
number of bodies of men lying 
in pools of blood in the streets 
and in fields. 

The filmmaker, who was 
identified as Milain Bellanica, 
said he had returned to his iown 
after the Serbs had passed 
throuah. He made the film and 
then snuggled it to Macedonia 

He said the bodies he found 
were those of men w ho had 
been executed with a single 
bullet to the back of the head. 

Meanwhile, the new ethnic 
Albanian “government" of 
Kosovo on Saturday ordered a 
general mobilisation of all 
Kosovo Albanians of fighting 
age who have arrived in Alba- 
nia since last Saturday. 

The order came in a commu- 
nique quoted by Albanian tele- 
vision. 

“All men aged from 18 to 50 
have the obligation to join the 
Kosovo Liberation Army’ to 
fight against the Milosevic 
regime which is killing us and 
chasing us from our lands ” it 
said. 

It was the first official order 
given by the new “govern- 
ment” headed by the KLA's 
political chief Hashim ThaqL 
whose formation was 
announced late Friday. 


eminent is to organise armed 
resistance in the face of Serb 
violence.” a Tirana-bailed KLA 
official, w ho wished to remain 
anonvmous. said. 

Tbe KLA had already started 
recruiting men fleeing Kosovo 
at Albanian border posts. AFP 
was able to confirm Saturday 

Bdsrade .says the “unprece- 
dented vandalism of NATO 
forces" is the main reason for 
the mass civilian exodus. 

Britain has put forward the 
idea of a “.sanctuary ' ’ in Mace- 
donia which Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook said would fcc 
"created, protected and sup- 
plied by NATO troops." 

In .Albania, ov erw helmed by 
1 70.000 Kosovo refugees, 
plans are also being made for a 
huge helicopter airlift to move 
three who crossed the border in 
remote mountain areas and to 
more accessible places. 

NATO's military spokesman. 
British .Air Commodore David 
\VUby. said there was also 
"growing evidence" in Mon- 
tenegro. Serbia's much smaller 
sister state in Yugoslavia, that 
Milosevic is planning a coup 
(see story on page 12V. 

The Russian reconnaissance 
ship Liman sailed through 
Turkey's Bosphorous strait on 
its way from the black sea to 
the Mediterranean to underline 
Moscow's solidarity with Bel- 
grade. 


"One of the aims of this gov- 


what’s going on 

dation until April 29 (Tel. 5699141/2). 


FILMS 

• Sweetish film "The Seventh 
Seal” at Darat A! Funun, Jabal Weib- 
deh, on Tuesday April 6 at 6:30 pan. 

• T know What You Did Last 
Summer at Books@Caf6, Jabal 
Amman at 830 pan. flfel. 
4650457/8). 


EXHIBITIONS 

• “Photos from Berlin" by Bas- 
sam T jib h ood at die University of Jor- 
dan, Faculty of Humanities, until 
April 5. 

• Display of Iraq AJ Amir collec- 
tion at the Jordan Design and Trade 
Centre of the Noor A1 Hi&sein Foun- 


(The exhibition includes handicraft, 
pottery, handwoven fabrics, cushions, 
handmade paper, and food). 

• “Amman... A Meeting Point" 
by Swedish artists Ann Edholm and 
Hakan Rhenberg at Dana A1 Funun, 
Jabal Weibdeh. Also displaying works 


by contemporary Arab artists, until 
April 22. 

• Works on paper Rn$riaa 
artist Yuri Pestov entitled M Af Fof- 
douse. the Rose Garden” ar the Jor- 
danian Plastic Artists Association, 
Jabal Weibdeh. until April 12 CRi 
4623297). 


Analysts see renewed opportunity for Jordan to strengthen ties with Syria 


(Continued from page 1) 

“We will build on ties that have 
ensued with Syria for years. But we 
will not start from scratch, and there 
should be no prerequisites-. We are 
not talking to foe Syrians pf we have 
to] stop talking to Israel or to 
Turkey.'’ 

Syrian-Jordanian ties began to 
deteriorate in June 1994 when Jor- 
dan and Israel signed a declaration of 
intent in anticipation of a peace 
treaty clinched four months later. For 
Syria, foe treaty was a blow to 
Assad's efforts to keep a urn ted Arab 
front in peace negotiations that left it, 
and its aDy Lebanon, isolated and 
more vulnerable than at any time in 
decades of conflict with the Jewish 
state. 

But differences separating King 
Hussein and Assad long predated the 
treaty. Jordan was firmly pro-West- 
ern while formally at war with Israel, 
white Assad had the backing of the 
Soviet Union. 

Diplomats believe Assad, keen to 
test the waters for a possible change 
of policy under King Abdullah, 
would like to draw Jordan away 
from the Jewish state. 

But he knows that Syria has little 
to offer that could entice King 
Abdullah to abandon the policies of 
the late King Hussein, who shifted 


alliances throughout his 47-year 
retgn to maintain Jordan's strategic 
position as a buffer state between 
Israel and its traditional foes Syria 
and Iraq. 

' The month-old- government of 
Prime Minister Abdur-Ra’uf S. 
Rawabdeh has made it clear that any 
improvement in Jordan’s ties with 
Arab and Gulf states win not come 
at the expense of cooler ties with 
Israel 

If Jordan can seize foe opportuni- 
ty provided by these recent Syrian 
gestures, it could help neutralise the 
front wife Syria instead of having to 
grapple with uneasy ties with both 
Syna and Iraq,” said a Lower House 
deputy. ‘Tuithennore, any improve- 
ment with any Arab countries will 
always be a popular step at home.” 

King Abdullah's letter of designa- 
tion to Rawabdeh’s government reit- 
erated Jordan’s iron-clad commit- 
ment to tbe treaty with Israel even 
though the Arab-Israebi peace 
process has been more or less dead- 
locked since Benyamin Netanyahu 
become premier of Israel in May 
1996. 

However, it is widely believed in 
Amman’s elite circle of pohtidans 
that the new Monarch is to slow the 
pace of normalisation with Israel at 
least initially and in the run-up to tbe 
Israeli election on May 17, in order 


to win more credit at home and in the 
region. 

While Damascus realises that Jor- 
dan’s peace treaty with Israel cannot 
be undone, Jordanian neutrality 
between Israel and the Arabs would 
represent an improvement on 
Amman's perceived tilt towards 
Israel diplomats said. 

Damascus is also eyeing prospects 
of resumed peace talks after tbe 
Israeli ballot 

“You need to look ar the recent 
Syrian behaviour towards Jordan in 
a comprehensive manner;" said a 
senior officiaL “If you want to 
improve your relations or to re- 
engage in negotiations fa- peace 
with Israel you cannot just go 
against those who have already dcrae 
the same thing that you would like to 
da" he added. 

“The Syrians know that sooner or 
later they will have to go back to the 
negotiating table and that Jordan 
could act as a go-between, if Labour 
wins the May elections." 

Peace talks between Israel and 
Syria started at the Madrid peace 
conference in 1991, but have been 
frozen since February 1996. Syria 
insists the talks can only resume if 
Netanyahu respects verbal undertak- 
ings given by his Labour predeces- 
sors to withdraw from tbe Golan 
Heights Israel occupied in 1967 in 


exchange for peace. 

But Netanyahu insists he is not 
bound by past verbal promises and 
that talks must start "uncondjtional- 

I *" 

However. Jordan's growing mili- 
tary and political ties with Turkey 
remain a major thorn in Jordanian- 
Syrian ties. 

Amman’s participation as an 
observer in Isradi-Turidsh naval 
manoeuvres two years ago outraged 
Damascus, which had already 
denounced a 1996 military coopera- 
tion deal signed between Israel and 
Turkey. 

Jordan has denied Syrian accusa- 
tions that it formed a pact with the 
two countries to threaten other Arab 
stares. 

“Jordan has a strategic interest in 
maintaining good links with Turkey, 
which apart from many socio-eco- 
nomic and political factors, remains 
the only counterweight to Iranian 
influence in the region after the col- 
lapse of Iraqi power following the 
1990-91 Gulf crisis,'’ said an officiaL 

Jordan angered Syria by hacking 
Iraq against Iran during die 1980- 
1988 Gulf War. 

Despite a two-year-old Jordanian- 
Iranian rapprochement, Amman 
continues to keep tabs on Damascus’ 
strategic links wih Tehran even after 
tbe June 1996 election of moderate 


Iranian President Mohammad 
Khatami. 

Though Jordan has distanced itself 
from Iraq over the years, especially 
after foe Gulf crisis sparked by 
Baghdad's invasion of Kuwait in 
August 1990. Syria's major external 
concern at present is its eastern flank, 
diplomats said. 

Syria believes the aim of the US. 
is to replace die Iraqi regime with a 
pro-Westem government and to 
bring Iraq into die US.-Israeli-Turk- 
ishcamp. 

From Damascus' geopolitical 
stand, die overthrow of Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein and die emer- 
gence of a pro-Westem regime 
would complete the encirclement of 
Syria as well as threaten its ally, Iran. 

Jordan has been calling for change 
in Iraq since granting refuge to top 
Iraqi defectors in 1995, sparking 
unease in Syria over a possible Jor- 
danian role in Iraq. 

Iraq's strained ties with Syria have 
eased over the past two years, but 
both states are run by rival Ba’ath 
parties. 

“Neither Iraq nor Syria want to see 
any role for Jordan in Iraq,’’ said a 
diplomat “So, this will continue to 
be another challenge.'' 

Meanwhile, both Syria and Jor- 
dan, undergoing serious economic 
and political changes at home. 


appear ready to set aside past ten- 
sions and to open a new- chapter. 

The ascension of King .Abdullah to 
the Throne and the absence of any 
peace negotiators in Rawabdeh s 
Cabinet has been welcomed in 
Syria 

King Abdullah took over as Assad 
began his fifth seven-year term in 
office preparing to launch new eco- 
nomic and political policies to 
ensure a smooth succession. 

‘There is growing belief that Syria 
is about to launch a compreheasive 
re-evaluation of its stand on several 
regional files, starting with its Arab 
neighbours and ending with the 
peace process." wrote columnist 
Onrib Rantawi in the Arabic daily A1 
Dustouron Saturday. 

“Syria has felt a deep weakness 
caused by Iraq and has realised the 
impart of worsening ties with its 
southern neighbours Jordan and 
Palestine. Hence, it had decided to 
mend and deepen ties after realising 
the difficulty in making up for this 
imbalance by solely relying on Iran.” 

Officials said King Abdullah was 
planning to visit Syria in the next 
few weeks as pan of an Arab tour to 
explain his views and to capitalise on 
unprecedented regional pledges of 
support since the death of Kina Hus- 
sein. 

Syrian Foreign Minister Farouq 


Shara'a plans to visit .Amman by 
next month to prepare for a meeting 
of the Higher Jordanian-Syrian 
Committee, the first since I9S9* 

The committee, co-chaircd by the 
Syrian and Jordanian, prime rrriniv 
ters. Is set to meet in Damascus to 
chart an overall strategy for brood- 
based cooperation. But no dates for 
Shara’a s trip or for the meeting have 
been set 

Officials believe there is ample 
room for improving Jordan's modest 
trade links with Syria and for getting 
a firm commitment to honour Jor- 
dan's full water share from the 
Yarmouk River as the water-parched 
Kingdom braces for a hot summer. 

A few joint investment projects 
bom out of rare political closeness in 
the late 1980s are barely operating. 

Officials also hope ihai further 
fence-mending with Syria will result 
in Damascus sending an ambassador 
to run the mission in Jordan, a post 
vacant since November 1993. in eas- 
ing travel procedures on Jordanians 
and in ending a nine-year-old jam- 
ming of Jordan Television. 

‘There is great room for improving 
ties, especially on the economic 
front." said one official. “But we 
have to work on sustaining normal 
daily ties and on separating them 
from any of our political" differ- 
ences." 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 


19:00 


— Le Journal 


19:15 ... 
19:30 „ 

.French Focus 

.News headlines 

19:33 


20 JO ~ 

..-Walker Texas Ranger 

21:15 



22:10 Mmi- series - Blind Face 

(ptl) 


PRAYER TIMES 

03:58 ...- 


05:17.-... 

U-39 


15:12 


18:01 


19:19..... 

. — — ‘Isha 


CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, TeL 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel 
4632785 

S L Joseph Church TeL 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church TeL 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tel 
4624S53/46248U. 

St Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel 4771751. 

Amman International Church 
TeL 5865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 58 11295 
Church. of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
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ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
St John tbe Baptist at De la 
SaDe College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
fieh Tel. 5920146 
Tbe Uniate Catholic Church 
TU. 4624757 

The EngHsh - Langnagc 
Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 

4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TOL 4771331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 

Temperatures are expected to 
rise gradually today and 
tomorrow. It will be moderate 
to warm with clouds appearing 
at different altitudes and winds 
easterly to southeasterly mod- 
erate. In Aqaba, it will be mod- 
erate, winds northerly moder- 
ate. and seas calm. 


MlruMax. temp. 
Amman 


..08/20 

..14/28 


Deserts 

Jordan Valley ... 


-05/22 

.13/28 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 18 Aqaba 26. Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 34 percent, 
Aqaba 25 percent. 

Following are tbe tempieatures 
expected today in the following 
areas: 


Ajloun 

Jerash 

05/15 

08/19 

Urn Qays. 

...09/21 

MaAaba, 

08/20 


06/22 

Dead Sea 

,. — 14/28 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dn KhaQTusiuq 4757253 

Dr. Bab jat Bader 5332642 

Dn Nasser Ibrahim 535432 

Dc WafiqQaddumi .4893542 

AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy 5661912 

A1 Salami Pharmacy 4636730 
Mayadah Pharmacy ...5537004 
RuknAlDawa Pharmacy 5536169 
IRBED: 

Dr. Issam Salih....i021246S58 
Fon’ad Pharmacy .(02)275360 
ZARQA: 

Dr. Walid Nabhan .(05)3851743 


Palestine Pharmacy_(05)983562 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre. „.. 4637111 
Civil Deface Deportment .56611 11 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency.. ...199 
Rescue BaSce 192,4621111,4637777 

Fire Brigade 4617101 

Blood Bank. >.4775121 

Highway Police 5343402 

Traffic Police-.. 4896390 

Public Security DepU..463032I 

Hotel Complaints .5605300 

Price Complain ls_„„ .,5661176 

^VhBr&SeiragsCoiipkHB 4897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 7871 11 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) 121 

Overseas Cails 0132 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs .4623101 

AbdaliTeL Repairs . M ...^661101 

JotdanTeteviskra .4773111 

Radio Jordan -477411 i 

Water Authority ....5680100 

J. Eectririty Authority .5815615 

Electric Power Co .4636381 

RJ Flight Infonnation-44-53200 
Queen Alia Inti Airport ..44-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Tbe Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
dalSurgay 5921199 


The Islamic, Abdli — __ 5666I3I/7 
Hussein Medical Cfentre-5856856 
Lumrila 4630195 


Khabdi Maternity- 
Akfleh Maternity.. 


— 4644281/6 
— 4642441/2 


Jabal Amman Maternity. _4642362 
Malhas, J. Amman. .—4636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani .5607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 5607431 

Jordan Hospital .5607550 

University Hospital 5353444 

ANMuasber Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 566416W6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 4777101/3 

AJ-Bashir 4775111/26 

Arniy, Maria .4891611/15 

Queen Ala Hospital 5157100 

Amal Hospital 5607 155 

A1 Amal Cancer Centre -5353000 
Jerusalem Hospital 4387181 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital...- (09)98673 1 
A1 Hikma Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 

IRBDD: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Roman Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn A1 Nafees Hospital 

(02) 7101372. t02) 7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

(02)7102831.(02)7102011 

Speciality Hospital 1 02) 7103100 


AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital 
(0312014111 

FOR THE 
TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department ar tbe Queen Alia 
Internationa] Airport Tei. 
(44)53200 where it should always 
be verified. Information on otter 
flights is obtained on telephone 
(44) 52700 or (44) 523250. Infor- 
mation on Royal Wings flights 
can be supplied on phone 
4875201-5 


arrivals 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
06:15 — -Bangkok. Doha (Rjj 

— Damascus (RJ) 

.-Beirut (Rjj 


06:15 

07:30 

08:10 


— Dcirui (Kjj 

®8J0 — —Jeddah (addHRfi 

no-ic .... 


08-35 

09:05 


Jeddah (RJt 

■- Bombay (RJ) 


_ ....... (KJ j 

OSfcOS . JDhahran. Riyadh (RJ) 

10:10 DuW. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

14:00 — -Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

16:00 — — Jeddah (add) (RJ) 
16.-45 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 


17KB Manchester. Athens laddi (RJ> 

London (RJ) 

18:15 J J arisfRX) 

*8:30 Brussels udd) iRT) 

Frankfurt (RJ) 

20:15 — Rome (RJ) 

20:415 -Madrid. Geneva (RIt 

Vienna. Aqaba (RJ) 

23:55 .Cairo iRJ) 

02:20 . Vienna i add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

14:35 — Istanbul (TK i 

18:00 ...._Duhai. Damascus (EK) 
1&40 -Beirm (MEi 

g£- — 

- -PariMAF> 

- Tel Aviv (LY» 

Cano (MS) 

- 5L - S ^- London, Beirut (BAi 

r^ 5 -.Amsterdam iKl) 

”? -.LamaeaiCYi 

-Bucharest (RO) 

02:00 Rome (AZ) 

Royal Wings fRWl Flights 
07:50 Aqaba (arriving at QALAi 
IRW) 

1030 Tei Aviv i arriving at QAlA ) 
(RW) 

l&00..Aqaba (arriving at Maria 
Airport) |RW) 

1&45 Tel Aviv {arriving at QAiA > 


DEPARTURES 


Jordanian (Rj I Flights 




-Aqaba, Paris l addi (RJ! 

O^ 00 — Brussels! add H.RJ) 

09:00 - Jeddah <add) <RJl 

09:00 — -..Madrid (RJi 

Ofc-W — FrankfuniRJ] 

10 *-^ -..Athens. Rome (RJ) 

10:45 . — Aqaba. Vienna (RJ) 

I1:0 U - Jeddahi add HRJ) 

11:15 Tunis. Casablanca iRJ> 

11:45 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

16:00 - .London (RTt 

1 ^ r0 ° Vienna i add i (RT) 

20:05 -.Cairo iRJ) 

20:20 —New Delhi iRJi 

20:20 - Jeddah (RJ1 

-1:00 Abu Dhah. Dubai iRJ) 

21: ^° Bangkok tRJi 

Damavcus (RJi 

“k® — Sanaa iRJl 

00:30 Kuala Lumpur. Jakarta (RJ) 

°^ :0 ° — Jeddah laddi iRJ> 


Other Flights 

07:10 - -...Frankfun (LH) 

Istanbul TO! 

Dubai (EK) 

- Kiev (61H 

— -Beirut (ME) 
— .Tel Aviv (LY); 

.Cairo (MS) 1 

-Amsterdam (KL) ■ 
— Bucharest (RO) ; 
— -Rome (AZ) ‘ 


15:35 

19:00 . 

19:40 _ 
20.-00 

21:10 

21-JO 

0Qi35 

01:55 

03KW 


07:15 Beirut, London (BA); 

Royal Wings IRYV) Flights ! 

Tel Aviv (arriving fturn ‘ 
QAU) (RW) 

°&30 .Aqaba (from Marka Air- i 
pornCRW] : 

16:30 Te l Aviv (from Maria Air- ‘ 
portHRVVi * 

20 JO ..Aqaba i from QAU? iRW) ; 
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Rawabdeh outlines tough agenda in policy statement 


AMMAN (IT.) — Follow- 
ing are major excerpts of 
Prime Minister Abdur-Ra'uf 
S. Rawabdeh 's government 
policy statement 

My government takes 
pride in being the first under 
the reign of His Majesty 
King Abdullah and hopes to 
shoulder its responsibility in 
a stage in which the nation is 
facing serious challenges. 

I extend a hand to Parlia- 
ment for close cooperation, 
consultation and exchange 
of advice T since Parliament 
represents the Jordanian 
poaple, their hopes and their 
aspirations. As I present my 
government's policy, I seek 
your support and help in 
executing the King's direc- 
tives and helping achieve 
our aspirations for a brighter 
future. 

This government holds no 
magic wand but determina- 
tion and resolve to carry out 
its task in cooperation with 
Parliament and in true com- 
mitment to the provisions of 
the Jordanian constitution. 

This government will not 
shirk its responsibilities or 
duties, and pledges to be 
open to all citizens...[We] 
believe in pluralism; the 
main foundation of democ- 
racy. 

Therefore, this govern- 
ment will open dialogue 
with all political parties, pro- 
fessional associations and 
trade unions and will coop- 
erate with all sectors. 

This government believes 
enhancing national unity and 
ensuring justice to all is a 
duty, and will therefore 
guarantee the independence 
of the judicial authority by 
preventing any interferenece 
in its affairs. We will work in 
conjunction with the judi- 
ciary in preparing a draft law 
that will help develop the 
judicial and separate the 
Ministry of Justice's budget 
from that of the judiciary's 
budget 

This government believes 
in democracy which protects 
the rights' of aff'ah'd ensures 
stronger national unity. The 


government is determined to 
further consolidate the rales 
and principles of democra- 
cy.. .and will ensure public 
freedoms notable free 
expression within the law 
and welcomes c ns tractive 
criticism. 

The Jordan Armed Forces 
are the nation's shield, 
defending citizens and pro- 
tecting national interests. 
The government will, there- 
fore, ensure all possible sup- 
port to the Armed Forces as 
well as the security services 
which guarantee security 
and stability for Jordanians. 

Administrative reform 

The public administration 
has been plagued with 
bureaucracy, incompetence, 
abuse of authority, a lack of 
control and poor perfor- 
mance. 

Therefore, the government 
will carry out administrative 
reform, because none of its 
programmes can be imple- 
mented except.. .through an 
efficient administration that 
assumes its duties and car- 
ries out its task. We will 
focus attention on restructur- 
ing the public administration 
system and we will select 
leaders based on their com- 
petence, efficiency and 
integrity. 

The government will sup- 
port the work of honest 
employees who cany out 
their duties with honour and 
honesty, behaving as ser- 
vants to the public. We will 
remove from office any offi- 
cial who abuses his or her 
position regardless of rank 
or level. 

Corruption 

The government is deter- 
mined to deal with corrup- 
tion which has been rampant 
in all sectors. The govern- 
ment will deal seriously with 
all cases. [We] will strike the 
hands of the corrupt and 
bring them to justice, and 
; [we will] reward the honest 
hard working. We intend to 


open an ombudsman's office 
to hear public complaints 
and grievances and we 
intend to enhance the role of 
the Audit Bureau to protea 
public funds. 

Legal reforms 

We realise that many laws 
are obsolete and do not cater 
to modem developments and 
improved services. We, 
therefore, intend to intro- 
duce measures to simplify 
routine work, cut unneces- 
sary expenses and save time 
for the public and the gov- 
ernment 

...This task requires a huge 
effort but we are determined 
to overcome obstacles. We 
hope to maintain close con- 
sultation with Parliament in 
ensuring services and jus- 
tice. We also intend to devel- 
op municipal and other local 
councils to enable them to 
act as partners in providing 
public services. This is to be 
done through efficient and 
competent administrative 
units which can give us 
sound planning and ensure 
implementation. 

Economy 

We believe that we are fac- 
ing three main critical 
issues: economy, unemploy- 
ment and poverty, and water. 
These are chronic issues 
which have grown over the 
years. But we intend to work 
with Parliament to find solu- 
tions which could entail 
tough decisions and harsh 
measures. 

The government will 
place.. .particular achievable 
objectives. I would like to 
point out that Ionian’s econ- 
omy has retreated and is fac- 
ing a recession felt by every 
citizen. No theoretical views 
can justify such a situation. 
It is true thai most countries 
of the region are facing a 
recession, but in our case, 
recession is hard on Jordani- 
ans given their limited 
income and meagre J ‘ 

resources. Therefore, there 


can be no alternative to 
immediate measures to stop 
this retreat and stimulate the 
economy. 

Our brothers around the 
woild at the time of the pass- 
ing of His Majesty the late 
King Hussein stood by us. 
We want to build on that and 
hope to give momentum to 
the economy by securing 
aid, through joint investment 
projects and by exporting 
Jordan’s products and labour 
force. 

We intend to adopt the fol- 
lowing strategy to deal with 
the economy, poverty and 
unemployment and to attract 
investments: 

1. By attracting investment 
and creating job opportuni- 
ties; 

2. By improving the public 
administration's efficiency 
and competence; 

3. By addressing poverty 
and upgrading human 


role in our economy, and the 
government will give due 
attention to this sector and 
will develop the natural, 
archaeological and religious 
tourist sites and will stimu- 
late the process of marketing 
Jordan abroad. 

The government will also 
prepare a national pro- 
gramme for the excavation 
of archaeological sites and 
will build a national muse- 
um for antiquities. 

We will go ahead with the 
process of privatisation and 
restructure those govern- 
ment companies which con- 
tinually race losses. We 
believe that privatisation, 
which means a greater role 
for the private sector; is 
bound to increase efficiency 
and improve the quality of 
products. The government 
intends to attract competent 
and efficient cadres to deal 
with this issue. 


resources; 

4. By opening trade and 
investment to the world. 

At the same time the gov- 
ernment will take measures 
to secure price stability and 
keep inflation M its lowest 
level. 

As to indebtedness, the 
government has already 
made intensive contacts with 
creditor nations in die hopes 
of reducing Jordan’s debt 
burden Jordan. The govern- 
ment also is developing the 
Amman Financial Market 
and restructuring its activi- 
ties to guarantee sharehold- 
ers' rights. The government 
will work to develop the 
Investment-Promotion Cor- 
poration and simplify proce- 
dures to encourage 
investors. It intends to pre- 
sent to Parliament a new 
draft banking law that elimi- 
nates all the loopholes in die 
existing law. The govern- 
ment believes foreign trade 
is the lung of industry, thus 
we intend to reduce customs 
duty, particularly on primary 
goods for local industries so 
that we can ensure more 
exports'.’"*^ - . " “ f ' 

Tourism also plays a key ; 


Unemployment 

It also believes that unem- 
ployment is a chronic dis- 
ease that causes frustration 
and suffering for many peo- 
ple. We intend to address 
this issue by helping local 
job-seekers to take the place 
of guest workers. We will 
focus our attention on these 
measures and will improve 
the working conditions of 
Jordanians to encourage 
them to engage in any ser- 
vice in different fields. In 
this respect, we intend to 
offer vocational training so 
that job-seekers become 
q ualifi ed for the labour mar- 
ket 

The government will also 
increase its cooperation with 
labour unions and will give 
due attention and support 
Jordanian workers abroad. 

Water shortage 

As to the water situation in 
the Kingdom, we will seek 
new water resources and 
take crucial measures to 
ensure good water quality 
''Yor differehi uses. The gov- 
ernment will revise its strat- 


egy and attract competent 
cadres to do the job and hold 
a national conference on 
water to find long-term solu- 
tions for our future water 
needs. The government has 
worked out an emergency 
water plan to deal with the 
expected water shortage this 
summer. It will work to draw 
water from the Disi basin, 
and studies in this respect 
are nearly completed, paving 
the way for the implementa- 
tion of this vital project 

Jordan has meagre energy 
resources, and our energy 
consumption is on the rise. 
The government will inten- 
sify prospecting for oil and 
natural gas in cooperation 
with local and foreign com- 
panies and will give due' 
attention to utilising shale 
oil to produce crude oil for 
power generation. 

Culture and education 

With regard to education, 
Jordan has made major 
strides in providing school 
buildings, curricula and text- 
books. But we intend to fur- 
ther improve these facilities 
and we will focus on teach- 
ers and help them acquire 
higher qualifications and 
carry out their tasks as best 
as possible. 

As to culture, the govern- 
ment will give due attention 
to institutions which deal 
with cultural activates and 
we will halt the retreat in the 
role of arts. The government 
will give due attention to art 
and artists and open for the 
artists the doors to audio- 
visual media and conclude 
agreements with Arab and 
friendly countries to pro- 
mote the arts. 

The government plans to 
enable the work of media to 
assume its basic role in our 
democratic life. And we 
intend to employ very com- 
petent and creative cadres 
that can help reflect Jordan's 
image to the world. 

Health care reform' 1 


With regard to health ser- 
vices, the government plans 
to revise health-care pro- 
grammes and develop the 
work of the Higher Heatlh 
Council which can draw up 
related policies. In this 
respect, the government will 
increase the number of beds 
in hospitals, build more hos- 
pitals and pursue efforts to 
secure comprehensive health 
insurance for all citizens. 
The government plans to 
expand mother and child 
care services and deal with 
contagious and other dis- 
eases. 

Environmental 

protection 

In order to protect our 
environment, the govern- 
ment intends to proceed 
with a national project of 
planting forests alongside 
roads and different areas to 
stem desertification and find 
solutions for disposing of 
harmful waste. 

Communications and 
transport 

With reference to telecom- 
munications. the govern- 
ment seeks to boost the 
capacity of telephone ser- 
vices to reach one million 
telephone lines by the end of 
the year 2000 and will 
improve and modernise this 
vital service as well as the 
mobile service through the 
Jordan Telecommunications 
Corporation. 

The government has plans 
to better organise the trans- 
port sector and attract invest- 
ment in transport projects. It 
will also give due attention 
to railway services and will 
speed up the restructuring of 
Royal Jordanian and 
improve the services of 
Aqaba sea port. 

Jordanian- Arab 
relations 

( The government believes 
'in the common destiny of'" 
foe Jordanian and Palestin- 


ian people and takes pride in 
Jordan’s role towards the 
Palestinian problem. The 
government will stand by 
foe Palestinians and foe 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity which strives to guaran- 
tee foe legitimate rights of 
the Palestinian people and 
establish an independent 
state on Palestinian national 
soil. We will work with the 
PNA in all fields and we are 
certain that foe future will 
witness some kind of union 
between the two peoples fol- 
lowing the creation of foe 
independent state based on 
will and foe decision of the 
people of both sides. 

The government will cany 
out the King's directives in 
building strong relations 
with other Arab countries 
based on mutual respect and 
cooperation. The govern- 
ment seeks to consolidate 
Arab ranks and protect Arab 
interests and work to lift 
sanctions imposed on Iraq, 
Libya and Sudan and act and 
support our brothers in Syria 
and Lebanon to help them 
restore their lands. 

Peace process 

Peace is Jordan's strategic 
option as foe late King Hus- 
sein declared. It is also foe 
option of foe other Arab 
countries and foe world to 
secure foe stability, security 
and development of all 
nations. What we seek is 
peace based on justice and 
rights and on international 
legitimacy. Hie peace 
process has been facing 
numerous obstacles, and foe 
government, therefore, 
insists on securing the 
restoration of the rights of all 
Arab countries and wifi 
work closely with all peace- 
loving nations to put foe 
peace process back on its 
right track. The government 
will strengthen Jordan’s 
relations with all Arab and 
Islamic countries as well as 
regional ' and i ntemational 
organisations. 


...and hints at severe water conservation measures 


By Ahmad Khatib 

AMMAN — The government 
on Sannday said it is deter- 
mined to review the country’s 
water strategy through a 
national water conference, in 
which qualified experts will 
design a long-term solution to 
stave off foe Kingdom’s 
chronic water shortage and 
ensure future water security. 

"The water situation is criti- 
cal and requires immediate 
serious and decisive regula- 
tions to exploit our water 
resources properly, to find 
new resources, to meet 
increasing demand and to 
ensure water quality for all 
purposes,’' Prune Minister 
Abdur-Ra’uf S. Rawabdeh 
told the Parliament while sub- 
mitting his government’s poli- 
cy statement 

His Majesty King Abdullah 
has said immediate action 
must be taken to set up short- 
and long-term solutions to 
develop water resources and 
to ration consumption in order 
to alleviate the pressure of a 


water shortage, the most 
pressing national issue. 

Rawabdeh. who did not give 
further details on the confer- 
ence, said the government has 
set up an emergency plan to 
deal with this summer's short- 
age in line with “accepted sce- 
narios, which win be gradual- 
ly implemented according to 
developments." 

The government, which 
officially declared a state of 
drought in January, repotted 
that Jordan’s water deficit for 
the second half of this year is 
projected to reach approxi- 
mately 10 per cent, with 
demand totalling 283 million 
cubic metres and supply 
amounting to 254 mcm. 

According to the recoil 
available statistics, water lev- 
els in the King Tidal Dam has 
dropped from 72 mcm to 33.1 
mcm. Wadi Arab Dam from 
16 mcm to 9.8 mcm, Ziglab 
Dam from 3.5 mcm to 1.2 
mcm, Sha'eb Dam from 134 
mcm to 341,000 cubic metres, 
Kafrain Dam from S3 mcm to 
372,000 cubic metres and the 


desert and Karameh dams are 
nearly empty. 

The premier said new water 
wells will be drilled and linked 
to the main water network. 
Privately-owned wells will be 
also linked to foe netwesk and 
water used for agriculture will 
be reduced. 

Officials said the Ministry of 
Interior, backed by security 
agencies, will be responsible 
for exerting control over pri- 
vate wells, whose owners 
allegedly are exploiting an 
estimated 320 mcm of water 
annually. Most of them pay a 
fraction of foe cost of water 
they extract; a practice that 
hasre continued unabated for 
years, according to industry 
sources who claimed that of 
the 1,654 wells, 528 are unli- 
censed and therefore have no 
meters. 

At present, around 650 mcm 
of water per year are used for 
agriculture, part of which is 
non-renewable. Another 300 
mcm of water is used annual- 
ly for domestic purposes, 
while industry consumes 50 


mcm, according to water 
experts. 

The programme will give 
priority to securing safe drink- 
ing water, to intensifying 
maintenance of leaky water 
distribution networks, to pro- 
vide water tankers to citizens 
to meet demand, to ration exxr- 
sumption and to ensure Jor- 
dan’s full water share from 
Israel under the 1994 peace 
treaty, according to Rawab- 
deh. 

The government estimates, 
more than 50 per cent of water 
circulated to citizens has been 
lost each year due to both a 
won-out water network and 
illegal water usage. It has been 
reported that these losses cost 
foie treasury JD15 million a 
year. 

The problem has been exac- 
erbated by Israel’s declaration 
that it will cut water supply to 
Jordan stipulated in the 1994 
peace treaty by 40 per cent 
The Kingdom has strongly 
rejected foe proposal mid 
insisted on obtaming its right- 
ful water share stipulated in 


the treaty’s water annex. 

The peace deal stipulates 
that Israel extracts 12 mcm of 
water from the Yaimouk River 
in summer, and Jordan uses 
the rest In winter. Israel takes 
33 mcm from the river; erf 
which 20mcm are stored for 
Jordan in Lake Tiberias for foe 
Kingdom’s use in summer. 
According to the treaty, Jor- 
dan and Israel should cooper- 
ate to supply the Kingdom 
with an additional quantity of 
50 mcm of drinkable water 
every year 

But Israel recently said it 
was not able this winter to col- 
lea the 20 mcm from die 
Yarmouk because of a region- 
al drought 

The prime minister added 
that his government is “seri- 
ous" about drawing the water 
to the central region from the 
30 ,000-y ear-old Disi aquifer 
in foe south of the country and 
it will complete studies soon 
before floating an investment 
tender. 

Last year, former water and 
irrigation minister Hani Mulki 


said the World Bank appeared 
willing to guarantee a $730 
million loans to be obtained 
from commercial banks to 
help finance the Disi- Amman 
water project 

MuEti signed an $800,000 
agreement with a local firm to 
dig two deep wells in Karak in 
order to examine the Disi’s 
water quality, and in October, 
foe government solicited 
around 51 local, Arab and for- 
eign firms to pre-qualify for 
foe project on a build, operate 
and transfer basis. 

The Disi-Amman con- 
veyance system will be trans- 
ferred to foe government after 
20 years. It will entail drilling 
wells, foe construction of a 
pumping station and a 325- 
kilometre water pipeline from 
foe aquifer that will deliver 
100 mcm a year to the capital 
by 2005. 

Around 50 mcm from foe 
Disi aquifer now supplies by 
four privately-owned farms 
with water free of charge 
under a 25-year concession 
agreement granted by the gov- 


ernment in 1985. Another 14 
mcm is extracted from foe 
aquifer, which is also used by 
Saudi Arabia and Israel for 
domestic purposes in Aqaba. 
Water experts say die aquifer 
is already over-exploited, with 
an annual drop of 80-85 cen- 
timetres in its level They are 
also waned about pollution 
of the non-renewable aquifer 
and stress that agricultural use 
in the area must stop. 

Rawabdeh said foe con- 
struction of foe long-delayed 
Jotdanian-Syrian Wihdah 
Dam on die Yaimouk River 
will be another priority. 

A joint committee agreed 
last year to move ahead with 
foe construction of die JD152 
million dam and seek funding 
fa the project. Die dam is 
expected to have a storage 
capacity of 225 mcm of water. 
Construction is expected to 
take force and half years. 

He said the government will 
hustle in constructing planned 
dams and study possibilities to 
build new ones, which wffi 
include hi-tech water rationing 


methods. 

A JD180 million project 
was launched to construct 
dams in foe Mujib, Waleh and 
Hasa Valleys, a diversion dam 
at the conjunction of Mujib 
and Waleh, and infrastructure 
for an irrigation system to 
water 12,000 dunums of land 
si tua ted at the northern part of 
GhorSafi. 

The project will exploit 
floods flowing to foe targeted 
valleys to provide 19 mcm of 
water per year to the Arab 
Potash Company and the 
Dead Sea Chemical Complex, 
3 5 mcm per year to the tourist 
area on foe eastern shores of 
the Dead Sea and 20 mcm per 
year to boost agricultural irri- 
gation to 61 dunums in the 
northern Ghor. 

By foe year 2000, Jordan’s 
population, growing at around 
35 per cent per year, will 
require 1.257 million cubic 
metres of water to cover mini- 
mum needs; resources will be 
capable of supplying only 960 
mcm. 


Equality in our time? 

PM seeks to erase sexual discrimination from books 


By Rana Husseini 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment on Saturday 
pledged to remove all 
legislation discriminato- 
ry" to women to enable 
them to play a more 
active role in society. 

Prime Minster Abdur- 
Ra’uf S. Rawabdeh. out- 
lining his government’s 
policy in a statement to 
Parliament ahead of the 
vote of confidence, said 
he will present to the 
Lower House a series of 
draft amendments to all 
legislation containing 
discriminatory clauses. 

"We are going to pre- 
sent the Lower House 
with draft legislation to 
eliminate all forms of 
injustice and discrimina- 
tion against women,” the 
prime minister said with- 
out giving any further 
details. 

He added that it is no 


longer possible to build a 
coherent society without 
the cooperation of all 
segments on the basis of 
justice and equality and 
the preservation of the 
rights of all. 

“Women need full sup- 
port to move develop- 
ment and to fully partici- 
pate in life, and we are 
going to fight all forms of 
discrimination against 
women so that they will 
occupy the positions they 
deserve,” the premier 
told parliamentarians. 

The pledges made by 
the prime minister on 
Saturday followed a 
strongly-worded letter by 
His Majesty King Abdul- 
lah to the premier and his 
Cabinet in March 1999. 
instructing the executive 
to work hard to boost 
women's role. He said 
women are a basic pillar 
of the country’s develop- 
ment. 


The King also instruct- 
ed Rawabdeh, a father of 
II, to amend any laws 
that "discriminate against 
the rights of women and 
inflict injustice on them." 
Kin® Abdullah did not 
specify these laws. 

“The role of women has 
developed through their 
participation in the coun- 
try's economic, social, 
political and administra- 
tive life and this role 
needs the utmost care 
especially in the badia 
and rural areas,” the King 
told Rawabdeh upon 
appointing him as pre- 
mier on March 4. 

It was the first letter of 
designation that specifi- 
cally called for the 
removal of discrimina- 
tion against women from 
legislation, marking a 
new era for Jordanian 
women. 

Women activists have 
for years called for 


amendments to several 
discriminatory laws, such 
as Article 340 of the Jor- 
danian Penal Code which 
exempts or reduces pun- 
ishment for individuals 
convicted of murdering 
their female relatives in 
what are locally known 
as "honour crimes." 

Other discriminatory 
laws include tbe social 
security, citizenship and 
retirement laws, under 
which men have the full 
rights to claim tbe social 
security benefits of their 
spouse, although the 
family of a working 
woman who dies cannot 
benefit from her social 
security. 

In addition Jordanian 
women who many for- 
eign men cannot pass on 
Jordanian citizenship to 
their husbands or chil- 
dren. 


MB says NATO intentions in Kosovo dubious 


By Saad G. Hattar 
and agencies 

AMMAN — Tbe prominent Muslim 
Brotherhood on Saturday slammed the 
Sertrian-papetraled genocide against 
Muslim Albanians in Kosovo and cast 
doubt on the real intentions behind NATO 
strikes against Yugoslavia. 

“We denounce the barbaric Serf) aggres- 
sion against Muslim citizens of Kosovo, 
and call on Arab and Islamic nations to 
work towards halting this massacre against 
humanity." said the Brotherhood in a 
strong-waded communique, on die tenth 
day of NATO’s air blitz against Yugoslavia. 

Ionian officially has condemned foe 
Sob leadership for the mass killings and 
last week withdrew its charge d’affaires 
from Belgrade. 

Tbe most influential grouping on the Jor- 
danian political scene also cast “doubt” on 
tbe “real intentions'’ behind the NATO air 
strikes on Yugoslavia. 

‘We eye with suspicion and doubt the 
way foe NATO members, especially the 
U.S., are handling the Kosovo cause," said 
the communique. ‘It is a multi-faceted 
conflict and Muslims are its sole victim in 
[foe Balkans].” 

The Brotherhood charged that “the 
NATO members treat Arab and Islamic 


causes within foe framework of NATO’s 
own interest without any consideration fa 
those states.” 

It did not rule out that NATO, in handling 
foe Balkan points of tension like Kosovo, 
“served tbe targets of the Serb political sys- 
tem which may be similar to those of foe 
NATO." 

The Brotherhood warned “Arab leaders 
and peoples” against what it called an 
“international conspiracy” aimed at dri- 
ving Muslims out of Europe. 

In retaliation fa NATO air strikes, foe 
Sobs reportedly bent on an “ethnic cleans- 
ing" coupled with mass killings and expul- 
sions of Muslim communities. 

Around 290.000 Kosovars have fled 
their homes, causing a 
"demographic earthquake" in foe Balka- 
ns, a NATO spokesman said in Brussels. 

Macedonia pleaded with Europe on Sat- 
urday to help diem cope with a tide of 
human misery flooding in from foe trou- 
bled province of Kosovo, causing what 
NATO called a “demographic earth- 
quake." 

The exodus counted its first dead among 
thousands mustered at 
border crossing points. Seven old people 
and a oew-bom baby died of exhaustion 
near Blace on foe border with Macedonia 
cm Thursday night, a Red Cross 


spokesman said. 

Albania. Europe’s poorest country, has 
borne the brunt of the exodus, taking in 
130,000 Kosovars so far, according to foe 
United Nations refugee agency UNHCR. 

If Serb forces keep forcing ethnic Alba- 
nians out of Kosovo ai the current rate, the 
province “will be emptied within 10 to 20 
days,” spokesman Jamie Shea said. 

NATO has also ordered military plans be 
drawn up for a NATO face fa Albania to 
help ensure humanitarian aid deliveries to 
the refugees. 

Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder said Ger- 
many offered asylum to deported Koso- 
vars and appealed to fellow members of 
foe 15-nation European Union to do like- 
wise. 

After fleeing in terror from a Serb offen- 
sive, desperate refugees, including babies, 
children, pregnant women, the old and foe 
sick, were faced to spend the night in rain 
without shelter 

NATO ambassadors decided Saturday to 
send “several thousand" armed soldiers to 
Albania to help ensure humanitarian aid, a 
diplomat said. 

Refugees have also flooded Montene- 
gro, the republic which 

makes up Yugoslavia along with Serbia. 
Aid shipments from European capitals 
have begun arriving in the region. 
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Macedonia ‘cannot 
accept more refugees’ 


BLACE, Macedonia (AP) 
— Macedonia announced 
Saturday it could no longer 
accept more Kosovo 
refugees and called on its 
neighbours and the 
European Union to help 
shelter a massive wave of 
ethnic Albanians. 

Saying its fragile democ- 
racy and economy were at 
stake, the Macedonian 
Security Council said that 
its army would act to pre- 
vent the illegal entry of any 
more refugees. 

“It was assessed that the 
security situation in the 
country could be seriously 
endangered because of the 
huge wave of refugees from 
Kosovo, whicb are more 
than 50,000," the council 
said after an all-night meet- 
ing. 

But it stopped short of 
saying Macedonia would 
seal its borders with neigh- 
bouring Yugoslavia to all 
travellers or turn back any 
asylum seekers. 

With another 50,000 
refugees waiting to enter, 
the statement said “this 
council concluded that the 
Republic of Macedonia 
cannot objectively accept 
such a huge number of 
refugees." 

Macedonia a former 
Yugoslav republic, has large 
Serb and ethnic Albanian 
communities and fears the 
tensions whicb exploded 
into open conflict in 
Kosovo could sweep this 
country. 

The council — made up 


of President Kiro GUgorov. 
Prime Minister Ljubco 
Giorgievski, and senior cab- 
inet members — decided to 
accept only those refugees 
for which the international 
community had organised 
entrance into another coun- 
try. 

The council also appealed 
for the international com- 
munity to provide urgent 
humanitarian assistance for 
the refugees already in 
Macedonia “with the aim of 
preventing the humanitarian 
catastrophe." 

The announcement came 
as the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
said the number of refugees 
packed in a small field in 
this river valley in the no- 
man'sj land straddling the 
border with Yugoslavia 
reached 65,000 Sanuday. 

As dawn broke, dozens of 
heavily armed police offi- 
cers arrived at this border 
crossing, where refugees 
are packed into an area 
about the size of three foot- 
ball fields. Most came from 
the Kosovo provincial capi- 
tal of Pristina on at least 12 
trains over the past two 
days. 

UNHCR spokeswoman 
Paula Ghedini denied 
reports that international aid 
agencies were not supply- 
ing enough food and blan- 
kets to keep people warm, 
but did say local authorities 
had been overwhelmed by 
the sheer number of 
arrivals. 

“It is bigger than we had 


prepared for. Macedonians 
had been prepared for 2.000 
or 3.000” per day. she said. 

She said UNHCR, work- 
ing with die Macedonia Red 
Cross, had supplied the 
camp with 40 metric tonnes 
of food Friday and another 
20 tonnes Saturday. Over 

20.000 loaves of fresh bread 
were handed out, as well as 

47.000 blankets, she said. 

Tens of thousands of peo- 
ple milled around or squat- 
ted in the rain early 
Saturday as temperature 
hovered about 10 degrees 
above freezing. More than a 
dozen sick babies were 
taken out of the camp, while 
a couple of Red Cross tents 
were packed with more than 
tw$ dozen sick people. 

Ghedini said local offi- 
cials were moving to speed 
up a registration process 
that would allow the 
refugees to be relocated in 
just constructed accommo- 
dation camps or with local 
relatives. 

But refugees inside die 
camp complained of little 
food and expressed concern 
about the lack of sanitary 
facilities. 

“There is not enough 
being done here, these peo- 
ple need much more help 
man they are getting." com- 
plained Abdyl Gani Cako. 
of the local ethnic Albanian 
charily El Hilal. 

Kosovo refugees have 
also been pouring into 
Albania, where they now 
number about 120,000. 



The European Ariane 4 rocket lifts off from its launching pad to put the 2.6 tonne 
INSAT-2A Indian telecommunications and weather satellite into geostationary 
orbit April 3 (Reuters photo) 


London and Dublin seek to reconcile the unreconcilable 


BELFAST (AFP) — Irish 
republican leader Gerry 
Adams faces the difficult 
task this weekend of gaining 
IRA support for Northern 
Ireland’s peace plan. 

The Irish Republican 
Army (IRA) faces a dilem- 
ma of its own: if it wants to 
see politicians from Sinn 
Fein — the IRA's political 
wing — in the new 
Northern Ireland govern- 
ment it will have to make 
concrete moves towards dis- 
armament 

A new British-lrish initia- 


tive on Northern Ireland will 
be the subject of renewed 
talks among the province's 
various bodies on April 13 
after initial negotiations 
ended without agreement 
this week. 

Disarmament of the para- 
miliarity groups is the main 
sticking point to an agree- 
ment to end 30 years of 
blood-letting in Northern 
Ireland between the nation- 
alist Catholic and the pro- 
British loyalist Protestant 
communities. 

This is not a new problem. 


Deadlines have passed, ulti- 
matums have been ignored 
and the peace accord, 
signed a year ago, is still not 
up and running. 

To make matters worse, 
the traditional Protestant 
marching season, a frequent 
flashpoint for sectarian vio- 
lence, begins on April 5. 

The formula which British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair 
and his Irish counterpart 
Bertie Ahem came up with 
seeks a balance between 
two apparently irreconcil- 
able positions. 


Protestant unionist leader 
David Trimble refuses to sit 
in government with Sinn 
Fein without IRA disarma- 
ment. The Republicans for 
their pan want no precondi- 
tions to taking up the two 
seats on the new executive 
which they were promised 
in the peace agreement. 

Blair and Ahem propose 
to name, at an unspecified 
date, members of a cabinet. 

Within a month from the 
appointment of the cabinet, 
a “collective act of reconcil- 
iation" would take place, in 


which the IRA and other 
militias would be required 
to hand over arms on a "vol- 
untary" basis. 

A reduction in Britain's 
military presence in the 
province is also promised. 

Adams is playing his 
cards close to his chest. 
Moderate Catholic leader 
John Hume was more forth- 
coming. saying "all the par- 
ties should be able to accept 
the proposed formula". 

Fellow Nobel peace prize 
winner Trimble pronounced 
himself satisfied with the 


scheme but faces criticism 
from within the Protestant 
camp wanting a firmer line 
on IRA disarmament. 

Some MPs have attacked 
the Blair-Ahem intiiiathe as 
confused and even incom- 
prehensible. 

However Progressive 

Unionist Party member 
David Ervine is impressed 
by the plan. 

"I think the IRA have had 
an Exocet delivered by two 
governments, something 

we’ve been longing for. It 
has made a breakthrough." 


Kenya’s new vice 
president could be 
Moi’s successor 


NAIROBI ( AFP) — The 
return of George Saitoti 
as Kenya's vice president 
left many wondering 
whether his reappoint- 
ment meant that 
President Daniel Arap 
Moi had finally seeded 
on a possible successor. 

The septuagenarian 
Moi, serving his last five- 
year terra, reappointed 
Saitoti as his deputy on 
Friday after leaving the 
post vacant since form- 
ing his current govern- 
ment early last year fol- 
lowing general elections 
in December 1997. 

“One thing any think- 
ing Kenyan who gave the 
matter any thought pon- 
dered ... was whether this 
man (Saitoti) will be 
Kenya's Third Man {third 
president after Jomo 
Kenyarta and Moi)/' 
wrote the East African 
Standard in an editorial. 

A vice president is 
widely seen here as the 
president's heir apparent, 
and political observers 
believe that Moi’s appar- 
ent indecision before 
choosing his deputy was 
occasioned by fear of 
jealousy-inspired wran- 
gles in "his own party. 

The heir-apparent men- 
tality took root during 
the single-party era pre- 
ceding the introduction 
of multi-party polidcs in 
1991. 

Saitoti, if he remains 
vice president until the 


end of Moi’s tenure, will 
have to win multi-party 
elections in 2002 to 
become president. 

Observers here said 
Saitod's advantage is that 
his political mentor is 
Nicholas Biwott, an 
influential cabinet minis- 
ter who is said to be 
Moi's confidant. 

The vacant vice presi- 
dency had whetted the 
appetites of several other 
key figures in Moi’s 
Kenya African National 
Union party, prompting 
almost daily offers of 
candidates from the 
country’s different ethnic 
groups. 

Opposition politicians, 
the church and the'gener- 
al public have been urg- 
ing Moi to name his 
deputy, saying his gov- 
ernment was incomplete 
without a vice president 
whose post is provided 
for in the constitution. 

Radical opposition 
member of parliament 
James Orengo had said 
last week that he would 
make a motion to censure 
Moi in parliament for 
failing to comply with 
the constitution by fail- 
ing to appoint a vice 
president. 

Orengo has said he will 
proceed with his plans to 
move the motion despite 
Saitoti ’s appoi ntment 

because the president 
showed indecision in 
conducting state affairs. 


“It took more than one 
year mid a lot of pressure 
for Moi to realise that he 
cannot run away from his 
mandatory constitutional 
obligations.” Orengo told 
the Daily Nation newspa- 
per. 

Saitoti, a former pro- 
fessor of mathematics at 
the University of Nairobi 
and currently planning 
minister, was vice presi- 
dent from 1988 to 1997, 
doubling for the first six 
years as finance minister, 
a post he had held since 
1983. 

His term in the treasury 
was blemished by one of 
the biggest financial 
scandals in Kenyan his- 
tory, the siphoning off 
from state coffers by a 
businessman of $200 
million worth of export 
bonuses for fictitious 
sales of gold and dia- 
monds. 

The so-called 

Goldenberg affair, named 
after the company that 
allegedly carried out the 
transactions, which also 
implicated the central 
bank, has become a sym- 
bol of high-level corrup- 
tion in Kenya. 

The International 
Monetary Fund called for 
the affair to be settled 
before reopening talks on 
the resumption of aid to 
Kenya, suspended since 
July 1997. 


Captured Khmer leader 
rejects state-appointed lawyer 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — - 
Captured Khmer Rouge 
leader Ta Mok has rejected a 
defence lawyer appointed 
by a Cambodian military 
court, legal sources said 
Saturday. 

The sources said Chiv 
Songhak, a lawyer in his 
thirties who agreed on 
Friday to take on the contro- 
versial client, had been 
refused on the grounds he 
was too young and inexperi- 
enced. 

“Although Ta Mok 
deferred the selection of a 
lawyer to the court, he has 
rejected the selection on the 
grounds the lawyer was too 
young and could therefore 
not be competent enough." a 
top legal source explained. 


Since the arrest of Ta Mok 
nearly one month ago close 
to the frontier with 
Thailand, military prosecu- 
tors have been searching 
hard for a lawyer but have 
met with a string of rejec- 
tions. 

The initial refusals from 
several law firms raised crit- 
icism from human rights 
groups that Cambodia was 
an unsuitable venue for a 
trial for die former rebel, 
dubbed “The Burcher" and 
considered a key architect of 
the 1975-1979 Pol Pot 
regime. 

Cambodia bas rejected 
calls by the groups and the 
United Nations for an inter- 
national tribunal. 

Legal sources said Ta 


Mok’s rejection of Chiv 
Songhak, who lost several 
family members during the 
genocidal regime, put the 
search for a lawyer back to 
square one unless he himself 
stated a preference. 

The 72 year-old one- 
legged Ta Mok has been 
charged under a 1994 law 
outlawing the Khmer 
Rouge, but faces a string of 
other charges including 
those related to bis role in 
the Pol Pot regime that 
claimed up to two million 
lives. 

Under Cambodian law the 
prosecutors must bring the 
case to court within six 
months. Ta Mok faces a 
maximum sentence of life 
imprisonment- 


Soldier wounded in troubled 
South African township 


DURBAN. South Africa 
l AFP) — A South African 
soldier was wounded in a 
shoot-out with civilians in a 
troubled township near 
Richmond in KwaZulu- 
Natal province, the defence 
force said Saturday. 

The shoot-out occurred 
late Friday in the Magoda 
stronghold of slain United 
Democratic Movement 
(UDM) secretary Sifiso 
Nkabinde, when an army 
foot patrol was confronted 
by four men. 

Defence force spokesman 
Lieutenant Arae Maitland 
said the men opened fire 
before taking refuge behind 
locked security gates at 
Nkabinde’s house nearby. 


No arrests were made, he 
said. 

A police spokesman said 
police were investigating 
why Nkabinde’s house was 
not searched after the shoot- 
ing. and why no arrests 
were made. 

UDM provincial secretary 
Jabulani Zondi told the 
South African Press 
Association that, according 
to witnesses, the army 
patrol opened fire first. 

Army patrols have been 
operating in the township 
since an outbreak of politi- 
cal violence last year. 

They were stepped up in 
the aftermath of Nkabiode’s 
assassination last 

December, which threat- 


ened to reignite a political 
war in the province. He was 
widely suspected of running 
a private army to build up 
support for the fledgling 
UDM. 

Eleven supporters of the 
rival African National 
Congress (ANC) were sub- 
sequently massacred in an 
apparent reprisal attack. 

The EFP and ANC share 
control of the province after 
a bloody power straggle 
that lasted almost a decade 
and claimed more than 

12.000 Lives. The IFP is 
powerful in the rural areas 
and the ANC in urban 
zones. 

The area was reported to 
be calm Saturday. 


news in brief 


Primakov meets with 
Azerbaijan president 

MOSCOW (AP) - Pnme Minister 
Htcrn«ed imorovins economic .ie- amon*. oy ret 
repubHcf during Seeing wU. 

Geidar Alivev on Saturday. Ah>e\. in . L * - 

meeting of 'the leaders of the 1 2 nation* •* h.^h .i.akc up 
the Commonwealth of Independent States. wM 
Primakov he wants stronger ties wtth ^ 

CIS. the ITAR-TASS news agency said. Tht p-i* 
discussed the situation in Kosovo and Russia " demand 
for an end to NATO airstrikev Azerbaijan, seeking 
closer ties to NATO, has proposed contributing troop* 
if the alliance deploys a peacekeeping force in Kos.wo. 

Charges to be dropped 
against protesters 

NEW YORK i AP) — Prosecutors plan to drop charges 
against the 1.200 people arrested at protests sparked by 
the police shooting of an unarmed west African immi- 
grant. Amadou Diallo. a street vendor from Guinea, was 
killed Feb. 4 outside his Bronx apartment when tour 
police officers fired 41 shots and struck him 19 times. 
The shooting led to daily demonstrations outside police 
headquarters in Manhattan where a number oi promi- 
nent activists were arrested, including NAACP presi- 
dent Kweisi Mfumc. the Rev. Jesse Jackson, and actors 
Ossie Davis and Susan Sarandon. "It was a model 
demonstration, both on the pan ct the protesters and the 
police." district attorney Robert Morgen thau said on 
Friday. "I just think it's the right thing to do." But police 
Commissioner Howard Safir disagreed with the deci- 
sion. “It is my opinion that these summonses should 
have been prosecuted through the system w ith a judge 
making the final determination." he said. The four offi- 
cers involved in the shooting were indicted Wednesday 
on charges of second-degree murder. 

| Dutch find legionnaires’ bacteria 
at health spa 

i 

: AMSTERDAM (R) — Dutch health authorities, still 
: reeling from the w orld’s worst outbreak of legionnaires' 

: disease, said they had found bacteria causing the poten- 
tially fatal illness at a thermal spa in a southern resort. 

I “Checks by the health inspection service have located 
the legionella bacterium in the hydrojet bath at Thermae 
■ 2000 in Valkenburg. Limburg." the health ministry said 
in a statement late" on Friday. It said the hydrojet bath. 

: w hich can be used only by appointment, had since been 
closed. No outbreaks of the illness have yet been report- 
j ed and samples from Thermae 2000*s other baths 
: showed no traces of the bacteria, it said. The health spa 
! is already contacting people who used the bath during 
; the last two weeks of March and its reservations list 
; should make it possible to trace them all. the ministry | 
| said. An outbreak of legionnaires' disease among visi- 
tors to a bulb fair in" the northern Dutch town of : 
Bovenkarspei in lare February has so far infected more 
than 230 people and killed 21 of them, making it the 
world’s lamest outbreak to date. Legionnaires' disease ; 
was first diagnosed in the Uni red Slates in 1976. w hen 
about 180 people fell ill and 20 died at a convention of 
American legion veterans in Philadelphia. The Dutch 
health ministry said that since the Bovenkarspei out- 1 
break it had been conducting intensive checks of high- 
risk locations, such as those using bubble-baths. The i 
bacteria thrive in water and the Bovenkarspei outbreak ; 
has been traced to a whirlpool bath at the fair. • 

Governor and former Miss Universe j 
in secret wedding 

i 

CARACAS (AFP) — Former Miss Universe turned ■ 
politician Irene Saez has married in secret, her press • 
spokesman said. The 37-year-old platinum blonde, the I 
governor of Nueva Esparta. tied the knot with lawyer I 
Humberto Briceno in a civil ceremony, the spokesman I 
said Friday. I knew it was going to happen but Irene j 
didn't tell us the date because she* wanted it to be a pri- 
vate ceremony with just the two of them." Saez's broth- 
er Pablo Saez told AFP. The former Miss Universe had 
become one of Venezuela's most recognisable politi- 
cians since winning her beauty pageant title in 1981 
After serving two terms as mayor of Chacao. a rich 
suburb of Caracas, she made an unsuccessful bid to 
become president — losing in December 199S to the 
incumbent Hugo Chavez. In March. Saez was elected 
governor of Nueva Esparta. a stale some 340 kilome- 
tres northeast of Caracas that includes Margarita 
is tana. c 

Dog sniffs for corpses at alleged 
sex-torture scene 

ELEPHANT BUTTE, New Mexico (AP» — a massive 
state-federal investigation of a case w ith claims of kid- 
napping and sexual torture is closer to answers' about 
whether homicide is involved, an FBI usent savs \ 
dog trained to sniff out human remain" roamed 
Thursday around a trailer where two women claimed 
tiicy were chained and sexually tortured ™ ™ 

we have a homicide and how many" The^ ?- het ! ier 
began last month when a woman fled iht l f , ? Don 
naked except for a padlocked metal °, b,I f home 
£cond woman laie P r came 

been tortured at the n u u sa,a sfie bad 

Ray, 59, andante L?a e He n df 
including kidnapping, aegravated'batien-m^ Char ? es ’ 
cy- A preliminary hearing was cons P ,ra ‘ 

The defendants have said thev are ? r ^ PnI I5 : 

agents are investigating the cat 1 h ' Scores of 
has ties to Arizona, Texas and Mexico * ™ ^ 

Cholera kills 27 

in northern Tanzania 

dar es SALAAM t AFpj __ t„. 

have died of cholera and 1 J en *>'-w en people ! 

treated for the disease since if 600 have been I 

northern Tanzania two months ano k A 11 ? l re P? ncd in i 

Saturday. Arusha re"ion-ii h ~i - health officials said j 
Shayo said that 223 people wirehrt ° ff J? er Ch ™P ine 
health centres in the region m various I 

brews and unhygienic bars Mn t e have banned local I 

l e ?_i he „ s P read of the kitoSSZ!!™ in a move to j 
am appealing to the people rn^w' said Shayo. “I \ 
water, use latrines and report at h-* i and drink *n? 1 
> vases of diarrhoea." he added M ^ CCnIres prompt- i 
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Fresh outbreak 
of violence in 
Indonesia kills 3 


AMBON, Indonesia 
t AFP) — Fresh Muslira- 
Christian violence has 
erupted in the Indonesian 
provioce of Maluku, leav- 
ing three dead and dozens 
injured after trouble 
spread to two more 
islands, an official said 
Saturday. 

But an uneasy two-day 
calm continued in the city 
of Tual after clashes there 
earlier in the week in 
which at least 15 people 
were killed. 

The three latest victims 
died Friday when 
Christians from two vil- 
lages on Southeast 
Maluku's island of Larat 
attacked a mainly Muslim 
village also called Larat. 
Southeast Maluku district 
head Husein Rahayaan 
said by telephone from 
Tual. 

Rahayaan said the attack 
in Larat, 190 kilometres 
southwest of Tual, also left 
dozens injured and about 
100 houses burned. 

He said sectarian vio- 
lence also hit the town of 
Elat on Kei Besar island 
30 kilometres east of Tual, 
leaving several people 
injured and one house 
burned. 

The violence in the 
Southeast Maluku district 
over the past week has 
now claimed 18 lives with 
40 injured and 256 houses 
torched. The state news 
agency Antara had put the 
number of injured in Tual 
alone at 50. 

The clashes in Elat and 
Larat were the latest bouts 
of violence to erupt in the 
Maluku islands, where 
more than 200 people have 
been killed in Muslim : 
Christian clashes since 

mid- January amid wide- 
spread devastation. 

Elat's police chief. 

Second Lieutenant 

Kustarto, told Antara that 
people from the nearby 
village of Wartahait 

Yaratel had attacked Elat 
town but that order had 
been quickly restored. 

Southeast Maluku 

deputy police chief 

Captain Dwi Rumalean 
said the latest violence in 
Elat and Larat might have 
been sparked by reports 
reaching the towns about 
the violence between 
Muslims and Christians in 
Tual. 

Tual, a town of 65,000 


people 540 kilometres 
southeast of the provincial 
capital Ambon, was 
rocked by two days of reli- 
gious conflict that erupted 
in the early hours of 
Wednesday. 

Rahayaan put the death 
toll in Tual at 15 with one 
body found on Saturday 
and three others the previ- 
ous day. 

The violence in Tual has 
prompted about 13.000 
people to seek refuge in 
nine holding centres, 
mostly military installa- 
tions, he said. 

Although a tense calm 
had returned to Tual, 
Rumalean told AFP earlier 
Saturday that most of the 
refugees, including some 
2,000 holed up at his head- 
quarters. were reluctant to 
return home. 

“Most of them want to 
be really sure that there is 
no more violence before 
they return to their 
homes," he said. 

Rahayaan said local 
authorities were beginning 
to experience problems in 
supplies of food as most 
shops remained closed in 
Tual. 

About 150 soldiers and 
police, deployed since the 
violence broke out on 
Wednesday, remained sta- 
tioned at strategic points in 
the town, he said. 

“Several shops have 
reopened but others 
remained closed as their 
owners have fled and 
sought refuge elsewhere.'* 
said a resident in nearby 
Langgur, separated only 
by a bridged narrow strait 
from Tual. . . ... 

Maluku Governor Saleh 
Latuconsina. accompanied 
by officials who included 
the province’s military and 
police chiefs, made a' brief 
visit to Tual Saturday to 
visit riot-torn areas and 
talk with local leaders. 

The cause of the vio- 
lence there remained 
unclear, with one resident 
saying it stemmed from 
the discovery of graffiti 
slandering Islam in the 
mixed neighbourhood of 
Warhir last Saturday. 

Others said it was 
sparked by the raucous 
actions of four drunken 
nightwatchraen at a mar- 
ked. 


‘Indian defence 
minister has 
close links with 
Tamil Tigers’ 


NEW DELHI (AFP) 
— An Indian opposi- 
tion party leader on 
Saturday accused 
Defence Minister 
George Fernandes of 
secretly supporting Sri 
Lanka's Tamil Tiger 
separatist guerrillas. 

Subranianian 
Swamy, who heads 
the small centrist 
People’s Party, told 
reporters that 

Fernandes had 

ordered the Indian 
navy not to intercept 
ships belonging to the 
Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE). 

Swamy alleged that 
Fernandes bad also 
recently met LTTE 
representatives in 
Paris and awarded a 
defence ministry con- 
tract to Indian sup- 
porters of the rebels. 

The defence minister 
Is already in the eye of 
a storm over the con- 
troversial dismissal of 
navy chief Vishnu 
Bhagwat in December. 
The government said 
the admiral posed a 
security threat. 


The sacked admiral 
has denied the charge 
and instead accused 
Fernandes of promot- 
ing favourites in the 
navy. 

Fernandes could not 
be reached for com- 
ment on Swamy 's 
charges. 

Fernandes, a social- 
ist, is a long-time sup- 
porter of the Tibetan 
cause for indepen- 
dence and of 
Myanmar pro-democ- 
racy activists. Two 
years ago he organised 
a conference of LTTE 
supporters at his New 
Delhi home. 

The LTTE, which is 
fighting for a Tamil 
homeland in Sri 
Lanka's north and 
east, is outlawed in 
India for allegedly 
assassinating former 
prime minister Rajiv 
Gandhi in 1991. 

Sri Lanka is separat- 
ed from India by a 
narrow strip of sea, 
which is used by 
LTTE-owned ships to 
smuggle weapons and 
other war material. 
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Search for survivors 
resumes after 
Nigerian ferry sinks 
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Seven-day-old South Korean calf Jean-Ie poses for the camera in Seoul April 3. 
Jean-Ie was cloned from genes taken from an adult cow and weighed in at 27 kilos 
at birth. The South Korean research team which succeeded in cloning Jean-Ie say 
they hope to use the technology to mass produce the animal (Reuters photo) 


PORT HARCOURT, 

Nigeria (AFP) — Search 
operations resumed 

Saturday for more survivors 
from the sinking of an over- 
loaded feriy boat which 
went down in a tropical 
storm off southeast Nigeria. 

By late Friday. 15 bodies 
had been found and 25 sur- 
vivors brought to shore after . 
the ferry boat MV George, 
believed to be carrying up 
to 300 people, sank in rough 
water 60 nautical miles 
along the coast from Port 
Harcourt late Thursday. 

At dawn Saturday, boats 
were sent out to the area 
where the ferry sank with 
orders to find possible fur- 
ther survivors and pick up 
the bodies of the victims, 
marin«. union officials coor- 
dinating the search told 
reporters at the waterfront. 

By midday, no reports had 
emerged of further sur- 
vivors being found, they 
said. 

Augustine Nwikinaka, 
spokesman for Rivers State 
military administrator 
Group Captain Sam Ewang, 
told reporters Friday that 
the MV George was autho- 
rised to cany up to 200 peo- 
ple and was believed to 
have been overloaded when 


it sank around 10:00 p.m. 
Thursday. 

Eyewitnesses told 

reporters that around 300 
were aboard as the boat left 
Port Harcourt, while the 
boat's owners said 120 were 
aboard. 

“I can confirm that the 
boat has sunk," Nwikinaka 
said Friday, adding: “Search 
parties are working round 
the clock to look for sur- 
vivors.” 

The exact cause and cir- 
cumstances of the sinking 
will not be known until a 
full investigation has been 
carried out. he said. 

The boat, a wooden dou- 
ble-decker ferry used main- 
ly by traders along the 
southeast coast, had set out 
from Port Harcourt at about 
5:00 p.m. Thursday carry- 
ing mainly women and chil- 
dren heading home for the 
Easier weekend. 

Weighed down by the 
number of passengers and 
hit by the storm, it appeared 
to have capsized in open 
seas. officials said 
Thursday. 

Nigeria is currently in the 
middle of the rainy season, 
and storms regularly hit the 
tropical south of the coun- 
try. 


Boat sinkings are a com- 
mon occurrence in Nigeria, 
regularly going unreponed. 

Boats are often poorly 
maintained and overcrowd- 
ed when they set sail in 
waters dial can quickly turn 
rough. 

Thursday's sinking was 
little reported in Saturday's 
Nigerian press, which con- 
centrated its coverage on 
the World Youth Soccer 
Championship due to kick 
off in the country later in 
the day. 

Nengi James, a local com- 
munity leader and president 
of the Bayelsa Youth 
Federation, speaking to 
reporters on Friday, con- 
demned the poor safety 
record of shipping in the 
area and said government 
should do more to enforce 
safety regulations. 

“Government should be 
held responsible for this. It 
completely neglects marine 
transport and allows people 
to die" he said. 

In April last year. 280 
people died in the sinking of 
a Nigerian passenger boat 
heading towards Guinea. 

Safety rules were not 
updated in the wake of that 
sinking, locals said. 


Dissidents call on U.S. leaders to speak to premier on human rights 


BEUING ( AP) — A member 
of a banned Chinese opposi- 
tion party has written to 
President Bill Clinton urging 
him to mention the belea- 
guered party’s plight when he 
meets with Premier Zhu 
Rongji in Washington. 

Gao Hongmin. in a letter 
dated Saturday and faxed to 
the Associated Press, asked* 
Clinton to encourage Zhu to 
back human rights improve- 1 
ments that would give 
Chinese freedom to voice 
their opinions and form oppo- 


sition parties. 

Zhu leaves Tuesday for a 
trip to the United States and 
Canada. 

Gao is among Chinese 
activists who have continued 
to try to set up the China 
Democracy Party despite a 
government crackdown late 
last year that led to the 
imprisonment of three lead- 
ing members. 

Chinese leaders have said 
they would crush any attempt 
to threaten the Communist 
Party’s monopoly on political 


Philippine 
militiamen missing 
after rebel raids 


ZAMBOANGA, 
Philippines (AFP) — 
Three members of a pro- 
government militia are 
missing and feared kid- 
napped after a 
Communist guerrilla raid 
in the southern 
Philippines island of 
Mindanao, the military 
said Saturday. 

Three other militiamen 
were wounded but a sol- 
dier earlier reported miss- 
ing after the raid by the 
New People’s Army 
CNPA) has been found 
unharmed, military 
spokesman Colonel 
Horacio Lapinid said. 

About 80 NPA guerril- 
las seized a small outpost 
manned by a platoon of 
infan tty men and members 
of the Citizens Armed 
Forces Geographical Unit 
near the town of La Paz 
Thursday. Lapinid said. 

Lapinid identified the 
missing militiamen as 
Tenio Jabanan, Hickler 
Ignacio and Bringie 
Potenciano. The three are 
either dead or are in the 
hands of the NPA, he 
added. 

Another NPA unit 
attacked a lightly-defend- 
ed militia armoury near 
the town of Coiumbio on 
Tuesday and stole 19 
firearms. military 

spokesman Captain 
Unting Alon said in near- 
by Cotabato city. 

Two militiamen at the 
post were disarmed but 
were unharmed, he 
added. 

Communist rebels have 
stepped up attacks in the 
south in recent months 
after peace talks between 
the government and guer- 
rilla leaders based in the 
Netherlands bogged 
down. 

The NPA seized a gen- 
eral. two other soldiers 


and a police officer in 
February, forcing Estrada 
to cancel peace talks with 
the rebels. 

The Communists on 
Saturday called on 
Estrada to pull out five 
infantry battalions and 
two array special forces 
units from four southern 
provinces to allow the 
rebels to free military 
hostages seized earlier. 

The" presence of these 
military units is 
‘"obstructing such safe 
and orderly release.” rebel 
negotiator Luis Jalandoni 
said in a statement from 
his base in the Dutch cit\ 
of Utrecht. 

The rebels have said the 
captives would be freed 
before April 19 on 
humanitarian grounds. 

But Jalandoni said 
Saturday that “a safe anil 
orderly release is possible 
only if the Estrada regime 
withdraws all its field and 
manoeuvre units ... back 
to divisional or brigade 
barracks.’’ 

Jalandoni did not say 
whether the NPA is hold- 
ing the three missing 
militiamen. 

■Estrada suspended mili- 
tary operations against 
the NPA from March 28 
to make way for the 
release of the hostages. 

The NPA is the armed 
wing of the Communist 
Party of the Philippines. 
Military officials say its 
srrength has dwindled to 
under 7,000 fighters from 
a peak of 26,000 in the 
mid-1980s. 

The movement has also 
split into factions since 
the collapse of commu- 
nism worldwide in the 
early 1990s. However the 
military admits it has 
enjoyed a slight resur- 
gence due to the Asian 
financial crisis. 


power. 

Gao said he hoped Clinton 
would ask Zhu to encourage 
the Chinese Communist 
Parly leadership to talk with 
members of the China 
democracy pany on an equal 
basis. The god, he added, 
should be to make China a 
“strong, rich and united mod- 
em country." • 

In another appeal, die wife 
of an imprisoned Chinese dis- 
sident urged American offi- 
cials to "put human rights 
abuses at ihc lop of ihe agen- 


da during Zhu’s visit. 

“People in the U.S. govern- 
ment should find every possi- 
ble opportunity to discuss the 
human rights issue in China 
with him,” Tang Xuanzhong 
told Associated Press 
Television News. 

She was interviewed after 
visiting her husband. Wang 
Ce. in prison in Jinhua, in 
eastern Zhejiang province. 

Tang said her husband, who 
is 50. was suffering under 
harsh- prison conditions that 
included limiting his drinking 


water to one cup per day. She 
said he suffered from heart 
disease and found it difficult 
to keep up with the exercises 
imposed on the young crimi- 
nals with whom be is impris- 
oned. 

Wang left China in 19S4 
and earned a doctorate in 
political science at the 
University of Hawaii-. He set- 
tled in Spain and was the 
chairman - of a group of 
Chinese exiles, the Freedom 
and Democracy Party. 

Wang sneaked imo China in 


October after authorities 
refused to renew his passport, 
was arrested in November 
and put on trial in January. 

He was sentenced to four 
years in prison for entering 
the country illegally and 
financing subversive activi- 
ties. He gave $1,000 to an 
unemployed member of the 
banned China Democracy 
Party, Wang Youeai. Wang, 
one of the three leading party 
members caught in the" crack- 
down. was sentenced in Dec. 
to 1 1 years in prison. 
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Businesspeople only 

(Admission will be free of charge upon 
presentation of a business ami) 

Open to the Public 
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The following participating companies will be holding seminars on April 7-5 , 1999 

Al-Ghanem Computer Systems & Solutions, Autographies. GIob.il Voice Systems, Accu-Tech. Ideal Systems, Specialized 
Technical Services, AMIR Program and the Jordanian Society for the Protection of Intellectual Property Right. 

Participating Companies: 

AbdulMajed Maraqah And Company. ACCESS. Accu-Tech. Al-Gbmiem Computer Systems €- Solutions. AMIR 
Program, ARAMEX International Courier, Autographies, CompuBase International- Jordan, Computer Networking 
Services, FASTUNK, firstnet. Ghazal Computers & Electronics Est., Global One Communications t Jordan. ) Ltd., 
Global Voice Systems, IDEAL Systems. Ideal Tech, IDEALSOFT . Pride, International Business Systems, Jordan 
Computer Society, Jordan Electronic Network Services Company, Jordan Micro-Tech, Jordan Radio Paging, 
Jordan American Association, Mediascope, Modem Information Systems Design, Modem Systems and Computer 
Tnzde, Radisson SAS Hotel Amman, Saadi Communication Systems, Scientific & Medical Supplies Company, 
Sinam Integrated Systems, Specialized Technical Services. Tantash Information Screws Group. 

Technical Print Company, TELECOMMUNICATION AND NEP/TORKS CO. LTD , 

The Coca-Cola Bottling Company of Jordan Ltd., and United Business Machines. 
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Holding out for 
good faith 

THAT PRIME Minister Abdur-Ra’uf S. 
Rawabdeh publicly minced no words about 
the Kingdom’s economic status and admitted 
that it is indeed in recession set his reading of 
his government’s policy statement off to a 
good start His concentration on seeking 
ways to reactivate the economy may be as 
well-meaning as it is challenging. His govern- 
ment’s intention to revamp the judiciary and 
grant it a separate budget from the Justice 
Ministry should also be applauded. 

Yet although in the first weeks of his tenure 
Rawabdeh held ice-breaking meetings with 
the leaders of the professional associations 
and political parties, thus making a positive 
impression and encouraging hopes for politi- 
cal change, there was no mention in yester- 
day’s policy statement of the Elections Law, 
which has been at the centre of national 
debate for the past six years. 

High expectations, nurtured by Rawabdeh ’s 
declaration to the political parties 10 days ago 

— “I am with you, against this elections law” 

— were dampened by what appeared to be a 
substantial lack of political reforms on the 
new government’s agenda. 

Neither was there any mention of amend- 
ments to the 1992 Political Parties Law — 
that many say not only features loopholes hin- 
dering the development of political party cul- 
ture, but also introduces restrictions to consti- 
tutional liberties — nor was there any refer- 
ence to the Professional Associations Law. 

Furthermore, there was no specific refer- 
ence to our shameful and draconian press 
law; only the vaguest terms were used to 
delineate the future of the press. This too was 
somewhat of a letdown, since His Majesty 
King Abdullah, Royal Court Chief Abdul 
Karim Kabariti and Rawabdeh himself had 
earlier and promptly urged concerned parties 
to submit their recommended amendments to 
the law. 

Perhaps it was an oversight, or perhaps it is 
because the government is in fact trying to 
secure a confidence vote in a Parliament elect- 
ed under the current Elections Law and in 
which several influential members are known 
to be satisfied with an acquiescent press. 

Therefore, we can only take the premier’s 
prior words and gestures on good faith, and 
rely on what we already know — that the 
Press and Publications Department recently 
submitted an exhaustive list of amendments 
to the Prime Ministry for review — to keep 
our morale high. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

AI Ra Ys Fahed Fanek commented on the debts of three pub- 
lic entities, asking who. how and when the debts will be paid. 
The Water Authority, which has a JD600 milli on debt, is 
expected to record another JD50 million in losses this year, 
and the same number next year, Fanek said. The Royal 
Jordanian's debt amounts to JD500 million and was expected 
to record JD3 million deficit a month, the writer added. 
Moreover, he said, the Aqaba Railway has JD60 million debt 
and was scheduled to need JD3 million more to pay its cur- 
rent expenditures. How is the government going to guarantee 
such amounts, especially that everybody knows that the trea- 
sury, which suffers a deficit, does not have enough reserves ft) 
pay these debts, asked Fanek. Things went this way in past and 
may get worse in the future because officials neither want to 
admit the “bitter" facts, nor face them, Fanek criticised. Such 
liabilities, which are relatively very heavy, will double the debt 
three times and they are a “time bomb** which will explode, 
Fanek said. 

A! Dustour's editorial said the Israeli stand towards die 
Kosovo crisis raises more questions. Israel is hesitating in giv- 
ing full support to NATO attacks, not because the Jewish state 
wants to oppose the allies or is concerned about international 
legitimacy, but because if it does so, it might find itself in crit- 
ical position later, said the editorial. It added that Israel does 
not want to remind the world of its crimes against the 
Palestinians, especially those committed in 1948. The Israeli 
stand is also strange as the Jewish state, which was the cause 
of the suffering and the killin g of four million Palestinians. 
500,000 Lebanese and thousands of Syrians, tries now to pro- 
vide humanitarian aid to Kosovo's Muslims, said the newspa- 
per. The Yugoslavian president's war crimes are not the same 
as Israel’s “dirty” actions committed by military generals, who 
currently rule Israel against the peoples of Palestine, Lebanon , 
and Egypt, claimed the editorial. The paper called on the inter- 
national co mm unity to stand firm against all war criminals in 
the world, including those in Tel Aviv and Kosovo. 


JORDANIAN GOVERNMENTS 
come and go very quickly. This 
has become a phenomenon that 
deserves to be evaluated. Results 
may be positive or negative 
based on many factors. Is it pos- 
sible to determine the ideal dura- 
tion of a government in order to 
obtain optimum results? 

It is believed that Jordanian 
prime ministers are usually cho- 
sen for specific missions at spe- 
cific points in time, and therefore 
one year is more than enough to 
tackle that mission and demon- 
strate success or failure in that 
respect. When the need for 
another mission arises, a new 
prime minister is appointed who 
is more fit for the new mission, 
and so on and so forth. 

The drawback in too speedy a 
change of governments is loss of 
stability and continuity. This dis- 
advantage does not apply to 
Jordan because the KiDg is the 
top authority. His position is sta- 


ble, and he can secure continuity 
and stability of policies. In this 
regard, we can look at the 
changes of governments as mere 
ministerial reshuffles. 

Other than that, rapid turnover 
of governments has its costs and 
benefits. The first advantage is 
that the prime minister and min- 
isters have no assurance of suffi- 
cient time to go slow and defer 
difficult decisions. They know 
that their rime is limited and that 
they have to act. produce results, 
and prove themselves as swiftly 
as possible. 

Change of governments and 
repeated reshuffles prevent stag- 
nation in political life. 
Politicians, inside and outside 
the government, remain alert to 
signals issued here and there, try- 
ing to understand their meanings 
and respond accordingly. 

A minister, who stays for sev- 
eral years in the same ministry 
may stagnate and start repeating 


himself. He may keep reminding 
us of his previous achievements. 
A long serving minister will start 
to accept his ministry’s short- 
comings rather than correct 
them. He will be institutionalised 
and absorbed by the institution 
rather than be in charge of the 
institution. 

Jordan has experience of long 
serving governments. Both Zeid 
Rifai* and Mudar Badran formed 
governments which served for 
extended periods during the sev- 
enties and eighties. The results 
were not different The political 
scene was at times led by the 
same faces raising the same slo- 
gans. repeating themselves over 
and over again. 

Debating*' the ideal period for 
governments assumes that the 
effectiveness of a given govern- 
ment stans weakly and picks up 
steam gradually before it starts to 
slow’ down again and diminishes. 
This assumption has never been 
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proven. More likely, new govern- 
ments start strong and with 
resolve which gradually wanes 
and slows with time. 

The call for allowing govern- 
ments longer time is based on the 
assumption that a new’ govern- 
ment comes with a specific pro- 
gramme. and therefore should be 


given sufficient time to imple- 
ment it* programme. In lact 
primeministers and ministers 
will usually ask for :i period of 
nracc to studv the jwio at hand 
and think of p^siMe action 
before he is expected to act. In 
other words he comes to ihe min- 
istry to learn, not to lead. 

The change that can disturb sta- 
bility i* a sudden change of poli- 
cies’ and strategic'*. Change oi 
persons, while H-ies and 
strategies remain constant, is 
only adding new blood. % igour 
and* energy to produce desired 

results. , . , 

Until such time when Jordan 
has a strong political party, 
which controls the majority oi 
seats in the Parliament, and can 
rule for four years, it may be bet- 
ter to aive a siovernmenl a mini- 
mum of one year. After the firs; 
year, the change will be decided, 
for or against, based on perfor- 
mance. 





HAGEN 

V£RO£N$ GANG 
Q jl q 

NORWAY 


Kosovo: Saving private Stone 


By Gwynne Dyer 

“WE ARE pretty much in a state of 
shock,” said Jim Stone, father of one of 
the three American soldiers taken pris- 
oner by Serbs on Wednesday on the 
Kosovo-Macedonian border. “This is 
not the sort of thing you expect.” It 
isn’t? U.S. planes are bombing Serbia, 
a full-scale Serbian genocide is under- 
way against the Albanians of Kosovo, 
hundreds or perhaps thousands of peo- 
ple are being killed each night, and you 
didn't expect anything to happen to 
American soldiers who were within 
reach of the Serbs? My apologies to Mr. 
Stone, whose shock is understandable. 
You are never prepared for bad things 
to happen to your own family. But for 
the past few days the entire American 
media have been devoting as much 
attention to these three unlucky young 
men — who didn't look that much 
worse on television than I have looked 
myself a couple of times after saying 
the wrong thing in the wrong bar — as 
they have to all the rest of the war. 

The United States is at war with 
Serbia, for all practical purposes, as are 
Britain, and Germany, and Canada, and 
Belgium, and all the other members of 
NATO. In wars, people get killed, and 
even more get hurt. (That is why most 
countries try very hard to avoid them..) 

Yet the American media prerend to be 
astonished at the fact that three 
American soldiers have been not lolled, 
not even wounded, but just captured. 
That just about sums up what is wrong 
with the current Western approach to 
war. 

imagine, for a moment, that it’s 1943 
again, but with today's media. 
Thousands of Russian and German sol- 
diers are dying daily in titanic battles on 
the Eastern Front, and thousands of 
Jews (plus hundreds of gypsies, homo- 
sexuals, and other undesirables'; are 
being murdered daily in Nazi death 
camps. But the Western allies do not yet 
have any troops fighting on the ground 
in Europe, though their bombers are 
pounding Germany day and night 

It’s 30 March, 1943, and an American 
B-17 gets shot down over Germany — 
not ten or twenty bombers, as often 
happened in teal raids, but just one. The 
crew bail out, or maybe some of them 
go down with the plane. 

And what happens next? Well the 
major networks all interrupt their 
schedules to run specials about it, com- 
plete with biographies of the aircrew, 
interviews with their distraught fami- 
lies, and pundits wondering whether 
President Roosevelt's opinion poll fig- 
ures will survive this tragedy. After all 
his popularity is already down four 
points on last week- Popular support for 


the war might collapse if the number of 
dead Americans goes into double digits. 

Wolf Blitzer’s predecessor and a hun- 
dred other analysts.' all propped up 
outside the Pentagon or the White 
House like so many birds on a wire, 
wonder for the cameras whether the 
U.S. Eighth Air Force can go on bomb- 
ing Europe if this sort of thing happens 
again. It's been weeks already, and 
Hitler still hasn't given up. 

Then comes the chairman of the 
Senate Foreign Affairs Committee, 
publicly questioning whether the crew 
of the downed B-17 should have been 
sent into such a dangerous environ- 
ment. His committee will be looking 
carefully into the circumstances in 
which these American airmen were sent 
into an area where Germans might 
shoot back. Finally, at the end of anoth- 
er hectic media day, the president goes 
on television and warns Hitler that he 
will be held personally responsible for 
the safety of the downed American air- 
men. Unspecified but dreadful things 
wifi be done to him if he harms a hair 
on their heads. But the president also 
repeats his long-standing promise that 
U.S. troops will not be committed to 
ground combat in Europe. The bomb- 
ing campaign will continue, hopefully 
without any more American losses, 
until Hitler conies to his senses and sur- 
renders to the war crimes tribunal. 

Perhaps I am belabouring the point, 
but let me hit it over the head one more 
time. Since NATO began bombing 
Serbia, around half-a-dozen policemen 
have been killed in the line of duty in 
the United States alone, protecting the. 
communities they live in. Everybody 
(or almost everybody) honours their 
sacrifice, and is deeply grateful that 
they do their jobs as well and bravely as 
most of them do. But we don’t know 
their names. CNN is not doing specials 
on them. Senators are not questioning 
whether they should have been sent into 
such dangerous situations. Nobody 
interviews the families of murdered 
police officers on national television, 
and the rent-a- pundit mob do not pub- 
licly ponder on what their deaths imply 
for the future of law enforcement. It is 
treated, sadly but rightly, as part of the 
price that we (or rather, some of us) 
routinely pay for living in a reasonably 
safe and civilised society. 

Soldiers who have been deployed to 
stop a horror like the ethnic cleansing in 
Kosovo are doing essentially the same 
job, except on the international scene, 
and the goal is the same: to ensure that 
people can live in a reasonably safe and 
civilised society. You may argue with 
fee legality of NATO’s military inter- 
vention in Kosovo/Seibia, but I have 
yet to see anybody argue convincingly 


‘...the American 
media pretend to 
be astonished at 
the fact that three 
American soldiers 
have been not 
killed, not 
wounded, but just 
captured’ 


that it is being done for self-interested 
motives. There was oil in Kuwait, but 
there is certainly none in Kosovo. 

So why are fee lives of fee soldiers 
sent to do that job being treated as so 
much more precious than those of the 
police who do the same job at home? 
That is simply and purely a media phe- 
nomenon, exclusive to developed, 
media-saturated societies where fee 
television networks, as part of the strug- 
gle for ratings, have increasingly turned 
news into soap opera. 

Wars are particularly susceptible to 
this treatment, since they us uall y hap- 
pen in locations that seem exotic to fee 
target audience — and you can get your 
cameras there beforehand, since you 
know roughly where it will happen. It's 
Hollywood: every casualty becomes 
‘Saving Private Ryan,' and every indi- 
vidual soldier’s life a thousand times 
more newsworthy than fee lives of 
those who die at home from car smash- 
es or gunfire or just from poverty and 
despair. 

It is good that the motives and con- 
duct of every war be questioned every 
day. It is also good feat societies have 
learned to care more about the lives of 
at least some individuals. But this is a 
gross distortion of humanitarianism, in 
which the bruises and blood on Private 
Stone's face matter more than fee thou- 
sands of other young men, not 
Americans but Albanian Kosovars, who 
were dumped into shallow graves by 
Serbian executioners this week. 

And it causes equally great distor- 
tions in strategy. ‘No ground troops’ is 
fee mantra of people for whom the 
media truly is fee message. 

They have lost sight of fee real world. 

The writer is a London-based independent 
journalist whose articles are published in 
45 countries 


Letters to the editor 

The ‘moral imperative’ 

AT A time when Iraq is criticised for cooperating w ith 
Serbia against a common enemy, and the Lnited States 
— who can usually get what it wants in the Security 
Council — no longer feels the need to go through the 
trouble before it bombs a sovereign country, a certain 
amount of moral justification for attacking Serbia may 
seem to emerge from Belgrade's poliev ot forced expul- 
sion of tens of thousands of civilians from their homes. 

But hold on, need I point out fee contradiction.’ I s 
ethnic cleansing something new? In at least one exam- 
ple, in our own neighbourhood, it's been going on lor 
over 50 years. Terror, expulsion, massacres.- home 
demolitions, daily hardships, refugees, erasing of iden- 
tities, violations of international law. of the I’.N. char- 
ter. of U.N. resolutions, of fee Geneva convention... you 
name it. There has never been a better time to draw the 
world's attention to fee plight of fee Palestinians, and 
contrast it wife what is happening in Kosovo, even bet- 
ter. to contrast the “moral imperative”, to use Clinton's 
parlance, in the two catastrophes. 

Let us see, if only as an intellectual exercise, how 
NATO is going to weasel its way out of the moral trap 
this time. 

Hazem S. Biqa'een 
Rhode Island 
l\S. 


A national malaise 

WITH REFERENCE to fee March 25th letter of Mr. 
Gillespie concerning fee “bad” reception he had at the 
Mumtaz post office. I offer my apologies as a : 
Jordanian, aware of our almost national malaise for not 
caring to do our job properly. 

Last nighL we had a European lady w ho had to go to 
the airport at night to board her flight to Europe. She 
was told to take the airport express bus at midnight from I 
Abdali. Upon informing me, I wondered whether the ; 
bus would tum up on time. Just before midnight, my ! 
wife and myself drove her to the bus stop and waited : 
there till past midnight. The stories related by the taxi . 
drivers milling around the bus-stop and a lonely police- ; 
man differed widely: some maintained that it should ; 
turn up any moment, others saying that it is normally a • 
few minutes late. However fee best story was feat if it ! 
does not tum up at 12. it normally does so at 12:30. If j 
not, then it will turn up at 1 :00. Olherw ise it should I 
show up at either 1 :30 or 2:00. i 

Not daring to think beyond 2 a.m.. we decided to put ! 
her in a taxi and send her on her way. | 

Freddy Lama J 
Amman \ 


‘Smoked’ by I 

our neighbours j 

COMPARATIVELY SPEAKING our countrv is far i 
behind our neighbours in tobacco legislation. Our Gulf ! 
neighbours (GCC) are a mixed group. Kuwait has the 
strictest legislation. There is an age limit set at * 

Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and U.AE have a se limits of ~\6. J 
18 and 18 respectively. All GCC countries have strict 1 
levels ot maximum tar and nicotine set at 1 2 and 0 S me 1 

S >™ “ - tax as us: possibly because i 
I6.M0 hectares of land is used for tobacco production j 
( J ordan only has about 2,400 hectares ). 

Kuwait has forbidden smoking on buses, ferries : 

SS fZTV m0l °" vehicles and *°r restaurant staff! : 
has efrmxnated smoking in cinemas, restaurants. : 
banks, schools, universities, public libraries, post : 

nf smolrino at0rS ’ w d g0vernrTiental offices, and there is i 
the ^woritpl ace" P ‘"‘"‘P 0 ' 1 - imemaI n * hls ' * ! 

Aspiring to enter the EU. we must at least be«in to ; 

; 

cent of the surface on whtch thev are primed tthe : 

lo& ducls mus ‘ have 3 £« : 

rv 5,35 : 

a three-year-period, which was raised hJ* researc ^°' er : 
cent surtax on tobacco comp^ofils' “ M 3 j 

YasarAtiyeh j 

— , Amman j 
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Names can be withheld address as wet!. \ 
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T/s true; ‘tis pity, and pity ‘ tis , ‘tis true 

Tis total tosh 



By Howard Jacobson 

YES, YES. it's nice for everybody — 
nice for the British film industry, nice 
for the investors, nice for Dame Judi, 
nice for Marc, nice for Sir Tom, nice 
for Gwyneth (though maybe not so 
.nice for all those genuinely British 
Violas who might have been up for the 
part had someone not been thinking 
Oscars from the very beginning} but 
still, yes. yes. nice. And God knows 
the last thing one wants to do is spoil 
a good party. But Shakespeare in 
Love. Best Film, in any company, in 
any year, judged by any standards — 
my masters, are you mad? 

Let me be blunt, so that we need not 
waste time on preliminaries. The film 
is tosh. ‘Tis true, ‘tis pity, and pity ‘tis, 
‘tis true — the film is tosh. Literate 
tosh. I grant you. but that somehow 
makes it worse. All those fine words 
and grand cadences — almost all of 
them Shakespeare's — thrown away 
on such piffling matter. All that erudi- 
tion and understanding — almost all 
of it Shakespeare’s — serving that sin- 
gle joke most calculated to please the 
plainest and most uninformed minds: 
The anachronism gag. You think 
wink-wink shots of souvenirs of Strat- 
ford are funny? You think an Eliza- 
bethan bargeman telling Shakespeare 
that he had that Christopher Marlowe 
in the back of the boat is funny? Best 
film funny? Then you are wrong. 

Before a nudge from that same 
Christopher Marlowe and a decisive 
glimpse of Gwyneth's boyish ban- 
daged nipples, Shakespeare ■ was 
intending to call his new play Ethel 
the Pirate’s Daughter. That strike you 
as funny? Piquant in some way? Tren- 
chant? Allusive to some telling silli- 
ness in the Elizabethan imagination? 
Wrong again. 

I watched the film in the company of 
somebody who is. as the saying goes, 
“in the industry.” He was alive to all 
the jokes about producers and money- 
men. In making a film about putting 
on a play, the makers of Shakespeare 


‘Was it Rodin who 
said he sculpted 
with his penis? 
The message of 
Shakespeare in 
Love is that 
Shakespeare 
wrote with his’ 

in Love were really making a film 
about putting on a film. I begrudge no 
man the pleasure of an in joke. Didn't 
I, along with everyone else with a 
degree in English Literature, laugh at 
visual references to the ghoulish 
apprenticeship of John Webster? I did. 
But in the end an in joke is a species of 
flattery. And he does me double 
wrong, that wounds me with the flat- 
teries of his tongue. 

I am not going to contest the come- 
dy. That Monty Python did it better 25 
years will go without saying to anyone 
who was alive that long ago. That The 
Fast Show does it better now also 
seems to me unanswerable. So it was 
smart of the casting director to use 
members of The Fast Show in the 
film. For there is an inevitable Carry 
On factor at work. Put in comic actors 
from a funny television show and they 
will get laughs willy-nilly. That's the 
dangerous downside of laughter: It is 
Pavlovian. But it is not because 
Shakespeare in Love wishes us to 
laugh at what isn't in its own right 
funny that it’s tosh. That would make 
it no more than a failure, something 
which, in other circumstances, might 


just have been a success, Shakespeare 
in Love could never have been a suc- 
cess. It has no foundations: it is a fee- 
ble construct on an ugly and baseless 
idea. Namely that Shakespeare was a 
dickhead with a Boyzone range of 
thoughts, suffering a soap star’s 
depression in conjunction with a 
romantic novelist’s writer’s block. 

I’ll be round with you. It’s not on 
Shakespeare's behalf that this bothers 
me. We must assume, by now, that 
Shakespeare can take care of himself. 
Even the best jokes against his tenden- 
cy to blustering grandiloquence and 
pedantry — remember those incompa- 
rable take-offs of the History Plays in 
Beyond the Fringe? — have left his 
reputation unimpaired. No: For 

Shakespeare himself, who on an ofif- 
day could compose bombast to equal 
The Lakes and is therefore ripe for 
ridicule, I entertain no anxieties. It's 
us we should be worried for: Who is it 
out there who thinks this is the only 
Shakespeare we can take ? How does it 
behove us as a species, how does it 
help us, to believe that art is made by 
a moron in love? 

Unable to proceed with Ethel the 
Pirate's Daughter, not given to reading 
or thinking much, but forever moon- 
ing in regulation period Ea$tcheap or 
wherever it is that Elizabethans are 
deemed to have shouted a lot and bus- 
tled unnecessarily, considering that 
shops weren't open for as long as they 
are now (anachronism joke). Shake- 
speare encounters Gwyneth, falls in 
love with how her voice coach has 
-taught her to pronounce English and 
how many lines she knows from plays 
he hasn't written yet, and subsequent- 
ly spills out of her bed carrying pages 
of manuscript. Was it Rodin who said 
he sculpted with his penis? The mes- 
sage of Shakespeare in Love is that 
Shakespeare wrote with his. Gwyneth, 
bed, nipples, love, moan, morning, 
manuscript Magic. No ink. No pen. 
Nothing. Just Gwyneth in his arms 
and that’s Romeo and Juliet complet- 
ed. Next? Well, next in the film’s 


solipsistic romantic chronology is 
Twelfth Night and that's all to do with 
Gwyneth also. Steadfast in life, she 
must be the model for Sebastian’s 
constant sister. For surely Shakespeare 
could never have imagined constancy? 

We are out of the cinema long before 
we get to any problem plays (Shake- 
speare in a Bit of Tizz-Wozz?) let 
alone the tragedies (Shakespeare 
Upset?). Which is probably for the 
best 

Plucking out the heart of Shake- 
speare’s mystery is the name of the 
game. Behind the offered good- 
naturedness of the film's determined 
anti-inteliectualism lies a mean-mind- 
ed academic conspiracy. The conspir- 
acy of tbe his tori cists. You will find 
historicists in every university in the 
world, invariably the deliverers of the 
dullest lectures because they believe 
in dullness with a flameless passion. 
They are the ones who tell you that 
nothing is ever to be understood in any 
work of literature unless you know 
everything about tbe time in which it 
was written, and what precisely befell 
its writer. For this is the beginning and 
the end of their own expertise. Any 
interest in the writer’s intelligence or 
imagination, the largeness of his mind, 
his power to infuse his particular 
experience with general thought, is 
considered uneducated, unacademic, 
fanciful and unreliable. 

On the surface this is anti-populist 
because it gives primacy to scholar- 
ship and abstruse knowledge. No 
work is truly open to you. it says, 
because you don’t know enough. But 
it meets the present preoccupation 
with finding a voice in which to please 
everyone — dumbing down, if you 
like — in this way: It makes us all 
equal before the accidents of experi- 
ence. No one is exceptional. No one 
makes choices of a different order to 
the choices we all make. No one 
thinks otherwise. No one is serious. 
No one seeks to be unconfined by the 
common. 

Odd, that a moment in the history of 


the obfuscation of literature should 
have found popular expression in a 
movie which flatters ignorance and 
incuriosity. But maybe everything is 
now tending to lightness. Fall in love, 
go on stage, take your pants off, have 
a laugh, be a sport. Live in your con- 
text. 


In fact Shakespeare in Love tells us 
a lot more about us than about Shake- 
speare. The film would pluck out the 
heart of his mystery, but it doesn’t 
sound him to the top of his compass. It 
merely sounds our own lowest notes. 

— 77ft' Independent 
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First-time exhibiLcelebrates Poland’s 

forgotten golden age 



‘Land of Winged Horsemen: Art in Poland, 1572-1764,’ 
offers a glimpse into a forgotten period and includes this 
17th century copy of 'Our Lady of Czestochowa' that has 
been deemed miraculous (Reuters photo) 


By Mary Gabriel 

Reuters 

AS MOVIEGOERS relive England's 
golden age under Elizabeth L the 
museum world is celebrating 
Poland's golden age with an exhibi- 
tion that includes treasures stolen by 
the Nazis or hidden behind the Iron 
Curtain after 1 944. 

“Land of the Winged Horsemen; 
Art in Poland, 1572-1764,'' offers a 
glimpse into a foigotten period when 
the arts in Poland flourished as reli- 
gious tolerance attracted foreigners 
persecuted in their own countries and 
military might helped make Poland 
the largest nation in Europe. 

“I was stunned that this thrilling and 
pivotal chapter of European history' 
had been silenced for so long,” said 
Ellen Reeder, curator of ancient art at 
the Walters Art Gallery in Baltimore 
where the travelling exhibition 
opened this month. 

Because of cold war-era policies 
dial isolated Eastern Europe from the 
wesL Poland and its rich culture have 
remained a “gray blur" for most peo- 
ple. Reeder said. 

“The country was so isolated, the 
publications weren’t there, there were 
simply no really good images of 
Poland in film or television. What’s 
remarkable is that this isolation has 
continued even now that the iron cur- 
tain is gone.” The “Winged Horse- 
men” exhibition is an attempt to 
remove Poland from what Reeder 
called “the map of forgetting” It 
includes 150 works gathered from 35 
Polish museums by Wawel Royal 
Castle Director Jan Ostrowski, War- 
saw Royal Castle Director Andrzej 
Rortermund and Poland’s “cultural 
ambassador at large Count Andrew 
Ciechanowiecki. 

Some of the pieces are on view for 
the first time since undergoing exten- 
sive conservation work and most are 
being seen for the first time outside 
Poland 

Exhibit highlights Poland's military 
among the most fascinating objects in 
the exhibition are the crown, sceptre 
and orb from the coronation of 
Augustus m in 1733. The pieces 
illustrate not only the artistry of Pol- 
ish jewellers but the tortured history 
of Poland’s recent pasL 

The heavily jewelled objects, 
including emeralds, rubies, sapphires 
and diamonds borrowed from the 
Dresden crown jewels, were stolen by 
the Nazis Mid taken to Germany. 
Then they were stolen by the Red 
Army and held in the Soviet Union 
until 1960 when they were returned to 
the National Museum in Warsaw. 


The 20th-century pillage of 
Poland's treasures is a far cry from the 
country’s more distant past Through 
much of the 16th to 18th centuries, 
the commonwealth of Poland-Lithua- 
nia constituted the largest land empire 
in Europe, stretching from the Baltic 
Sea to the Black Sea. As the eastern- 
most extension of the Roman 
Catholic church, Poland was consid- 
ered the “defender of die faiib" 
a g ainst the Ottoman empire. 

Poles under King John Sobieskj in 
defeated the Turks in the 1683 battle 
of Vienna, the most important in pre- 
mediaeval Europe. A linen tent cap- 
tured in that decisive campaign is on 
display in the “Winged Horsemen” 
exhibition, as is weaponry from 
Sobieski's fighters including armour 
worn by the Husaria heavy cavalry 
from which the exhibition gee its 
name. 

The Husaria wore massive back- 
plates of eagle wings that resembled 
feathered headdresses worn by Amer- 
ican Indians. As the "Winged Horse- 
men” charged into battle, their head- 
dresses vibrated to produce a sound 
that terrified their enemy. 

Artists drawn by Polish religious 
tolerance artists took refuge in Poland 
during its golden age, attracted by its 
stability ensured by a fierce military 
and its religious tolerance, which was 
decreed by law. 

In 1573, the confederation of War- 
saw stated that no one could be perse- 
cuted for their religious beliefs. As a 
result, Poland became a haven for 
persecuted people and the largest 
refuge for European Jewry. And that 
same year Poland held its first free 
election to select a king, ushering in a 
long reign of monarchs who were 
subject to the vote. 

A magnificent painting in the form 
of a frieze, “entry of ihe wedding pro- 
cession of constance of Austria and 
Sigismund III into Cracow,” known 
as the “Stockholm roll” because it 
was held in Sweden until 1974, was 
painted by an anonymous artist 
around 1 605, at the height of Poland’s 
royal court splendour. 

■The moment the marriage of the 
king of Poland is taking place is the 
same time Shakespeare is writing at 
tbe Globe Theatre,” Reeder said. “It 
was a time of great excitement and 
great energy.” Paintings, ceramics, 
glass and textiles illustrate the influ- 
ence of both the east ami west on 
Poland's cultural life as artists created 
local schools that flourished under the 
patronage of fabulously wealthy fam- 
ilies — the Czatwyskis, Ossolinskis, 
Rarizi wells. Lubomirskis and Potock- 
is. 


When asked if the Radziwell fami- 
ly lived like royalty, one member 
once said, “I live like a Radziwell, the 
king can do as he pleases.” Examples 
of the works the magnate families 
commissioned show the sophistica- 
tion of the artists and provide win- 
dows into the world of the Polish aris- 
tocracy. 

An enigmatic portrait of countess 
Anna Orzelska, the illegitimate 
daughter of King Augustus II, is an 
example of Poland’s liberal stance on 
women's rights. Orzelska, who under 
Polish law had die same rights of 
inheritance as her brother, used her 
wealth to support the am. 

The importance of religion in the 
lives of Poles in the 16th to 18th cen- 
turies is evident in works throughout 
the exhibition. But the centrepiece of 
the show is a religious artefact that 
many claim has miraculous powers. 


A 15th-century painting of “Our 
Lady of Czestochowa” was slashed 
by thieves in a foiled robbery attempt 
Mid die portrait was said to bleed 
from the cuts. A 17th-century copy of 
the painting has also been designated 
as miraculous and has been the object 
of pilgrimages to Lvov, where it was 
previously located, and to Cracow, 
where it now hangs iu the Carmelite 
Church of the Visitation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. 

The copy, which includes the marks 
tbe robbers’ knives made on the 15th- 
century ori ginal, is on view in 
“Winged Horsemen” — its first 
showing since an extensive conserva- 
tion project and the first showing ever 
outside Poland. 

The exhibition ends in Warsaw next 
year at the newly restored royal cas- 
tle. which was destroyed during 
World Warn. 
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Thinking and juggling 
like Leonardo 


By Mark Egan 

Reuters 

HE COOKED a mean minestrone, bent 
horseshoes with his bare hands, threw 
killer parties and was a juggler beyond 
compare. And now, thanks to a new self- 
help book, you could be like him. 

But mayte you are more interested in 
being a world-class painter, an ingenious 
inventor and a brilliant thinker. Either 
way. the newly published ‘‘how to think 
like Leonardo Da Vinci” (Delacorte 
Press) might be just the ticket. 

Even though Da Vinci has been dead for 
almost 500 years, many still regard him 
as the greatest genius ever and the quin- 
tessential “renaissance man.” Among his 
biggest fans is author Michael Gelb, who 
has made a career of improving himself 
and telling others how to do likewise. 

Indeed Gelb claims his rwo greatest 
heroes as a child were Superman and Da 
Vinci. He’stopped worshipping the “man 
of steel” once he became old enough to 
dismiss it as fantasy but he still reveres 
Da Vinci as the supreme maestro. 

After years of immersing himself in all 
things Leonardo, Gelb has boiled down 
the man’s mind into seven simple steps 
that can help you think like a genius every 
day. 

While you should not expect to read 
Gelb's book and be painting Mona Lisas 
or inventing submarines and helicopters 
overnight, you should at least be able to 
programme your VCR. 

“I’m not saying you're going to paint 
the Mona Lisa or invent the equivalent of 
the bicycle,” Gelb told Reuters in an 
interview. “While you won’t become 
Leonardo Da Vinci, the idea is that each 
person is gifted with more ability than 
they are usually taking advantage of.” 
Five years ago, Gelb gave a presentation 
on Da Vinci’s creative thinking to a con- 
ference of company presidents in Flo- 
rence, Italy. His speech was such a big hit 
that Gelb spent more and more time delv- 
ing into what made the genius tick. 

“The interest 1 had through my life in 
Leonardo became an overwhelming pas- 
sion.” he said. “I starred dreaming about 
him. The more I learned about him the 
more I learned about his incredible gifts 
and talents and genius.” 

In order to think like the great man. 
Gelb has devised what he calls “the seven 
Da Vmcian principles.” The first is 
“curiosita,” or a desire to learn more. 
When children start asking questions like 
“daddy, where do babies come from?” 
they are taking the first step in thinking 
like Da Vinci. 

The other principles are willingness to 
learn from mistakes and experiences, 
continual refinement of the senses, 
embracing ambiguity and paradox, devel- 
oping “whole-brain” thinking, and culti- 


vating grace, ambidexterity, fitness and 
poise. The final principle is to discover 
how all the others fit together and how 
everything connects to everything else. 

The book carries an enthusiastic, two- 
thumbs-up endorsement on the back 
cover from the Da Vinci of self-help. 
Deepak Chopra: “Gelb guides us in a dis- 
covery and understanding of the bound- 
lessness of our own full human potential.” 
High praise indeed. But what exactly will 
readers learn from the book? 

Readers are given practical tips about 
how to act like Da Vinci, starling with 
keeping a notebook handy to record their 
inspirations. Exercises include pretending 
to smile like the Mona Lisa and then ask- 
ing yourself how it makes you feel. 

Won’t cynics say that is just ridiculous? 
“Most cynics are broken-hearted ideal- 
ists," Gelb replied, sounding like a true 
self-help guru. 

“The people who are most creative and 
most effective in actually doing some- 
thing creative and different are the ones 
who are laughing and seeing humour in 
the situation!” A section of the book is 
devoted to wine tasting, another to listen- 
ing to great music. Readers are told how 
to use their fingers to “touch like an 
angel” and encouraged to “vocalise the 
sounds inspired by the colours” of a 
favourite painting. 

And if all those exercises make you 
hungty the book even has a recipe for 
minestrone soup. Leonardo's favourite 
dish. 

Since Da Vinci’s own recipe was not 
available, Gelb offers readers his grand- 
ma Rosa’s mouth-watering concoction 
instead. 

For fans of “The Last Supper,” a large 
section of the book is devoted to “the 
beginner’s Da Vinci drawing course.” The 
book also tells readers to get fit, sit up 
straight and even how to juggle, a talent 
shared by Da Vinci and Gelb. 

Gelb worked his way through graduate 
school in the 1970s as a juggler. In the 
late ‘70s he reached jugglers nirvana 
when he performed on-stage with the 
Rolling Stones at the Knebwonh rock 
festival. And like any self-help guru he 
used that experience’ to write a book. 
“Lessons From the An of Juggling: How 
to Achieve Your Full Potential in Busi- 
ness. Learning and Life” But do not 
expect your life to become a bed of roses 
even after you have soaked up all the wis- 
dom imparted in Gelb’s books. After two 
decades of telling others how to improve 
their lives, even he admits to being a fail- 
ure in some ways. 

“Today is the day my divorce is being 
filed. That’s my biggest failure” Gelb 
said. “Just as Leonardo made huge mis- 
takes. I've made them too. But the point 
is to learn from them quickly and not 
repeat them.” 
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Rising oil prices ease Gulf economic pressure but austerity remains 


DUBAI (AFP) — The 
boost in global oil prices 
following cuts in OPEC 
production will ease pres- 
sure on the Gulf states' ail- 
ing economies but is 
unlikely to reverse austere 
budgets, analysts said Sat- 
urday. 

Recent gains in crude 
prices could help .cut 
deficits in the region by as 
much as a third, some ana- 
lysts said, but the increases 
will nut be enough to spur 


the now cautious Gulf gov- 
ernments into higher spend- 
ing plans. 

“The recent improvement 
in prices is very comforting 
to the regional govern- 
ments, they are now getting 
two to three dollars a barrel 
more than they assumed in 
their budgets," said Oman- 
based Mohammad Abdul 
Jabr. a senior associate with 
the Washington-based 
Petroleum Finance Compa- 
ny. 


“In terms of budget 
deficits I think we have 
seen the bottom. These 
prices could improve 
deficits by as much as a 
thir d in some cases,” he 
added. 

But Husham Meshal, an 
economist with the Kuwait- 
based AJ Shall Economic 
Consultants, warned that 
even though “the expecta- 
tion is that deficits will 
improve ... they will stick to 
their budgets." 


“The perception of this 
price rise will be good and 
that should help stimulate 
the economies, although it 
is still a wait-and-see situa- 
tion," he said. 

Last month’s decision by 
OPEC and non-OPEC pro- 
ducers to shave an addition- 
al 2.1 million barrels per 
day off their total produc- 
tion from this month has 
already buoyed market sen- 
timent 

On Wednesday, bench- 
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mark Brent North Sea 
crude for May delivery rose 
above SIS in London, its 
highest level in 10 months. 

The gains have had a 
marked effect on regional 
stock markets, especially in 
Saudi Arabia, but investors 
remain cautious, said Beshr 
Bakheet, senior partner 
with Riyadh-based Bakheet 
Financial Advisors. 

“Assuming that prices 
remain at this level, then I 
think we will see a return of 


Exchange Rates 


confidence, improved liq- 
uidity and less speculation 
on (regional) currencies," 
he said. 

The issue is now whether 
recent crude price gains can 
be sustained, he said, and 
whether the heavily oil- 
dependent Gulf economies 
can reap the full benefit of 
their crude production cuts. 

Previous lapses in com- 
pliance will mean “the mar- 
kets will be watching com- 
pliance very carefully. They 
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need a couple of months ol 
strict compliance to sustain 
this market sentiment. 
Meshal said. 

But the Kuwait-based 
economist remained opti- 
mistic that compliance with 
new cuts could run as high 
as 75 per cent "for a w hile." 

Abdul Jabr said compli- 
ance with the new cuts 
might not exceed 60 per 
cent, although even at this 
level prices should average 
S12.50 to SI 3 for the year. 
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similar tn last > ear’s uwr- 
y «jL* and well above nud- 
cetar' estimate**. 
r Just a* spending plan* are 
expected to remain unai- 
fected by recent gains in oil 
prices, so toi> are *he Gull 
states' slow ntovc« towards 
economic reform, analysts 
said. . 

In a speech last month in 
Abu Dhabi that came juM 
one dav before a prelimi- 
r.^r> OPEC production cut 
agreement. Arab Moneian 
Fund Director General Jas- 
mih Al-Mann.ii said am 
major reform 1 ' were 
"unlikelv" in the short term. 

Mom Gulf stales' “budget 
structure is ,0 ngiJ that the 
margin of manoeuvre 
seems to be very limited ... 
drastic economic reform is 
unlikelv to be envisaged at 
least for the time being.” he 
said. 

But analysis like Bakheet 
remain optimistic dial 
reforms begun before or 
during the oil price crisis 
would continue despite the 
recovery in crude prices.^ 
particularly in the area ot 
privatisation. 

As far us Saudi .Arabia is 
concerned, “it is a long 
term objective and we 
shouldn’t overplay the role 
of oil prices m this 
process." he said. 

Morocco 
sees ’99 
growth 
at 3.0% 


RABAT iR» — Morocco’s 
gross domestic product is 
expected to grow by three 
per cent in 1999 compared 
with 6.3 per cent last year, 
the state-run SfaWics Direc- 
torate has said. In its latest 
newsletter received, the 
directorate said: “Based on 
an agricultural average oat- 
put this \c;ir, Moroccos 
gross domestic 

product! GDP i is expected to 
grow by an average three per 
cent." the agriculture sector 
represents up to 20 per cent 
of GDP and employs nearly 
half of the country's 10 mil- 
lion workforce. Moroccos 
GDP is estimated at the 
equivalent of S37.3 billion in 
1998. 

The directorate, which 
based its forecast on prelimi- 
nary figures, said the infla- 
tion rate would decline to 2.5 
per cent by the end of 1999 
from 2.7 per cent in 199S. 

In January and February, 
the consumer price index 
was down 0.8 and 0.2 per 
cent respectively, it said. 
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THE Daily Crossword Edited 


by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Harbors 
6 Mess maker 
10 Artist’s studio 

14 Separate 

15 Drag along 

16 Lamb's pen 
name 

17 Strictness 

18 Can. province 

19 Trial by tire 

20 Bequietl 

22 Sorority letter 

23 Brink of 
Christmas 

24 ’New Jack 
City" co-star 

26 Part of Q&A 
29 Legislate 
32 Athenian 
lawgiver 
36 Underwrite 
expenses 

38 Thyroid 
swelling 

39 Harrow’s rival 

40 Author of The 
Cloister and the 
Hearth" 

42 Pineapple 
brand 

43 Readers' decks 
45 "Maniac' singer 

47 Oodles 

48 Department 
head 

49 Spanish article 

50 _ facto 

52 Pull from a Jug 
54 Liability 
57 Relax 

63 Diva's song 

64 Actress Moran 

65 Data display 

66 Rurvof-the- 

67 Exxon, once 

68 Novelist 
Glasgow 

69 Find a buyer 

70 Not so many 

71 Requirements 

DOWN 

1 Urban greenery 

2 Mayberry kid 

3 Extreme anger 

4 Figurative use 
of a word 

5 Contender 

6 Roe source 
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‘Peanuts 
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By Gregory E. Paul 

Scottdale.PA 

7 'Sympbonie 
Espagnde' 
composer 

8 Surpass in 
cunning 

9 Mont of the 
Alps 

10 Parlay a bet 

11 Imitation butter 

12 Closed hand 

13 See yal 

21 Carreras and 
Pavarotti 

25 Tokyo, once 

26 Aids In 
wrongdoing 

27 Part Of South 
Africa 

28 Saw logs? 

30 "Cakes and * 

31 Butt heads 

33 Island loop 

34 Casals' 
instrument 

35 Sandwich 
cookies 

37 Walking 

encyclopedia 

38 Zodiac sign 

41 Narcs 1 grp. 
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44 RedpeamL 
46 Composer 
Benjamin 
48 Lacking 
refinement 
51 Girder 
substance 
53 Painter 
Rembrandt 


54 Hoover and 
Aswan 

55 Great Lake 

56 List of charges 

58 Smooch 

59 Seth's son 

60 Fit 

61 Luge 

62 Desires 
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Andy Capp 


them's no' 

, PLACE LIKE k 
NOME— ONCE] 
■ PI A WHILE j 


I lost the shopping list you gave me 
Fortunately, I found another one 
that somebody left on the flood 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Amotd ana MSce ArgHon 


y ~ 

UnscramUe these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square. 
to form lour ordin ary words. 

i TURET 

i n t~ 

j GERME I 


■5, 8 - Yc ^ caB this a steak?! 
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THERE 
MAy BE 
GERMS 
ON IT/ 
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A review of news from the Arabic Press 

^ . A 


Asfour stresses need to obtain licences to import 
goods from states having trade protocols with Jordan 


** INDUSTRY AND Trade Minister 
Mohammed Asfour. has asked the 
Department of Customs to issue a circular 
to all customs offices and border posts 
requesting them not to permit the entry of 
any goods coming from countries with 
which Jordan has trade agreements or 
protocols unless importers present 
licences or authorisations permitting such 
imports. The licences should be valid and 
sufficient to cover the full value, quanti- 
ties and types of the imparted goods. 

In his letter to the director general of the 
Customs Department. Asfour stressed that 
this measure should be taken to shield the 
importers from the consequences of not 
approving the importation of the goods 
for various reasons. The minister indicat- 
ed that failing to obtain prior licences or 
authorisations permitting imports from 
countries with which the Kingdom has 
trade agreements or protocols, would be a 
violation of import regulations issued in 
1997. 

“Despite repeated requests about this 
subject, goods still enter the Kingdom 
through tiiis pattern causing confusion at 


the Ministry of Industiy and Trade and the 
Department of Customs as the importers 
try to impose a de facto situation after 
bringing in the goods to the Kingdom” the 
minister's letter said. “This matter does 
not enable the ministry to implement its 
policy in the area of imports from those 
countries.'’ 

A number of importers recently import- 
ed goods from Syria without prior autho- 
risation and when the goods arrived at the 
customs offices, the importers made con- 
tacts with the minister and the secretary 
general through the Amman Chamber of 
Commerce. The minister and the secre- 
tary general provided all possible assis- 
tance for the importers and allowed the 
entry of the goods to the Kingdom’s mar- 
kets because it was brought to be sold 
before the ‘Eid A1 Adha Islamic feast. 

The minister emphasised that such a sit- 
uation should not be repeated in the future 
and that importers should obtain prior 
licences or authorisations covering the 
value, quantity and types of imports (A1 
Dustour). 


World Bank to organise economic workshop in 
October for Jordanian, Palestinian journalists 


** THE WORLD BANK will be holding 
a workshop about economic issues in 
Jordan and the Palestinian territories in 
Amman in October, said Abdullah Bou 
Habib, external relations director for the 
Middle East and North Africa (MENA) at 
the World Bank. He indicated that the 
workshop aims at enlightening journalists 
covering economic affairs about the role 
of the World Bank in economic develop- 
ment in Jordan and Palestine and dis- 


J FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, APRIL 4,1999 

By Linda C. Blacky Tribune Media Services, Inc. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Something y ou learned in 
the past is going to be very useful today” If a situation 
comes up that you’ve seen before, go back to the previous 
. time. Look at how it worked out then. If you did botch the 
job, put in the correction. This is how Hue learning occurs. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You’re worried, about 
money again, and the anxiety you’re experiencing may 
actually be getting in the way of having the problems dis- 
solve. Isn’t it funny how this happens? Sometimes worry- 
ing about a thing makes it stick in place so we can’t ever 
get past it. Today, if you can possibly relax, you and your 
friend can find a way. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) A bold move today could 
be disastrous. Advise your partner not to do it Its important 
to have all the facts, but you don’t need to tell them all yeL 
Somebody once said that discretion was the better part of 
valour, and today that's certainly true. Be discreet, and 
advis e you r partner to do the same. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 22) If you notice your job is 
no fun anymore, maybe that’s because you've taken on too 
much. There are no extra points to be gained for working 
yourself to death. Do the things you're good at, and dele- 
gate the rest to somebody else. Today, that perfect person 
could show up just in the nick of time. 

LEO: (July 23 to August 22) You might be tempted to take 
a risk. There’s a great opportunity there, but one conse- 
quence you hadn’t considered: Something that seems 
abundant will turn out to be scarce. So. if you’re betting on 
there being more of it, you'll lose. If you bet the other way, 
you'll probably win, but that’s an even riskier position to 
take. Better just to wait. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Beware of a deal 
today that looks too good to be true. It is. There’s a barrier 
in the way. Strangely enough, this could refer to a clog in 
your plumbing, or to your mate not doing something 
around the house he or she promised to lake care of. If any 
of the above transpires today, be a good sport No point in 
getting all worked up. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You’ve just about 
learned enough to put new skills to work on a household 
project This could be fun, especially if you've got a part- 
ner with a little more experience. Don’t think you have to 
finish the whole thing today, however. Concentrate on the 
demolition phase now, and you can get into die reconstruct 
over the weekend. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 ) Your losses 
today could be even greater than yesterday, so take care. 
Concentrate on bringing money in. rather than spending iL 
One thing you’ll gain plenty of today is experience. You 
don't have’ to leam everything the hard way. Pay close 
attention to what’s going on around you, and you can leam 
from other people’s mistakes. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 » You 
could be wondering where you’ll get die money to take the 
vacation you're planning. The conditions in effect right 
now are most likely keeping you stuck at home for a while. 
Insread of being frustrated, use this to your advantage. A 
home business could help you generate the cash you want. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 19) Today, 
vou're going to go through a bit of a cleanup phase. Get rid 
of whatever you don’t need so tomorrow you can get new 
stuff. If its emotional baggage you're carrying around, just 
dump iL You’ll be amazed to see how much fun life can be. 
At least tty it for a half an hour, to see if you like iL 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 18) Be careful 
today with your money. You could be surprised at how fast 
you wind up going through iL Once there was plenty of it 
but soon enough there won’t be enough. Be extremely 
careful with your checkbook, and leave your credit cards at 

PISCES: (February 19 to March 20) Remember to be 
respectful today, even when you don't feel like iL It’ll earn 
vou points. If somebody else doesn’t understand where 
you're coming from, don't let it bother you. What this per- 
son is missing is something that s pretty obvious to you. 
and to some of your friends. Be gentle when you point it 
OUL 

Birthstone of April: Diamond — Amethyst 


cussing economic issues of interest to 
both sides. 

The two-day workshop will be attended 
by about 45 journalists who will bear 
many speakers from the World Bank, 
namely Inder Sud, the director of the 
MENA region, Joh Page, the chief econo- 
mist for MENA and Joseph Saba, the 
director for the Palestine Department (AI 
Ra'i + Al Dustour). 


Japan’s 
auto output 
heading for 
20-year low 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s 
auto production will tumble 
below 10 million units, a 20- 
year low, in the financial year 
that ended last month, an 
industry group has said. 

“It’S unlikely to reach 10 
million units,” Yoshifumi 
Tsuji. chairman of the Japan 
Automobile Manufacturers 
Association, told a news con- 
ference. 

*T think it's going to be 
about 9.95 million units,” 
said Tsuji, who is also chair- 
man of Nissan Motor Co. 
Ltd. 

Japanese auto output has 
stayed above the 10 million 
mark since March 1979. 

Tsuji said declines in 
exports in February and 
March forced him to down- 
grade forecast production. 

The association has until 
now said output would stay 
above 10 million units 
despite the slump in the 
world’s second largest econ- 
omy. 

In the year to March 1998, 
Japan's auto output edged up 
1 5 per cent to 10.78 million 
units. 
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Lebanon reportedly 
mulling state cell-phone 
firm to boost revenues 
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BEIRUT (AFP) — The 
Lebanese government 
accused the nation's two 
cell phone companies of 
violating their contracts as it 
considers cutting in on the 
lucrative market itself to 
boost state revenues, news- 
papers have said. 

Post and 

Telecommunications 
Minister Issam Naaman 
lambasted the two firms, 
LibanCell and Cellis for 
selling more than their allot- 
ted number of cell phone 
lines, the Daily Star report- 
ed. 

Naaman said the firms 


“interpreted their contracts 
as they wished,” selling 
more than the 250,000 lines 
each are allowed under the 
terms of the agreements. 
Lebanon's cell phone mar- 
ket is the fourth-largest in 
the world, the paper said. 

Parliamentary Speaker 
Nabih Beni accused the 
firms of costing the govern- 
ment money by selling extra 
lines to customers who 
would have purchased land 
lines from the state phone 
service instead. 

“In this sense the cellular 
companies are making a 
profit at the expense of the 


government,” he said. 

The criticisms are ”a fur- 
ther indication that the gov- 
ernment is considering 
establishing a a state-owned 
cellular company or renego- 
tiating the existing con- 
tracts,” the paper said. 

Lebanon is already strug- 
gling under SI 8.6 billion of 
debt accumulated by the 
programme to rebuild 
Beirut after the 1975-1990 
civil war and last week 
announced a $750 million 
treasury bill issue to pay off 
debts owed to the private 
sector. 


Greenspan says 
derivatives had minor 
role in last year’s turmoil 
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WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Despite widespread concern 
over systemic risks from 
derivative financial prod- 
ucts, such instruments were 
only minor players in last 
year's financial turmoil. 
Federal Reserve Chairman 
Alan Greenspan has said. 

“Derivative instruments 
were bystanders,” 

Greenspan — speaking here 
by satellite — told a meet- 
ing in Florida of the Futures 
Industiy Association. 

“They may well have 
intensified the losses in 
underlying markets, but 
they were scarcely the 
major players,” he said. 

Derivatives are financial 
market contracts. Their 


value is based on the perfor- 
mance of an underlying 
financial asseL interest rate 
or exchange rate. 

“The bulk of the losses 
reported by the major deriv- 
ative houses for the finan- 
cially turbulent third quarter 
of last year reflected 
declines in the market val- 
ues of their underlying trad-, 
ing positions, especially in 
equities, commodities and 
emerging market debL” 
Greenspan explained. 

Despite the world finan- 
cial turmoil over the past 
eighteen months, there is no 
sign of a slowdown in the 
growth of derivatives use, 
he said. 

U.S. commercial banks. 


the leading players in global 
derivatives markets, report- 
ed outstanding derivatives 
contracts with a value of 
$33 trillion at the end of 
1998. 

The exposure on such 
contracts were estimated at 
around $325 billion, or less 
than six per cent total bank 
assets. 

Greenspan said that 
“nothing short of a major 
economic adjustment” was 
likely to test the strength of 
the derivative markets. 

For bank regulators con- 
cerned about derivatives, 
the best approach would be 
to improve their internal 
risk models. 


Mitsubishi 


to cut 1 4,000 jobs 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s 
Mitsubishi Electric Corp. has 
announced it will cut 14.000 jobs in 
three years, including 8,400 in Japan, 
to reduce huge losses and focus on 
its strengths. 

Loss-making businesses will be 
spun off, sold, or shut down. 

The jobs, about 10 per cent of the 
total 146.000, would be cut by 
March 2002 as the company acts “on 
the presupposition that difficult mar- 
ket conditions will persist,** 
Mitsubishi Electric said in a state- 
menL 

The company revealed the deep 
job-cutting plan, a last resort for 
most Japanese firms, in its mid-term 
corporate restructuring, which plans 
to refocus the group on its best-per- 
forming businesses. 

It said fixed costs would be slashed 
by 100 billion yen ($830 million) 
and variable costs by 50 billion yen 
in two years to “build a profit struc- 
ture that is not dependent on volume 
increases.” 

Capital investment would be cut by 
about 20 per cent, research and 


development by 10 per cent and 
other expenses by an extra 10 per 
cent, said the company. 

“Operations that are consistently 
running at a loss will be aggressively 
evaluated during the current fiscal 
year,” it said. “Those deemed diffi- 
cult or impossible to return to profit 
will be spun off, sold or shut down 
by March 2000.” 

Mitsubishi Electric has been wide- 


companies as well as the outright 
spinning off of operations.” 

Its consolidated targets for ihe fis- 
cal year to March 2002 included four 
trillion yen in sales, compared to an 
expected 3.7 trillion yen for this fis- 
cal year ended Wednesday. 

Other targets for the fiscal year to 
March 2002 included pre-tax profit 
of 120 billion yen. a return on equity 
of more than 10 per cenL and the 


ly criticised by industry analysts for . smaller workforce. 


spreading its wings too wide in an 
effort to keep up with global rivals 
such as Toshiba Corp. and Hitachi 
Ltd. 

Last month, the major electric 
machinery maker said it would suffer 
a group pre-tax loss of 80 billion yen 
($661 million) in the year to M arch- 

Mitsubishi Electric said it would 
now make a “clear differentiation 
between those areas to be expanded 
and those to be scaled down and/or 
eliminated. 

“Among the sectors to be expand- 
ed, the company will aggressively 
pursue strategic alliances and joint 
business agreements with partner 


“Mitsubishi Electric intends to has- 
ten reforms of its management struc- 
ture in order to reinforce a responsi- 
ble managerial system capable of 
speedy decision-making,” it said, 
adding that the number of board 
directors would be cut from 33 to 24 
by June this year. 

The firm's semiconductor group, 
concentrating on expanding system 
large scale integration circuits, “will 
return to profitablity by the fiscal 
year ending in March 2001,” it 
vowed. 

Some 500 designers will be drafted 
in to bolster the core business of 
advanced random access memory 


microchips and microcontrollers. 
Mitusbishi Electric added. 

“The mid-term corporate structure 
calls for improvements in market 
share and profitability among the 
firm’s core businesses,” it said, list- 
ing areas such as energy and building 
systems, home electronics, factory 
automation and car electronics. 

In the new focus, the company 
"will dedicate itself to expanding 
operations related to next-generation 
communications infrastructure and 
digital information technology 
devices, two product groups that will 
form the foundation of the the open 
digital networks of the 
coming century.” 

The group aimed io be the top sell- 
er of next-generation communica- 
tions infrastructure technology rang- 
ing from satellite communications 
systems to seabed fibre optic cables. 

Mitsubish Electric also wanted to 
be the top maker of satellites and on- 
board satellite equipment and to 
build on its mobile phones business 
by developing personal digital 
devices. 
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Many villas and 
apartments for 

rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605^920609floraS3O007 

Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 



StdcbtAA *)* /tmma* 



DAJANI JEWELLERS 

m 


Artira Forum Hotel 
Shops. Amman 



iif^ Deluxe Villas 
f 3 and Apartments 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grfndlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweffieh Tel: 822891 


Quality Serviced Suritee 


★One & Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes *Dafy & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

TeL: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

e-mail : crystal® go.com.jn 



SRNRBEL 


Real Estate 

S WE I F I YE H 

A. Kajarat Complex 

TeL 5864230 *5865167 
Mobile: 079/537588 


TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 

& 

Fax: 5696183 



Car Rental & Leasing 
WE RENT LESS 

DAILY 

WEEKLY 

MONTHLY 

Telephone: 962-6-5698131 
Fax: 962-6-5673312 
P.O.Box: 960486 
Amman-11196, Jordan 

E-mail: budgetOgo.com.jo 
Xn IndcpradnU Budcrt ncirm f.icmvt 
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At 6th Circle 
Tel.: 5510001 


Bayerischer Hof 

German Restaurant 
Open For Lunch & Dinner 
From 12:30 p.tn. Until 12:30 ajn. 
German coffee and cakes served all day 

Swrifieh - Al Hamra Street Tel: 5819730 / 581081 1 
PO Box 6555, Amman-1 1118 Jordan 


Wadi Rum Bar 


Looking for a good time 
drop by... 
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Hingis, Novotna reach 
Hilton Head semifinals 


HILTON HEAD, South 
Carolina (AFP) — Top- 
ranked Martina Hingis of 
Switzerland advanced to the 
semifinals of the Family 
Circle Cup here Friday with 
a straight-sets victory over 
Natasha Zvereva of Belarus. 

Hingis downed Zvereva 6- 
0. 7-6 (7/0) to set up a clash 
with third-seeded Jana 
Novotna of the Czech 
Republic. 

Novotna, the reigning 
Wimbledon champion, 
cruised past Henrieta 
Nagyova of Slovakia 6-2, 6- 
4. 

Sixth-seeded Patty 

Schnyder of Switzerland 
beat Elena Likhovtseva of 
Russia 6-3, 4-6, 7-6 (7/3) to 
advance to a quarter-final 
meeting with seventh-seed- 
ed Russian Anna 
Koumikova. Koumikova's 
path was eased a little when 
unseeded German Andrea 
Glass retired with a left hip 
muscle strain while tr ailin g 
6-2, 2-1. 

Hingis, 1 S, is m akin g her 
first appearance at Hilton 
Head since earning the title 
here in 1997. The three-time 
defending Australian Open 
champion has not won a 
title since defeating South 
Africa's Amanda Coetzer at 
the Pan Pacific Open in 
Japan on February 7. 

“The last three or four 
days. I didn't play my best 
tennis” Hingis said. “But 



Jana Novotna 

I’ve kind of managed to get 
through. Today, I think it 
was a much better effort” 
Today’s match with 
Zvereva marked their first 
meeting on clay in a WTA 
Tour event. They played on 
the surface in a Fed Cup 
zone-group match in 1995 
with Zvereva winning 6-3, 
3-6, 6-3. 

Hingis won two of then- 
other three previous meet- 
ings, including a 6-3. 6-2 
triumph last year in San 


Diego. 

Novotna matched her best 
effort at this event — a 
semifinal appearance in 
1996. She is 3-0 in her 
career against Nagyova, 
including a 6-4, 2-6. 6-3 tri- 
umph at the Australian 
Open. 

“I started to play well 
right from the beginning, 
and didn't give her a chance 
to come back into the 
match,” Novotna said. “I 




Pierre Alain Frau (R) of Sochaux gets past Philippe Brinquin of Rennes in Sochaux 
during their division one French soccer championship match (AFP photo) 

Marseille turn heat up on Bordeaux 


PARIS (AFP) — Marseille’s 
decision to field a weakened 
side against Monaco in the 
Cote d'Azur derby was vindi- 
cated as a second-half winner 
from Italian striker Fabrizio 
Ravanelli sent them back to 
the top of the table Friday 
with a 2-1 win. 

The result puts the pressure 
on title rivals Bordeaux, who 
will go back top Saturday if 
they see off struggling 
Toulouse. 

Marseille boss Rolland 
Courbis rested Laurent Blanc. 
Robert Pires and Chris tophe 
Dugariy, who had all featured 
in France’s 2-0 win over 
Armenia Wednesday night. 

Pires did come on as a sub- 
stitute as did another French 
international striker Florian 
Maurice. 


Courbis clearly had next 
Tuesday's UEFA Cup semi- 
final with Italian outfit 
Bologna in mind. 

TVwice Marseille sprung the 
home side’s offside trap and 
twice they made it pay. 

After 15 minutes Titi 
Camara raced clear of the 
Monaco rearguard to sidefoot 
home the opener for the title 
chasers with Fabien Barthez 
diving die wrong way. 

But Monaco hit back after 
28 minutes through Nigerian 
World Cup striker Viktor 
Ikpeba. 

Ikpeba drove an angled shot 
past Marseille goalkeeper 
Stepbane Porato after clever 
play from midfielder Ludovic 
Giuly. 

But Marseille clinched the 
match three minutes after die 


interval with Ravanelli’ s 
strike. 

Again die Monaco defence 
was slow to step forward and 
Ravanelli controlled the ball 
with his left foot before lifting 
the ball over' the advancing 
Barthez with his right boot 

Maurice, who started on the 
bench, had four chances to 
clinch the match. 

First his angled lob drifted 
over and then he trussed a 
clear chance after good work 
from Ravanelli. 

He then forced two top- 
class saves from Barthez. 

In Friday's other match 
Rennes boosted their cam- 
paign for a European place 
with a 3-0 romp at Sochaux. 
who are bottom and looking 
doomed. 


took her very seriously and 
played some solid claycourt 
tennis. I’m very pleased 
with my performance 
today.” 

Nagyova had Novtona on 
the ropes in Prague last 
year, leading 4-0 in the final 
set before losing. 
Koumikova, playing here 
for the first time, matched 
her best tournament result 
of the season, having also 
reached the semi-finals in 
Oklahoma City. 


Christie 
reaches 
final 
after all 


MELBOURNE (AFP) — 
Britain's former Olympic 
sprint champion Linford 
Christie thought his 
Stawell Gift campaign was 
over after finishing third in 
his heat Saturday. 

The 1992 Barcelona 100 
metres champion had 
packed his bags and was 
about to leave Stawell’s 
Central Park when he was 
told by officials that as one 
of the fastest losers he 
could qualify for Monday’s 
semi-finals through a 
repechage heat. 

In his heat, Christie, start- 
ing off a 1.25 metre handi- 
cap, finished behind local 
sprinter Rod Mathews (9.4 
metres) who clocked the 
day’s fastest time of 11.96 
seconds. 

Mathews is an odds -on 
favourite to win the 118th 
staging of the AS52.000 
(S33.000) Easter sprint 
classic, with the final on 
Monday. 

Christie eased at the fin- 
ish to be beaten into second 
by Victorian Damien 
Amato (8.75 metres) with 
respective times 12.35 sec- 
onds and 12.36. 

Christie believed he had 
won his repechage heat and 
was surprised when told of 
his defeat by Brad Carter 
(10 metres) in lane eight. 

“Didn’t I win it?" 
Christie queried. *T really 
thought I’d won after 1 
passed a r unn er and I didn't 
even see the other guy.” 

However, Christie’s 
12.28 seconds was suffi- 
cient to qualify him as one 
of the fastest repechage 
losers for Monday’s semi- 
finals. 
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Sweden 

struggle 

as 

American 

veterans 

silence 

British 


PARIS (AFP) — Reigning 
champions Sweden face an 
uphill battle to win their 
Davis Cup world group first 
round match with Slovakia 
after losing both opening sin- 
gles games Friday. 

Britain’s hopes of proving 
their reemergence as a world 
power in tennis look doomed 
after American veterans Jim 
Courier and Todd Martin 
gave the States a 24) first day 
lead while Switzerland's 
blend of youth and experience 
proved a potent combination 
against Italy. 

Slovakia took a 2-0 lead in 
their tie with the holders in 
the Swedish town of 
Trollhattan. 

Slovakia's Karol Kncera 
won the opening match 6-1. 
7-6 (9/7). 2-6, 6-3, against 
Thomas Johansson in front of 
a crowd of 2500. 

And Dominik Hfbaty 
pressed home the fledgling 
European state’s advantage 
with a shock 7-5. 4-6, 2-6, 6- 
2, 6-4 win over world number 
15 Thomas EnqvisL 

Johansson, chosen ahead of 
Magnus Gustafsson, blamed 
his own serve for the defeat as 
Sweden’s grip on the trophy 
known irreverently as the sil- 
ver salad bowl loosened. 

He said: *1 served very 
badly and I crumbled when 
my opponent came back from 
40-0 down in the second 
game of the fourth seL” 

But Sweden will take heart 
from the fact they were trail- 
ing Slovakia 2-0 last year in 
Bratislava at die same stage of 
die competition, before com- 
ing back to win 3-2 and going 
on to lift the Cup. 

The United States made 
light of the absence of Pete 
Sampras and Andre Agassi 
when they took a command- 
ing 2-0 lead over Britain in 
their Davis Cup World Group 
first round march in the 
English city of Birmingham. 

Former world number one 
Jim Courier outlasted Tim 
Henman in a five-set thriller 
spanning four hours 12 min- 
utes to give tire Americans a 
flying start. 

Henman, ranked seven in 
the world, saved four match 
{joints in an epic fourth set 
tiebreak but Courier recov- 
ered to take the fifth for a 7-6 
(7/2), 2-6, 7-6 (7/3), 6-7 
(10/12), 7-5 victory. 

World No. 8 Todd Martin 
followed that up by brushing 
aside Greg Rusedski 6-4, 64, 

6- 2 to put the Americans 
within sight of the second 
round. They will win the best- 
of-five encounter if they take 
Saturday’s doubles. 

Courier and Martin silenced 
a patriotic British crowd that 
was even reduced to applaud- 
ing the veteran Americans. 

American team ra ptflin 
Tom GuDikson was delighted, 
especially with Martin, and 
sai± “Todd has got one of the 
top returns in the game and he 
showed it He was on it from 
the first game.” 

Switzerland took a 2-0 lead 
over Italy and never looked 
back after experienced cam- 
paigner Marc Rosset saw off 
Gianluca Pozzi 7-6 (7/2), 64. 

7- 6 (7/0). 

And emerging talent Roger 
Federet, dubbed the Martma 
Hingis of the men’s game, 



USA’s Jim Courier fires another shot past Tim Henman on his way ^'ictory over 
Henman in the opening singles of the Davis Cup between Great Bntam and the L SA 
in Birmingham. Jim Conner beat Tim Henman 7-6, 2-6. 7-6. 6-7, 7-z (. P 1 



Britain Greg Rusedski is stretched by bis American opponent Todd Martin during the 
second game of the Davis Cup tie in Birmin gham- The British team of Rusedski and 
Tim Henman lost both their matches (AFP photo) 






Brazil’s Gustavo Kuerten returns the ball to Spaniard Alex Correja during the Davis 
Cup match against Spain in Lerida. Kuerten won 6-3, 6-4, 7-5 (AFP photo) 

pressed home the advantage, pion Krajicek seemed to gles matches. Spain's Carlos 

beating Davide Sanguinetti 6- thrive in front of another par- Moya, ranked number two in 
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pressed home the advantage, 
beating Davide Sanguinetti 6- 
4, 6-7 (3-7). 6-3, 64. 

Federer said: “I really 
deserved this win. Maybe I 
made mistakes but I was 
always on the attack. It paid 
off." 

Australia had mixed for- 
tunes in their bid to avoid a 
repeat of last year's embar- 
rassing defeat by Zimbabwe. 

World No. 9 Male 
Philippoussis lost the opener 
to Byron Black 6-3, 3-6, 4-6, 
6-3, 7-5 but Pat Rafter hit 
back against Wayne Black to 
square the tie 1-1, w innin g 6- 
3, 3-6, 7-6 (7/4) 6-2. 

The Blacks feee what could 
prove a crucial doubles clash 
with Todd Woodbridge and 
Mark Woodforde on 
Saturday. 

Hollands Richard Krajicek 
gave his country first blood 
with a comeback 3-6. 4-6. 7-6 
(7/5), 64. 6-2 win over 
France’s Jerome Golmard. 

Former Wimbledon cham- 


tisan crowd — this time 
French, coming from two sets 
down to send the small pock- 
et of Dutch fans into wild cel- 
ebrations in Nimes. 

But France’s Cedric 
Pioline, a former Wimbledon 
finalist, squared the match 
with a 6-2, 7-6 (7/0), 6-3 win 
over Paul Haarhuis. 

France captain Guy Forget, 
a Davis Cup winner as a play- 
er. had kind words for 
Golmard. 

Forget said; “I think Jerome 
missed his chance in the 
(third set) tie-break. That was 
the turning point. I know he is 
very disappointed but he has 
no reason to blush after his 
defeat'* 


Moya, ranked number two In 
the world, beat Fernando 
Meligeni 6-2, 6-7 (3/7), 64). 
64. 

But former French Open 
champion Gustavo Kuerten 
levelled the tie with a 6-3. 6- 
4, 7-5 win over Alex Corretja. 

Russia's Yevgeny 

Kafelnikov restored parity for 
his country with a 7-6 (7/5). 
6-4, 64 win over Germany's 
Nicolas Kiefer in Frankfurt 

German No. 1 Tommy Haas 
had earlier posted a 6-7 (4/7 1 . 
fr4. 6-3. 2-6. 9-7 victory o\er 
another emercins star Moral 
Safin. 

Belgium also finished all 
square in their Gent show- . 
down with the Czech 
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Cinema Theorize Cinema Thearne Cinema ^>theame Cmema Thearne 


CINEMA TEL-4634144 

PHILADELPHIA T 


Tom Hanks & 
Edward Bums ...in 


SAVING 
PRIVATE RYAN 

Shows: 12:15,3:15.6:15,9:15 


CINEMA TEL:4634144 

PHILADELPHIA ‘ 2 ' 


RONIN 


Shows: 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


A LITTLE PRINCESS 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30 


CINEMA TEL:5699238 

PLAZA 

1 Leonardo Di Caprio ... in 

TITANIC 

Shows: 12: 15, 3:30, 6:45, 9:45 


UNEMA TEL56774 

CONCORDE 


CINEMA TEL:5934793 

GALLERIA 1 

ABDOUN 

www.cn$.com.jofGalleria 


ALWAD MAHROUS zmmo.Cns.cam.jofGalleria 

BTA'AL WAZIR . ^ . 

Shows: 1230, 3 JO, 6:15, 830, .1030 /«*« ( ^ han & Tucker..m 

RUSH HOUR 

ffiNCpRDfi 1 Shows: 12:30, 3:30 

Patrick Swayze - in THE MAGIC SWORD 


Patrick Swayze .. in 

BLACK DOG 


Shows:5:00 


CINEMA TEL:5934793 

_ GALLERIA 2 

ABDOUN 

V07w.cns. com . jol Galleria ; 
Tom Hanks & Meg Ryan.. in 

YOU'VE GOT M@IL ! 

Shows: 6:15. 8:30. 10:45 

THE MAGIC SWORD ! 

Shows : 1 2:30. 3:30 ; 


UshmYaneslheetre 

TEL 4625155 


Starting on the Eid... 
the political satire 

alsalamal 

Starting at $:30 p. m 


!u hi b; 
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CmeoM Thearne 


Listings for films and showing times as received by cinemas and their advertising agencies. 
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Sports 


Jordan beats 
Qatar again 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Kingdom's men’s basketball 
team beat returned home Saturday after a three-match 
training camp in Doha, Qatar. 

The Jordanian team won tbier last match 67-53. They 
had beaten their Qatari counterparts 75-70 in the sec- 
ond match and lost the first 79-71. 

The Kingdom's team last week had a t rainin g camp 
in Beirut, Lebanon, where they won three matches and 
lost another three. 

Following the team’s results in Beirut, the Jordan 
Basketball Federation fJBF) decided to dismiss the 
Bulgarian coach and appointed Murad Barakat to take 
charge for the interim period. 

Informed sources said the JBF was contacting a U.S. 
coach to supervise and prepare the team for the 9th 
Pan-Arab Games which will be held in Amman this 
summer. 


World Youth Championship 

Nigeria held by 
Costa Rica in opener 


LAGOS (AFP) — Hosts 
Nigeria blew a series of easy 
chances and an early lead to 
draw the opening match of 
the FIFA World Youth 
Championship against Costa 
Rica 1-1 here on Saturday. 

Julius Aghahowa opened 
the scoring for Nigeria in the 
first ever FIFA Youth Cup 
staged in Africa, hammering 
in a low drive after 20 min- 
utes of play dominated by the 
young Nigerians. 

In a busy first half, the 
home team squandered a 
series of chances but came 
out aggressively a gain in the 
second half and appeared set 
to double their score on sever- 
al occasions without result. 

Both sides picked up yel- 


low cards, with one for Costa 
Rican captain Allan 
Melendez, followed by 
another for Nigerian goal- 
keeper Sam Okqye after a 
wild challenge outside the 
area. 

Okoye then made a second 
bad foul chopping down an 
oncoming Costa Rican in the 
area four min utes from time 
and was lucky not to have 
been sent off by Belorussian 
referee Seigei ShmoUJc. 

Melendez stepped up to the 
spot and put away the penalty 
awarded for the foul sinking 
the Nigerians' hopes of a first 
win and the team was booed 
by the home crowd for the 
last few minutes on die pitch. 


Croatian star speaks 
out over Kosovo 

MILAN (AFP) — AC Milan’s CroatianStar Zvommir Boban 
claimed on Saturday that NATO’s bombardments of Yugoslavia 
are small beer compared to the pain suffered by his people during 
the civil war there. 

Yugoslav footballers in Italy, led by Lazio's Sinisa Mihajlovic. 
have made well-publicised calls for an end to the NATO attacks 
and many were expected to wear black armbands on Saturday in 
protest. 

But Boban, who was due to face Mihajlovic in a crunch Sene A 
match in Rome cm Saturday afternoon, claimed bitterly that peo- 
ple appear to have forgotten the suffering of Croarians under Serb 
fire. 

The former Dynamo Zagreb midfielder particularly remembers 
his arrival at Italian club Bari in November 1 991 , amidst die fight- 
ing in his homeland. 

‘1 remember the anxiety, the wait for news, the feeling of des- 
peration at the death of a friend and die anger at being unable to 
do anything about it,” be told Tuttosport newspaper. 

"And it took years before the international community divided 
the aggressors, Le. them, from those who had been attacked , i.e. 
us." 

NATO's bombardments means that war has returned to 
Yugoslavia, but Boban said: "Just wait a moment. NATO is hit- 
ting factories and military targets, not the civilian population, 
which is what happened lo us." 

Asked about the reason for the bombardments, he said: '7 am a 
Croatian, I don’t want to talk about Serbia. I don’t know the 
details, I only know as much as anyone else in Italy: I read the 
papers and watch the TV. 

"But the Serbs ought to explain why, whenever there is a war, 
they are always involved." 


PORSCHE 944 FOR SALE 


Duty Paid 

Model 1984, light metallic green, excellent condition. 
Options: Electric windows, a/c, CD, sunroof, etc.. 

Tel.: 079/524334 


Stockbroker Opportunity 


Qualified Stockbroker is required to work in a 
portfolio and Securities Company in the Gulf. 




The candidate to be: 



Minimum four years experience work- 
ing in Arab Stock Market. 

Strong English — spoken and written 
is recommended. 


— Over 25 years old. 

— Electronic trading background would 
be helpful. 

Candidate to send CV, reference, passport 
copy, 2 passport size photographs and 
contact telephone number within one week 
from date of the advert to the following 


address: 


* I P.0. Box 941473, Amman 11194, Jordan 
Refer to Stockbroker Opportunity 
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Pan-Arab Games is a tribute 
to King Hussein — Rawabdeh 

Egypt to support, to take part in all events; 
10 countries in paralympics 



By Aleen Bannayan 

AMMAN — Prime 
Minister Abdur-Ra’uf S. 
Rawabdeh Saturday under- 
lined the government’s 
resolve to upgrade sports in 
the Kingdom in general and 
support the upcoming 9th 
Pan-Arab Games in particu- 
lar. 

During his policy state- 
ment to Parliament, the pre- 
mier noted that the success 
of the Pan-Arab Games 
would not only reflect 
Jordan achievements on the 
one hand but be a tribute to 
the late King Hussein who 
passed away on Feb. 7 after 
a long battle with cancer. 

Meanwhile, Egypt has 
announced that it will take 
pan in all 27 sports of the 
Pan-Arab Games and has 
put Egyptian help and 
expertise at the disposal of 
Jordanian officials prepar- 
ing the Aug. 15-31 event. 

The announcement was 
made during talks in Cairo 
where Minister of Sports 
and Youth Mohammad 
Kheir Mamsar met Egyptian 
officials and briefed them 
on Jordan's preparations for 
hosting the event 

Following his meetings in 
Cairo, Mamsar said Jordan 
was seeking to host all Arab 
countries and would spare 
no effort to ensure that the 
Games — renamed A1 
Hussein Tournament in 
memory of King Hussein 
— would be a success. 

"We hope that all 22 Arab 
flags will be raised in 


Amman. Countries who 
might have certain difficul- 
ties like Mauritania, the 
Comoros and Djibouti will 
hopefully take part and send 
token delegations,” Mamsar 
told the press. 

He said the Executive 
Committee of the Council 
of Arab Sports Ministers 
will meet in Amman in June 
to review Jordan's prepara- 
tion adding that he would 
soon 1 visit Syria, Kuwait, 
Saudi Arabia and the Gulf to 
discuss all these matters and 
brief them on the latest 
preparations. 

Mamsar said a concerted 
effort by all would enable 
the Kingdom to stage the 
last Games of the century in 
a manner that would make it 
a success and worthy of car- 
rying the name A 1 Hussein 
Tournament. 

For the first time, 27 
events will be on schedule 
after scrapping polo and 
adding yachting. The 
Games will also be followed 
by the first Arab 
Paralympics. 

HRH Prince Firas Ben 
Ra’d was named as director 
of the Paralympics which 
will be held Sept. 9-20 and 
in which 10 countries have 
announced their participa- 
tion: Bahrain. Tunisia, 

Sudan, Palestine Qatar, 
Kuwait, Lebanon, Egypt, 
Yemen and Jordan. 

The events on schedule 
are basketball, weightlift- 
ing, athletics, table tennis 
for the physically handi- 
capped. athletics and target 
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ball for the blind, athletics 
for the mentally handi- 
capped and football for the 
hearing impaired. 

Jordanian officials concur 
that (he two pressing issues 
on the agenda of Al Hussein 
Tournament now were the 
competitive level of the 
Kingdom’s teams and 
acquiring equipment to 
upgrade facilities with elec- 
tronic timing machines and 
other requirements since 
apart from gymnastics, no 
equipment has been ordered 
from abroad yet. 

On Saturday, Mamsar set 
April 25 as the final day for 
submitting tenders to buy 
equipment for the Games. 

Jordan Olympic 

Committee (JOC) officials 
have expressed concern that 
a host of administrative and 
organisational issues seem 
to have overshadowed the 
lax attitude of some federa- 
tions overseeing the training 
of athletes — a key priority 
as host country. 

The last regional event 
Jordan took part in was the 
13th Asian Games in 
Bangkok in December, 
where Jordan only managed 
five medals, four by the 
taekwondo team. The rest of 
the athletes failed to even 
match their own national 
records. 

The 8(h Pan-Arab Games 
in Beirut witnessed the best 
Jordanian showing since the 
Pan-Arab Games were 
launched. Competing in 14 
of the 20 events, Jordan fin- 
ished 5th overall among 19 
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competing countries, taking 
a total of 40 medals, includ- 
ing 10 gold, 8 silver and 22 
bronze medals. 

Jordan's athletes gained 
more gold medals in Beirut 
than in all the past 7 Pan- 
Arab Games together in 
which they gained a total of 
49 medals, including 7 gold, 
16 silver, 26 bronze. 

Nineteen countries have 
confirmed participation in 
the Amman Games: They 
ore in addition to the host, 
Egypt. Iraq, Syria, Saudi 
Arabia. Algeria, Kuwait, 
Qatar, Morocco, Ttinisia, 
Libya, Yemen, Sudan, 
Palestine, Oman and 
Lebanon. Somalia, Bahrain, 
and the UAH. 

The only Arab countries 
still not confirmed are 
Mauritania, Djibouti and the 
Comoros Islands. 

Over 4,000 athletes are 
slated to take pan in 27 of 
62 Olympic events (com- 
pared to 19 events in 20 
sports in the 1997 Beirut 
Games) and the Higher 
Organising Committee 
(HOC) announced that no 
event will be cancelled even 
if the number of competing 
teams is less than the mini- 
mum required. 

The HOC headed by HRH 
Prince Faisal, announced 
that Jordanian medal win- 
ners will receive prizes and 
rewards that had never been 
offered before. 

A French expert who was 
in charge of opening and 
closing ceremonies during 
the 1998 World Cup has 


been contracted to provide 
expertise at a cost of 
JD250.000. 

Rehearsals for the opening 
programme have started and 
involve over 7.000 students 
from various schools. Final 
rehearsals will be held at 
Amman International 

Stadium in July. 

The official countdown 
will begin on May 15 when 
most of construction work is 
expected to be completed 
including maintenance at 
various venues. 

Officials say construction 
of various venues is on 
schedule, mainly the JIM 
million multi-purpose 
indoor stadium with a 
7,000-seat capacity, the 
Olympic-size swimming 
pool, and maintenance work 
on the track and field stadi- 
um. 

One of the major obstacles 
facing the Games was 
solved last month when 
UAE TV announced that it 
would lend Jordan 
Television the necessary 
equipment to cover the 
event after it was estimated 
that JTV needed JD6 mil- 
lion to acquire its own 
equipment. 

After Beirut hosted the 
1997 Games the decision to 
move the Games back to 
1999 instead of 2001 made 
Jordan's task more difficult 
and it has had to bear a 
heavy financial burden 
because the Kingdom has 
had to prepare the Games in 
less than 20 months. 

There has so far been no 


direct aid to Jordan to help it 
cover the cost of around $30 
million of which the gov- 
ernment had paid $10 mil- 
lion and the JOC has set $4 
million. 

Around JD3.5 million was 
expecred in revenue (includ- 
ing SI. 5 million from TV 
coverage) and the Council 
of Arab Sports Ministers, 
which has so far granted 
$500,000 in sponsorship, 
has promised to get addi- 
tional funding from the 
Arab League and Gulf 
Cooperation Council. 

Based on the promotion 
and marketing rights agree- 
ment with the Saudi firm 
RAF, Jordan will receive 
$1.5 million in addition to 
70 per cent of any addition- 
al income. 

Additional sponsorship 
for Jordan's bid was secured 
by exempting Jordan from 
the 50 per cent Arab Sports 
Federation margin of profit 
on promotion and television 
coverage amounting to 
$750,000. 

Lebanon, which hosted 
the 8th Pan-Arab Games 
last summer, received $28 
million from Saudi Arabia 
and Kuwait to help in con- 
struction of sports facilities 
destroyed during the civil 
war. 

The Pan-Arab Games 
have only been held eight 
times: Alexandria in 1953, 
Beirut 1957, Casablanca 
1961, Cairo 1965, 
Damascus 1976. Morocco 
1985. Damascus 1992 and 
Beirut 1997. 


Orlando embarrass Bulls 115-68; Iverson on bench 


CHICAGO (R) — The dis- 
mantling of the six-time 
NBA champion Chicago 
Bulls reached an embarrass- 
ing new low when they 
were dealt the worst loss in 
franchise history on Friday, 
a 115-68 setback to the 
Orlando Magic. 

‘‘We obviously didn’t do 
one thing out there that we 
were pleased with,” 
Chicago coach Tim Floyd 
said. "There were a lot of 
things we were displeased 
with. We had no effort and 
no intensity. We gave up 
easy baskets. Our concen- 
tration was poor.” "It is real- 
ly embarrassing,'’ Chicago 
guard Randy Brown said 
“At The beginning of the 
year we knew what kind of 
situation we would be in. 
We knew there would be 
down periods in our season, 
but we never thought it 
would be the point of 
embarrassing.” The 47- 
point defeat topped a 158- 
1 14 loss to the Detroit 
Pistons at Cobo Hall on 
March 24, 1969, in the 
team’s third season. 
Chicago's previous worst 
home loss came in a 121-80 
setback to the Philadelphia 
76ers on November 21, 
1980, when the now-retired 
Michael Jordan was a senior 
in high school. 

The Bulls dropped to 9-23 
in the post-Jordan era, 
which also saw the mass 
exodus of forwards Scottie 
Pippen, Scott Burrell. 
Dennis Rodman and Jud 
Buechler. guard Steve Kerr 
and centre Luc Longley. 

Orlando, which has the 
best record in the Eastern 
Conference (23-10), came 
within one point of match- 
ing its most decisive victo- 
ry. a 152-104 romp at 
Milwaukee in 1995. 

Penny Hardaway scored 
24 points for the Magic, 
who posted the lopsided 
win without leading scorer 
Nick Anderson and Gerald 


Wilkins. 

In Portland, coming off 
his league-leading third sus- 
pension. Isaiah Rider paced 
seven players in double fig- 
ures with 23 points as the 
Trail Blazers avenged an 
opening night loss with a 
107-95 victory over the 
slumping Seattle 

Supersonics. 

Rider was suspended for 
entering the stands in 
Tuesday’s setback at 
Golden State. Portland (25- 
6) have won eight of their 
last nine games and 
improved the NBA’s best 
home record to 15-1 and 
best overall mark to 25-6. 

In Minneapolis. Terrell 
Brandon had 21 points, a 
season-high 15 assists, eight 
rebounds and five steals to 
lead the Timber-wolves to a 
107-88 rout of the Denver 
Nuggets, who remained 
winless on the road this sea- 
son. 

Kevin Garnett was the 
main beneficiary of 
Bnmdon’s pinpoint passing, 
scoring 28 points. 

Joe Smith, wbo missed 
the previous three games 
due to a rib injury, was not 
with the team as he trav- 
elled home due to the death 
of his father earlier in the 
week. Sam Mitchell filled 
in admirably, scoring a sea- 
son-high 21 points for 
Minnesota, which has won 
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four of its last five games. 

In Philadelphia, the 
Cleveland Cavaliers scored 
an 85-80 victory over the 
76ers as Allen Iverson 
apparently was benched for 
the final three quarters by 
Larry Brown following a 
sideline disagreement 

Brown said afterwards he 
had not put the league’s 
leading scorer back in 
because he told him he was 
hurt Iverson suffered a 
bruised right quadricep 
three weeks ago against the 
Lakers. 

In Phoenix, Glen Rice 
sank a 17-foot jumper with 
7.1 seconds remaining as 
the Los Angeles Lakers beat 
the Suns 91-90 in Marv 
Albert’s first national 
broadcast in nearly two 
years. Rice scored 23 points 
and Shaquille O’Neal, who 
was on the bench in the 


final minute, added 21 for 
the Lakers, who have won 
three straight and five of 
their last seven games. 

Cliff Robinson scored a 
season-high 30 points and 
Jason Kidd collected 23 and 
nine assists for Phoenix, 
which concluded a 1-3 
homestand. 

Albert, who announced 
the game for the TNT cable 
network, was fired by NBC 
in 1997 when he pleaded 
guilty’ to a charge of misde- 
meanour assault and bat- 
tery. 

In Charlotte, Reggie 
Miller scored 18 points and 
Rik Stnits added 17 as the 
Indiana Pacers held off the 
hornets 87-81 to snap a 
three-game losing streak. 

The Pacers held charlotte 
to a season-low nine points 
in the third quarter, over- 
coming an eight-point half- 


time deficit 

Indiana had lost three 
straight one-point games. 

In Atlanta, Dikembe 
Mutombo scored a season- 
high 24 points as the Hawks 
overcame the absence of 
leading scorer Steve Smith 
(sprained left knee) and ral- 
lied for an 84-81 victory 
over the Vancouver 
Grizzlies. 

Shareef Abdur-Rahim, a 
native of nearby Marietta, 
Georgia, scored 24 points 
for the Grizzlies, who have 
lost 20 of their last 22 and 
are just 1-14 on the road. 

In Boston, Dell Curry 
buried the go-ahead 3- 
pointer with 43 seconds to 
go as the Milwaukee Bucks 


edged the Celtics S4-83. 

Ray Allen scored 19 
points and rookie Robert 
Taylor added 15 for the 
Bucks, who have won four 
straight. 

Antoine Walker led 
Boston with 23 points and 
18 rebounds but missed a 
potential game-winning tip 
in the final seconds. 

Paul Pierce scored 21 
points for the Celtics, who 
lost their fifth straight at 
home. 

At Golden State, Karl 
Malone scored 14 of his 23 
points in the decisive third 
quarter as the Lftah Jazz 
beat the Warriors for the 
J5ih time in 16 meetings. 


Looking For 

A Jordanian company working in the field of Audio & 
Video Broadcasting & Telecomm, equipment needs to 
rent a separate house or a ground floor flat as its offices 
in Sweifiyeh, Shmeisani, or Jabal Amman. 

If you own such a property kindly 
contact us at Tel.: 5861914 


Sab’a Agencies & 
Commercial Services Announce 




Services in getting you a maid from Sri Lanka. 
Our services are marked with accuracy in timing, 
and continuous follow-up afterwards. 

Your confidence is the secret of our success. 
We offer you 10-year of experience *** 
Call tei.: 5534662, 5510226 


Network Agency 
Position Available for 
Designers 


7 

Proficiency in Macintosh 
Adobe Photoshop & Illustrator a Must 
English & Arabic Fluency Required 
Benefit Package and Growth Potential 


Please Forward CV's to 
Fax Number 562 4654 


92-85. 


SOCIETY FOR CARE OF 
NEUROLOGICAL PATIENTS 

and The Amman Road Runners 

present: 

The 7th Amman-Dead Sea 
Ultra Marathon (50km) 

Friday 9th of April, 1999 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT 


Amman Road Runners 

Telefax (962-6} 5930435 between 9am & fipm 
RaBox 926674 Amman 11110 JORDAN 
Wweuleadseamanrthonxom 


n 

fasffln k ^ LG Electronics 

Water stations generously sponsored by Tetra Pak, 
National Paints, Sujab Industrial Company, Madams 
Allttihad, Citibank, FINE Hygienic, Americana (Kentucky 
Fried Chicken), Jordan Fertilizer Association (APC/JPMC). 
Arab Bank, and Pepsi. Water provided by Aquatreat 
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NATO force cuts part 
of railway between 
Serbia, Montenegro 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — 
NATO forces in Bosnia blew 
up part of a railway linking 
Serbia to Montenegro to pre- 
vent Yugoslav forces from 
entering or transiting Bosnia, 
die NATO commander in 
Bosnia said Saturday. 

The NATO-led Stabilisation 
Force (SFOR) “cut with 
explosives" a 10-kiiometre 
segment of the railway near 
Rijdra. 80 kilometres east of 
Sarajevo, SFOR commander 
U.S. General Montgomery 
Meigs told a news confer- 
ence. 

Meigs said there were “indi- 
cations that the railroad would 
be used by a military element 
to trespass the territory of 
Bosnia- Herzegovina." which 
he said would be in violation 
of the Dayton peace accord. 

Meigs added that the rail- 
road was a primary link 
between Serbia and 
Montenegro, which together 
make up Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia (FRY). 

In Brussels. NATO accused 
Yugoslav President Slobodan 
Milosevic of plotting a coup 
in Montenegro. 

Meigs said that SFOR 
troops came under fire during 
the operation to cripple the 


railway link. Gunmen fired 
AK-47 machine-guns at the 
troops who returned fire. 
Meigs said, adding that there 
had been injuries. 

Earlier Saturday, the 
Bosnian Serb news agency 
SRNA quoted eyewitnesses 
as saying that a pereon identi- 
fied as Vidoje Tomic was 
killed by SFOR troops, but 
Meigs did not confirm the 
information. 

‘It’s our intent to ensure that 
this railroad cannot be used 
until this period of tension 
and hostility is over," Meigs 
said. 

SFOR in Sarajevo earlier 
issued a statement saying that 
the “action was taken as a pru- 
dent and precautionary mea- 
sure to deny the military 
forces of the Federal Republic 
of Yugoslavia entry into and 
transit though Bosnia- 

Herzegovina.” 

“SFOR will reopen the line 
with the cessation of hostili- 
ties." the statement added. 

“The FRY government and 
military are well aware of the 
restrictions on entering 

Bosnia-Herzegovina territory 
and are equally aware that 
SFOR is ready and capable to 
intervene in die event of any 


internal or external threat to 
peace in this country, 1 ' the 
statement said. 

In a statement issued 
Saturday in the Serb-held part 
of Sarajevo, the vice president 
of the Bosnian Serb entity, 
Mirko Sarovic, accused 
SFOR of acting “contrary to 
the Dayton agreement" and 
“beyond its mandate." 

It alleged SFOR was pro- 
viding logistics support for 
NATO air strikes on 
Yugoslavia. 

On Saturday, Bosnian Serb 
television quoted a top local 
official in the area. Rato Rataj. 
mayor of nearby Rudo, as 
saying that the safety of 
SFOR troops “cannot be 
guaranteed.” 

According to the same 
source SFOR troops have 
intensified their presence in 
the area after the incident. 

Bosnia's air space was 
closed when NATO launched 
its air campaign on March 24. 

Some 30.000 SFOR troops 
oversee the implementation 
of the Dayton peace agree- 
ment that halted 1992-1995 
war in Bosnia. 

Southeastern Bosnia, where 
the incident occurred, is under 
the French command. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israelis close off West Bank village 

DIR .ABU MIS HAL (AFP) — The Israeli army has closed 
off the Palestinian West Bank village of Dir Abu Mishal and 
arrested 12 of its inhabitants, residents who got through the 
army blockade said Saturday. They said the Israeli army 
closed off the entrance to the village, some 30 kilometers 
northwest of Ramallah, on Wednesday and have arrested a 
dozen young Palestinian men. The Israeli army issued a state- 
ment Saturday confirming the action, saying the men had 
been arrested after an Israeli child was stoned and wounded 
on Wednesday night. “The army arrested 12 men who are 
currently under police investigation, and the road blocks that 
the army put up after the incident on Wednesday night are still 
in place.” it said. 

PNA agents not guilty in Fateh killing 

JERICHO (.AFP) — A Palestinian military court found two 
military intelligence agents not guilty' of the killing of a Fateh 
activist who was shot dead in a demonstration last year, Fateh 
officials said on Saturday. Wassim Tariff 17. a supporter of 
the mainstream Palestinian faction Fateh, was killed in 
October during a demonstration against the raiding of a Fateh 
office in Ramallah by members *of the Palestinian military' 
intelligence. The Palestinian court held Saturday’s hearing 
behind closed doors in Jericho and no information was avail- 
able about the proceedings. Human rights organisations said 
the hearings were held in camera because the Palestinian 
National Authority' (PNA) feared the verdict would lead to 
violent protests. 

Amir denied holiday leave from jail 

TEL. AVTV (AP) — The assassin of Yitzhak Rabin has been 
denied a vacation from jail for the Jewish holiday of Passover, 
Israel’s prison authority said Saturday. Jewish extremist Yigal 
Amir shot the late prime minister and Nobel Peace Prize win- 
ner three times at a peace rally in Tel Aviv on Nov. 4. 1995 to 
prevent the transfer of land to (he Palestinians. Amir was sen- 
tenced to life in prison and is being held in solitary confine- 
ment. Amir had requested that be be freed for part of the 
seven-day Passover holiday so he could spend time with his 
family, said Prisons Authority spokeswoman Orit Messer- 
Harel. But the authority and public security ministry did not 
even consider the request since vacation for those serving life 
sentences is an option only after they have served seven years 
or their sentences have been reduced, the television added. 

OIC to discuss Kosovo crisis 

TEHRAN (AP) — Foreign ministers from the 55-nation 
Organisation of Islamic Conference (OIC) wiD discuss the 
Kosovo crisis on Wednesday in Geneva. Tehran Radio report- 
ed Saturday. The ministers will search for ways to help end 
the crisis and to speed efforts to get humanitarian aid to 
refugees, the radio quoted Iranian Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Hamid Reza Asefi as saying. Iran currently holds 
the OIC chairmanship. Muslim nations have condemned 
Serb actions against Kosovo Muslims, and many have 
pledged to send relief supplies to more than 120,000 fleeing 
Albanian refugees. 

Syrian president to visit Russia 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Syrian President Hafez Assad is to visit 
Moscow on April 13, Interfax news agency quoted Russian 
Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov as saying Friday. Ivanov also 
said that Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat would visit Moscow 
on April 5. 

Iran court charges liberal cleric 

TEHRAN (R) — A special Iranian court has formally 
charged a liberal cleric detained in February with spreading 
false information and lies about the country’s Islamic system, 
newspapers reported on Saturday. They said Mohsen 
Kadivar. held after writing a series of articles critical of Iran's 
ruling clergy, was charged by a special court for Shiite cler- 
ics. “...[Kadivar] has compared the holy Islamic system with 
the [former] imperial regime and has concluded that there has 
only been a nominal change from an imperial to an Islamic 
system." the daily Salam quoted tire prosecutor as saying in a 
statement The prosecutor accused Kadivar of abusing his 
clerical garb and helping the “sworn enemies’’ of Iran’s 1979 
Islamic revolution. Kadivar. a supporter of reformist 
President Mohammad Khatami, was arrested on Feb. 27 by 
the secretive Special Gergy Court — a body denounced by 
many reformists as unconstitutional. He has asked for a pub- 
lic trial with a juty. 


Russia 
slams U.S. 
sanctions 
over Syria 
arms deal 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
Defence Minister Igor 
Sergeyev on Saturday con- 
demns! a U.S. decision to 
slap sanctions against three 
Russian firms for supplying 
anti-tank weapons to Syria. 
Russian news agencies report- 
ed. 

“I condemn the introduction 
of such sanctions," Itar-Tass 
news agency quoted Sergeyev 
as saying. ‘They are ground- 
less." 

U.S. State Department 
spokesman James Rubin said 
on Friday that Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright had 
determined that the Russian 
government was involved in 
the weapons transfer, but 
waived sanctions on that front, 
thus preserving $90 million in 
U.S. aid to Moscow which 
otherwise would have been 
put in jeopardy. 

“In accordance with the law. 
the secretary has determined 
that Russia has transferred 
lethal military equipment, 
specifically anti-tank guided 
missiles, to Syria. She has 
decided to sanction the three 
Russian firms directly 
involved," he told reporters. 

Washington accuses Syria 
of sponsoring terrorism. 

Rubin identified the three 
firms lacing sanctions as the 
Tula Design Bureau, Volsky 
Mechanical Plant and 
Tzmitochmash. 

'Hie new sanctions come at 
a time when NATO air strikes 
against Yugoslavia over its 
province of Kosovo has creat- 
ed serious tensions between 
Moscow and Washington. 

Earlier this year, the United 
States imposed sanctions on 
three Russian institutes for 
helping Iran, which 
Washington accuses of spon- 
soring terrorism and of trying 
to acquire nuclear and other 
weapons of mass destruction. 



CAMBODIAN FOLK DANCER PERFORMS DURING CULTURE DAY: A Cambodian folk dancer performs 
during the nation’s first Culture Day at the National Museum in Phnom Penh on Saturday. King Norodom 
Sihanouk presided over the ceremony and paid tribute to those who had struggled to rebuild Cambodia’s artis- 
tic heritage, despite decades of war (Reuters photo) 


International demos against NATO, Yugoslavia 


ROME (AFP) — Up to 80,000 
demonstrators took to the 
streets of Rome on Saturday 
against NATO bombings of 
Yugoslavia in response to a 
call for protest issued by Italian 
political parties trade unions 
and peace groups. 

The demonstrators, from all 
over Italy, chanted: “Enough 
of NATO bombing, no to war. 
yes to peace.” during the 
peaceful demonstration in the 
centre of the Italian capital. 

Italy is a NATO member, 
and many alliance aircraft have 
been taking off from Italian 
bases on bombing missions. 
Hundreds of pacifists demon- 
strated Saturday at the NATO 
airbase at Aviano. 

The appeal for the demon- 
stration came from a variety of 
organisations including the 
environmental group 

Greenpeace, Pax Christi. and 
left-of-centre parties. 

In Belgrade itself more than 
15,000 people rallied to . 
denounce the attacks following 
a night in which two police 
nerve centres were destroyed. 
A symphony orchestra enter- 
tained the crowd. 


Belgraders have been assem- 
bling at Republic Square in the 
city centre every day at midday 
since last Sunday to protest the 
attacks. Organisers plan to 
continue daily concerts till the 
bombing stops. 

Demonstrators had target 
signs pinned to their chest in 
mockery of their NATO 
assailants. 

Vendors sold postcards with 
pictures of a U.S. Stealth 
bomber downed during a raid, 
with the words: “Greetings 
from Serbia.” 

“If addressee un traceable 
please return card to White 
House.” they read. 

Cafes near the concert 
square were packed. "It’s our 
wav of exorcising fear of 
bombing.” a voting mother of a 
two-year-old explained. 

In Vienna some 3.000 
Albanians bearing the red flag 
of Kosovo held a peaceful anti- 
Serb demonstratation at the 
Heldenplatz Square while at 
Schwurzebeig Square in 
another part of the city centre 
Serbs held a rival rally 
demanding “Bill Clinton's 
scalp.” 


Up to 1,600 emigre Serbs 
and Swedish sympathisers 
demonstrated for the eleventh 
consecutive day in Stockholm 
against the bombings. 

Oerjan Svedberg. 

spokesman of the ex-commu- 
nist Party of the Left which 
provides parliamentary' sup- 
port to the ruling Social 
Democrats, said “by its behav- 
iour the government of Prime 
Minister Goeran Fersson 
shows it does not understand 
the long-term consequences of 
the bombing." 

Svv eden. a neutral, has avoid- 
ed criticism of the bombings, 
saving only it regretted that the 
NATO action did not have a 
United Nations Security 
Council mandate. 

About 200 mainly elderly 
communist supporters protest- 
ed in the Ukrainian Black Sea 
port of Sevastopol against the 
bombing with placards read- 
ing: “Hands off Yugoslavia." 

In Karachi, scores of 
Pakistanis demanded the arrest 
and trial of Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic for “geno- 
cide and ethnic cleansing" in 
Kosovo. 


The protesters, including 
children carrying placards, 
urged the NATO command to 
dispatch ground forces to 
Kosovo to~stop the killings of 
the mainly Muslim ethnic 
Albanian community'. 

Several thousand Greek 
Cypriots demonstrated in 
Nicosia to protest the NATO 
air strikes. 

The NATO action has pro- 
voked strong opposition from 
Greek Cypriots across the 
political spectrum who feel a 
strong sense of solidarity with 
the Serbs, who are fellow 
Orthodox Christians. 

The Greek government in 
Athens has also called for a 
halt to the bombing, thus 
breaking ranks with fellow- 
N’ATO members. 

Some 200 Palestinian stu- 
dents demonstrated in Nablus 
on the West Bank against eth- 
nic cleansing in Kosovo. 

The demonstrators, from the 
Islamic Resistance Movement 
i Hamas ». burned the Yugoslav 
flag and appealed to Arab 
countries to support the 
Muslim population of Kosovo. 


Iranian press blasts 
France in wine row 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Tehran’s 
press on Saturday lashed out 
against France following 
President Mohammad 

Khatami’s postponement of 
his trip to Paris due to a wran- 
gle over wine. 

The conservative English- 
language paper Tehran rimes 
castigated Paris saying that 
“the governments claiming to 
be advocates of cMfisarion are 
not ready to respect the valu- 
able ideas of other cultures 
and civilisations... by refusing 
to respond to their carnal 
desires of drinking even for 
once,” the paper said. 

The hardline paper 
Jumhouri Islami said: 
“President Mohammad 
Khatami’s decision to post- 
pone the nip is based on 
France’s disrespect towards 
Islamic codes.” 

No country should “expect 
the Islamic republic to give up 
and sacrifice its Islamic values 
for wrong European tradi- 
tions” the paper said, adding 
that “France has no intention 
of promoting bilateral rela- 
tions on the basis of mutual 
respect and insists on bolding 
the upper hand." 

The Rayhan paper criticised 
the French authorities’ “lack 


of attention." while another 
conservative daily; RessalaL 
denounced the “arrogant 
behaviour” of Paris. 

But pro-Khatami Sobh-e- 
Emrouz accused conservative 
opponents in Iran of “using 
this incident for political pur- 
poses." 

According to the paper, dur- 
ing the last Tehran Friday 
prayers unidentified persons 
distributed pictures showing 
Khatamj during his official 
state visit to Italy in March. 

The pictures drew attention 
to several crystal glasses on 
the dinner table during the 
visit, implying the presence of 
alcoholic beverages. 

The paper denounced the 
false implications asserting 
that no alcoholic beverages 
were served during the official 
dinner. 

Khatami's office announced 
Monday the postponement of 
his grourxi-brealcing visit to 
France this month, saying that 
the two parties “have not been 
able to reach agreement on tbe 
programme for the visit” 

The French had refused to 
back down on the grounds that 
it was international protocol 
for foreign guests to adapt to 
tiie culture erf the host country. 


Iraq accuses U.S., U.K. 
of strangulation tactics 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq’s oil 
ministry said Saturday that the 
first bombing of die sanctions-hit 
state in needy two weeks had 
failed to halt its cdl exports 
through the Gulf despite damag- 
ing a pipeline station. 

As die news emerged 
Baghdad accused Washington 
and London of wanting to 
deprive Iraq of its oil resources 
by bombing vital pipeline moni- 
toring sites inside the country. 

•■Crude export operations con- 
tinued Saturday... the main thing 
is that the flow of erode is 
assured and that the oQ tankers 
are fifled” at the Mina A1 Bakr 
port, an oil ministry spokesman 
told AFP without elaborating. 

The head of the station, Kifah 
Kamel Rawi. told AFP that 
“there was a brief halt in the 
pumping, but our men succeed- 
ed in starling the emergency sys- 
tem and the oD flow resumed at 
its normal rate.” 

He said the pipeline had a 
capacity of 1.6 million barrels 
per day (bpd), while Mina A1 
Bakr ted a capacity of 1J mil- 
lion fcpd But he did not say what 
Ibe curran flew rate was through 
the pipeline. 

The station is located near a 
residential area in Hamdan, 
some 13 kflometres from the 
southern city of Basra. 


A small wooden building and 
a metal pylon were all that was 
left of the station Saturday, 
although the nearby pipeline was 
undamaged. 

Two of the three buildings that 
made up the she were reduced to 
rubble, with twisted fragments of 
equipment, including dials and 
wires, spread out across the 
ground. 

A technician and a guard were 
injured in Friday’s attack, offi- 
cials at the station said. 

Washington on Friday said 
VS. planes had attacked two 
sites in southern Iraq after three 
Iraqi aircraft entered die no-fly 
zone there. 

Mere than half of Iraq’s oil 
exports pass through Mina A] 
Bakr. while most of the rest goes 
through a pipeline from northern 
Iraq to the Turkish pm of 
Ceyhan. 

Baghdad's AI Iraq newspaper 
on Saturday 
Washington and London of 
wanting to deprive the sanctions- 
hit state of its oil resources by 
jxjmbing vital pipeline monitor- 
ing sites inside the counlry. 

“By bombing Iraq, the 
‘‘^^mericarts and British are hitting 
haifl the humanitarian oil-far 
food programme which alreadv 
only meets 20 per cent of tte 
population's needs," Al Iraq said. 


Scots prepare to receive Lockerbie suspects 


CAMP ZEIST (R) — Scottish legal 
officers were making final preparations 
on Saturday to take into custody in the 
Netherlands two Libyans accused of tte 
1998 bombing of a I%n Am airliner over 
Lockerbie. Scotland, that killed 270 peo- 
ple. 

United Nations legal adviser Hans 
Corel! set off for Libya on Friday to col- 
lect the men and bring them to the 
Netherlands, where they will answer 
chaiges befbre a Scottish court 

Tte trial will mark the end of a 10- 
year manhunt and pave the way for die 
UN. to lift punitive sanctions against 
Libya. 

Tte U.S. and Britain say they have 


evidence that the two men planted a 
bomb inside a suitcase that exploded 
aboard Pan Am Flight 103 on Dec 21, 
1988, over Lockerbie. 

A total of 270 people were killed in tte 
air and on tte ground, most of them 
Americans, including 35 Syracuse 
University students coming home for 
Christmas from their studies in London. 

Over 100 Scottish police were on hand 
at Camp Zeist, the former U.S. military 
base chosen as the venue, and scores of 
press massed outside die area on the out- 
skirts of tte sleepy central Dutch village 
ofSoeaerberg. 

**Ihe site is now complete and ready to 

accept tte suspects. Wb are ready to take 


them at any time. I am reasonably confi- 
dent it is going to happen on or before 
April 6,” a Scottish office spokesman 
told reporters outside tte camp. 

Libya has pledged to complete the sur- 
render of tte men by Tuesday, after 
months of nail-biting negotiations with 
tte United States and Britain via tte 
United Nations. 

On their arrival in the Netherlands, the 
men are to be taken into custody by 
Dutch police. They will then be “extra- 
dited"’ to Scottish police and ultimately 
stand trial befbre a Scottish court, sitting 
atCampZeisL 42 

Tte Scottish office spokesman said 
the extradition process could be over in 


minutes, or take several months. 

In Cairo. Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa said his country would send 
a foreign ministry delegation to Libya on 
Sunday to attend tte handover of the 
jranted men - Abdul Basset AH 
\fotomad A] Megnahi and Lamen 
giahfeh Fhimah. Arab LeiaS 
^cjmry General Esmat Abdul Me^ntid 
is also expected to attend. ^ 

mission to 

Tnpoli remained shrouded in wrJj 

“We wiN only get the irffonnatiS^i 
the timing of tte handover] at the S 

moment, when it is absolutelTclS 

whai is happening,” a U.N. snobs, 
woman said. spoKfiS- 



Hungarian poDce 
search for bear 

BIT»AFEST lAFFi — 
Hungarian police said Saturday 
they were searching fir a tamed 
txxrr thai had esaiped firm a 
film shooting m the north of the 
country "Luizi” the female 
bear tNcarcd Friday from an 
Austrian film crew that had 
hired her ft* a film nn the lives 
of beuri in the iwrfhcscro 
Buckk nvunuinv She 
seen near a trout him close to 
the industrial city Miskolc, ISO 
kilometre* northeast of 
Budapest newspaper reports 
said. She fled along wnh a fel- 
low bear after teing frightened 
bv a dog. but the other hear 
returned to the crew on its own. 
the reports ^tid. Police warned 
against approaching “Lupa” 
despite the fact that she is 
friendly and likes humans, they 
said 

‘Dognapper’ 
snatched after 
3-morrth probe 

BUENOS .AIRES <R> — 
.Argentine police have arrested a 
man suspected of "degnap- 
ping” numerous dogs and 
demanding tip to 51.500 in ran- 
som. police said “He wxxiid 

steal the dogs and afterward call 

their owners and ask them for 
money to return them.” Juan 
Jose Eschetino. second in 
charge at the police's fraud dSvi- 
sionT told Reuters. Police said 
the suspected “dognapper* 
would ask from between S300 
to SI .500 for each dog. depend- 
ing on its breed and pedigree. It 
is "still unknown if the suspect 
w as pan of a larger dognapping 
gang. Eschetino sard “It’s an 
odd crime, so «'*> difficult to 
determine if there was anyone 
else invoked.” he said 

Vice women caH 
Youth Cup protest 

LAGOS (Rj — A group of 
Nigerian prostitutes has threat- 
ened nude protests at Vrorid 
Youth Gip soccer matches after 
being barred from hotels by 
wuroamerff organisers, a kxal 
newspaper said The Prime 
Sunset evening daily inioted 
Charily Emcvttn of the 
Association of Practising 
Prostitutes of Nigeria as saving 
hundreds of women would 
march naked through the streets 
if authorities did not h.nv to 
their demand to be able to i-per- 
aie freely. “In every country, 
especially in developed coun- 
tries. there arc prostitutes. It is 
not a new thing. It is only in 
Africa or Nigeria that prosti- 
tutes are looked at as outeasts,” 
Emevon was quoted as saying. 

Dog nurses five 
newborn lion cubs 

BEUING (AFP) — Five new- 
born lion cubs at a zoo in the 
northern Chinese city of 
Shijiazhuang are being wet- ' 
nursed by ados, the sun? meefrst ' 
has reported The cubs’ motta;-. 
Xinxin. was unable to nurse ibe> 
liner after giving birth to 
on Thursday. Xinhua oewjs^ 
agency said late Friday. The sri- ' 
year-old lioness had given birdi 
to 11 othacubspnwkni^bafc: 
they became ill after being fajL 
with artificial food that wrafe'.‘ 
cited their immune systems.'.: 
said zookeeper Wang Wanbua, 

The zookeq^ers, who decided 
dog milk would be suhabtefe " 
lion cubs, started to look fiara : 
wet-nurse dog through the 
media soon after Xinxia 
became pregnant. ‘The dog lost 
her own baby jus three days 
ago. maybe that is tte reason . 
why she looks rather rrc*ensti . 
to tte lion cubs.” Wat^ saki : 

Record claimed for , ' 
paper dip chain ^ $ 

SINGAPORE (AP) — Sixty • 
Singaporean volunteers wotted 
for 24 hours to complete etf . 
Saturday the world's 
paper clip chain at 3 1 572 1 
metres, organisers said. 

bunched up and 
into a rectangle rm a phtf „_ r 
a shopping centre, beat (hej 
vious record of 27.189! 

trcs. set by studesas 
Singapore’s Many 

Technological Unha 

0*SMsei5 said die effort 

monitored by a rep resen t 
from the Guiness Book 
wold Records. 




